Sex, freckles and Japanese ta
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It would have been understandable if
director Juzo Itami made a deroga-
tory film about Marusa — the Japa-
nese tax police. After all, Itami paid
90 per cent of the profits from his
first film, The Funeral, in taxes. His
third film, A4 Taxing Woman satirizes
and humanizes Japanese tax collec-
tors and evaders.

Ryoko Itakura (Nobuko Miya-
moto, Itami’s wife) is a tax collector,
cheery and seemingly unimposing
(she even has freckles). She is ruth-
less in her job, sparing neither shop
owners nor pinball parlours, count-
ing cars and customers wherever she
goes.

With his twisted walk and slicked-
back hair, Hideki Gondo (Tsutomu
Yamazaki) looks like the kind of guy
who cheats on his taxes and hides the
evidence with his mistress of the
month. The owner of numerous
“love hotels,”” Gondo eventually
falls under the attention of Ryoko’s
eagle eyes. Their duel of wits is amus-
ing, as Gondo attempts to charm the
tax collector out of the chase and
into his bed.

Although viewers can identify
with the characters, there are no
heroes or villains to cheer or boo in
this movie.

the taxing woman forever.

The satire of A Taxing Woman is
subtle. Miyamoto’s role is described
by Itami as *“a female version of
Columbo.’” The rest of the tax
inspectors fare no better. Itami por-
trays them as competent, and profes-
sional, but laughable as tax depart-
ment gun-slingers. A Taxing Woman
as reminiscent, in a weird way, of
“The Untouchables,” with Ryodo as

A TAXING WOMAN: Hideki Gondo (Tsutomo Yamazaki

Eliot Ness and Gondo as Al Capone.

According to Itami, money has
replaced the family and state as the
way to massage your ego. He says
that distinguished ancestry no longer
impress people and a huge bank
account does. Itami does not see this
attitude as all bad. His film allows
equality and the social classes to
move closer together.

) is worried because he can't hide his secrets from

XeS

At 127 minutes, the film is long
and sometimes predictable (you
know that Gondo’s old mistress is
going tosnitch on him), but impres-
sive performances overshadow its
weaknesses. Be careful not to file
your income tax return, or a tax col-
lector from Marusa might come
knocking. She might even have
freckles.
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ELEMENTARY TEACHER

THROUGH YORK'S INTENSIVE TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAMME:
AN INNOVATIVE, SCHOOL-BASED, ONE YEAR PROGRAMME

York University’s Faculty of Education offers a
intensive, one year programme leadin
Junior divisions.
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Typesetting

We also do résumés, invitations,
newspapers, film credits, letterheads

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

WIDE VARIETY OF TYPESTYLES
AFFORDABLE PRICES

Typesizes available from 5% pt. to 74 pt
at Y-point increments

BASIC PRICE:
$30/hr. (min. $15)
Nominal paste-up charge where applicable

EXCALIBUR TYPESETTING
Phone 736-5240 and ask for Stuart

EXCAL
NEEDS
SPORTS-
WRITERS
NOW

See Howie
111 Central Sq.
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with Brother Stu
hard-driving gospel music
MONDAYS 8-9 pm
CHRY 1055 FM
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FIRST |
RING DAYS

October 19th & 20th
10 a.m.-3 p.m.

At the Bookstore
(Central Square)

A discount will be extended
to our customers
on ring orders placed on
the above two dates only.
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