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Excalibur: Have you consciously 
attempted to portray strong women 
in your novels?

Margaret Laurence: No, I don’t think it 
was really conscious. My protagon­
ists really are all women and the 
reason is because I am a woman. I 
always say, 1 don't think anyone ever 
asked Mr. Hemingway, whey are all 
your protagonists men? Even if these 
women are very different, as Hagar 
was different than myself, 1 can still, 
I think, feel my way into that 
character’s mind and heart more 
than 1 could with a male protagonist. 
There’s a lot of good male novelists 
around with male protagonists.

Excal: How do you think men portray 
women?

M.L.: I think you find among men 
writing about female characters, 
very certain wonderful examples. 
Sinclair Ross comes to mind with As 
for Me and My House, and Graham 
Moore, in several of his books, his 
protagonist is a woman. That’s quite 
remarkable; but I do think in a lot of 
books by male novelists women are 
really short-changed, well, they’re 
just not portrayed as what I think is 
accurately.

M.L.: 1 think what’s happening to 
people these days is getting to be all 
too similar to what happened to 
people in the hungry thirties. It’s 
scaring me.

Excal: Are you writing about that?

childbirth as long as 30 years ago 
when it wasn’t too popular, and my 
second child was born in Africa and 
this was a wonderful experience. 
Those kids grew up as wanted 
children. 1 became concerned be­
cause I could see and read about so 
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M.L.: I’m trying to write a novel; of 
course, the thing is if these things

many young women 
bearing unwanted children and 
children of rape and incest-it just come into my books they come in 
broke my heart. I can’t stand to think 
of those young women with no home 
and being responsible for that child 
for perhaps 18 years and what it 
would do to the child and the

naturally by themselves. I don’t start 
out to write a short story or a novel 
with a particular sort of cause in 
mind because these things simply 
come out because they’re part of my 
life view.
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Excal: I understand you’re also 
involved in Arts for Peace.

Excal: Your first published stories 
were from Africa. At the time, did 
you have any sense of wanting to 
write about Canada, about your own 
roots?
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M.L.: I’m involved with quite a 
number of anti-nuclear groups and I 
may add, totally committed to non­
violent protest. I’m involved with 
Operation Dismantle, Project 
Ploughshares, which is the inter­
church group and I have done quite a 
bit of that kind of stuff. I think it’s 
the most important cause of our 
time. If we don’t solve this one, 
there’s not going to be anyone 
around to solve anything else.

M.L.: I knew that I would ultimately 
write (about Canada) because I had 
before. I started writing about Grade 
Three. Our years in Africa were such 
a fascinating experience that I was 
overwhelmingly motivated to write 
about that. But I always knew I 
would come back and write about
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violence against us and that he doesn’t have adequate bouncers to work 
the door,” said Khan.

The Alliance claims that O’Sullivan excuses were unacceptable. “He’s 
just building a strong athletic reputation at the pub by supporting and 
allowing dances in the JCR by the various sports organizations,” said 

• Khan. “He doesn’t want us there.” she continued, “because he thinks we 
will be a detriment to the reputation he is working so hard to build, ft’s 
outright discrimination against the gay population at York.”

When contacted by Excalibur, O’Sullivan refused to speak on the 
record about the incident, offering nothing more than a “no comment”.

The Bethune College Council, which gave the Gay Alliance $ 100 earlier 
this year, must approve the club’s application for use of college facilities 
and Khan thinks her group “will be given the room.” But stated in a letter 
written to the Excalibur Editors that “further action will be taken against 
Bethune College if such discrimination persists.”

Canada and indeed, I didn’t want to 
keep writing about Africa too long 

Excal: Concern about war comes out because there were certain things
in your novels, for example, when about African society that I could
the young men go off to war in Bird not know as well as I could about my 
in-the House. When did you become 
concerned about these issues?

Excal: Do you actively encourage 
young writers?

M.L.: Certainly over the years I’ve 
met with a great number of young 
writers and I’ve been Writer in 
Residence at three different universi­
ties, University of Toronto, Western 
and Trent, and I see many young 
writers. It doesn’t matter to me 
whether the young writer who wants 
to talk to me is a man or a woman, if 
I’m in a job like that. But I think, I 
could honestly say that I do try to 
encourage younger women.

own people. Because it’s your own 
people, your own country, your own 
culture, you know things that you 
don’t even know you know.M.L.: Dieppe is mentioned in every 

single one of those books (Mana- 
waka series). The reason is, of 
course, I was about 16 when Dieppe 
happened and, of course, a lot of the person still, 
boys from my town joined up. That 
was the moment when I first realized 
what war was all about. What war 
was all about was people being travel? 
killed, and I feel very passionate 
about that. It makes me so angry 
when you think both the great 
powers have got nuclear arms to, the 
jargon word is overkill. It can 
overkill every creature on earth 
many times over. They can only die 
once. I think the whole thing is 
madness and we’ve got to raise our Excel: How large is Lakefield? 
voices against it.
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IIIM.L.: I still feel like a small town 
person because basically I am. That’s 
why I choose to live in Lakefield. I’m 
not suited to living in the wilderness 
and I’m not suited to living in a 
metropolis. It’s because I grew up in 
a small town.
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Excal: In your work you portray the 
problems women face with birth, 
abortion, etc. in a very sympathetic 
light. Where did your concern for 
these issues and your work with the 
Canadian Abortion Rights Action 
League come from?

M.L.: I myself have never had an 
abortion. I have two very, very 
beloved children, 27 and 30 years 
old. I had my children by natural
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M.L.: The sign outside Lakefield says 
Excal: The depression years form the 2,200, but I’m darn sure there are a
background of many of your novels, few more than that. When I first
What do you think of our current moved there, I was tempted to go out
economic situation? in the dead of night and add a one.
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____ The New Pizza Hut®
Btaa Restaurant

Now In Toronto!
JSF/JSU PRESENTHow Would You Like

To ADefend yourself in court after being 
charged with a traffic offence

• Know the Point Demerit System
• Know the Laws of the Road
• Feel more confident about your driving This is no ordinary pizza

There is a special taste in pizza that comes only from 
baking and serving in a pan...that special taste of our PAN
PIZZA DELICIOUS!

And starting in February, 
take advantage of our new

CONVENIENT DELIVERY SERVICE
Only 5 minutes from York U.

RETREATFor example: do you know your 
legal obligation at a stop sign?

The Laws of Driving will begin 
Tuesday, March 1/83 in 114 
Winters College at 7:00 p.m. 
Investment is $50 for 10 hours of 
instruction. All course material 
included. Limited enrollment. 
Offer will not be repeated. Call 

667-3355.

On Judaism & Sexuality
AT THE CASWELL RESORT,

SUNDRIDGE, ONT.

1/20 cent cash redemption value

$2/$l OFF!THF COUNSELLING 
AND

DEVELOPMENT
CENTRE

offers
Personal Counselling 

Group Counselling 
Learning Skills 

Sell-Management Programs 
Relaxation Training 

Consultation 
Room 145 Behavioural 

Sciences Bldg. 667-2304 
also

• Career Centre
N105 Ross 667-2518

Centre for handicapped 
Students, 135 Behavioural 
Sciences Bldg 667-3312

FEBRUARY 17 - 20, 1983
79 Get $2 off any large pizza or $1 off any medium. 

One coupon per party per visit at participating 
Pizza Hut ® restaurants throughout the entire 
metropolitan area. Valid on eat-in or carry-out 

orders only. Offer good on regular menu prices 
only through February 28, 1983.

Treat yourself at our new Downsvlew location:

•Seminars, Workshops 
•Skiing, Ice Fishing 
•Swimming, Sauna 
•Sleigh Ride 
•Films

u
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V 3 Cost: $80 Students

$100 Non-Students
1949 Finch Ave. W.

Norflnch Plaza 
North York, Ontario 

Telephone: 749-4313
L2X Rtee»

-Hut e
REGISTRATION DEADLINE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4th 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE PHONE 
JSF 667-3647 OR JSU 923-9861

This offer NOT valid In combination with any other Pizza Hut * offer. 
• 1982 Pizza Hut. Inc.
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