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Mumbling In Print

““We crave your attention fora
little while, to endeavor to state
the aim of our paper,‘‘began the
first Dalhousie Gazette. (1869)

““Our first issue, we must
plead, labours under some dis-
advantages . . . . owing toour not
having received articles from
among the ablest of our contrib-
utors’ .

A century later, the disadvan-
tages remain: however, that
Joseph Howe was unable to meet
his copy deadline provides no
reason to suppose that our own
contributors have been offered
the same privilege.

Unlike our predecessors of
1869, we make no promises to
defer the writings of such ““dis-
tinguished gentlemen’ to future
issues; such gentlemen will con-

tribute copy on time, and the
results we hope, will satisfy our
readers,

It is our ambition that news of
current issues be objectively
presented in a clear and concise
manner, to most effectively re-
flect the life and activity of Dal-
housie -- and if it may arouse
comment, so we hope, will the
comment arouse discussion, and
the active participation satisfy
all.

Features may be varied --pro-
voking, amusing, dynamic,
classic, or ridiculous, -- pri-
marily to provide a creative
outlet in stimulating student
thought.

We believe, asour 19th century
predecessors recorded, that
‘“The Dalhousie Gazette is to be

conducted mainly by undergrad-
uates, and graduates of the
college . . . Its aim is two-fold,
viz: the cultivation of literary
taste among ourselves, and the
establishment of an organ in
which free expression can be
given not only to our own sen-
timents, but tothose of others who
may interest themselves in our
progress, and prosperity. The
prosperity of a University is the
prosperity of a Nation. The train-
ing, and mental tastes formed
there extend their influence to
succeeding generations, and give
to the national character, tone,
and direction.”’

Our goals, then, of creating an
organ both of literary taste, and
of free expression, are defined;
we invite you to join us in seeing
them completed,
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I am glad to offer a hearty and sincere wel-
come to the students entering Dalhousie Uni-
versity this year. You are commencing your Uni-
versity education at a most exciting time, when
universities all over the continent, Dalhousie in-
cluded, are growing more rapidly than ever be-
fore and reaching out into broader and more ex-
citing developments in post-secondary education.

The University offers to those fortunate
enough to be able to attend, oppertunities not
equalled in any other institution in our society.
Here you may continue your education in a great
many different academic disciplines. Here you
should also grow and develop in your relations
with your fellow students and in the acquisition
of those qualities of mind and character which
produce the cultured and cultivated members of
our nation.

I hope vou will all avail vourselves of the
many opportunities for extra.curricular activi-
ties, but I eannot but repeat what I said to last
year’s Freshmen when I told them that they should
put first things first. Until you have been here long
enough to be able to measure your own capacity,
you should see that your work in the classroom and
laboratory receives priority among the competing
demands on your time and attention.

[ am sure you will find many things of the
greatest' interest during the years ahead, I wish
you well, both personally and on behalf of the
Faculty of the University,

Henry D, Hicks

INntroduction to Lunacy

Civil Health Chairman R,B,
Parsons recently issued a state.
ment of formal praise tothe new-
ly appointed Dalhousie Council of
Students; the speech however,
while lauding the activities of the
Council members in general, im-
plied serious condemnation con-
cerning the council executive.

Those ‘‘power hungry individu-
als’, Dr,Parsons said, were ‘‘ir-
responsibily jeopardizing the
lives of tomorrows’ leaders by
their irrational demands of in-
tensified Council effort, and pro-
duction.’® Discarding student
President Herrndorf’s interpre-
tation of Council’s responsibility
as “pernicious egotism?’, Dr.
Parsons ( a Dalhousie graduate)
said ““I resent the megalomanic-
al new frontiersmanship that has
so shamelessly bared ifs bald and
ugly head through the restful
calm of our Dalhousie waters,
Never have students in the past
had reason to view their elected
Council as a responsible repre.
sentative body, and I see no reas.
on why the future should call for
so radical, and extremist an in.
terpretation,’’

In a final vitriolic attack
against Herrndorf’s ““foreigner’
policies, ‘‘so seriously endang.
ering the health of Dalhousie stu.

dents’’, Dr. Parsons gave his un-
qualified support to the majority
of Council members, and totheir
“highly commendable’ beliefs
that the primary purpose of Coun=
cil activities should not merely
be exhausting exercise for the
leaders of today, but rather,
should provide occupational ther-
apy for the leaders of tomorrow,

Further suggestions for gen-
eral improvement included that:

1. Council meetings should be
held Saturday afternoons. (This
motion was tabled until final re-
scheduling of the Johnny Jelly-
bean Hour.)

2. Council meetings should be
held in shifts of 47 minutes each,
(according to Dr. Parsons’ re.
search on shifting vertebrae, this
represents the longest period for
which any individual may remain
safely motionless.)

3. An 86 minute recess between
the above shifts be permitted, to
allow the serving of warm milk,
and dietary biscuits, (We assume
that this latter would be compuls-
ory.)

-~ it should here be noted that
Lois Leverman, (Nursing rep.)
was eventually located, asked to
provide sanitary cots inthe event

that council accept a motion mak-

ing naps compulsory after every
speech. (This proposal resulted
from the agonized pleas of Coun-
cil members, as the clock hands
swept past 10:30 p.m.).

4, Council should commission
Don Messers Jubilee orchestra
to record soothing lullaby’s to be
piped into the Council chambers,

b. Council members be proe
vided hourly with four ounces of
fresh bubble-gum, (A recent sur-
vey, conducted by the Truro Uni-
versity of Agriculture has had
great success with similar exa
periments in group efficiency.)

5. Council should appoint a re-
cording technician to tape couns
cil members views inthe privacy,
and comfort of their own homes.
Margie MacDougald, the Can-
adian Union of Students (C,U,S.)
representative however, took a
strong stand against this point,
and quite logically demanded,
“pbut what I don’t understand is,
say, if a council member has a
landlady who doesn’t have elec.-
tricity, then what I think is that
we should get a recording ma-
chine with batteries, because of
course, what I mean is, it really
wouldn’t be fair nottohaveevery
one fairly represented’. Lynn
Black said nothing,

Peter Herrndorf

Students’ Council
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It is my pleasure to welcome you, the new
students, to Dalhousie University, and I offer you
my best wishes for success during the coming
academic year.

It is my sincere hope that university life will
fulfill the expectations that you have entertained,
and justify the sacrifices which others have en-
dured to make your university eareer a possi-
bility.

However, university is more than just lec-
tures and text books. It is an opportunity to make
new friends, and above all, an opportunity to
learn about the world in which you live. It is also
a place to spend the best years of your lives . . .
A place where intellectual skills must be prop-
erly balanced with social and athletic oppor-
tunities.

As we enter a new year of projects, en-
deavors and activities, it is my hope that you
will remember that your student government is
dependent solely upon your participation and
active support. The events of freshie week have
been specifically designed to welcome youtoDal-
housie, We hope that you will take part and enjoy
them.

I look forward to meeting you.
Peter Herrndorf,
President,
Dalhousie Council of Students
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