Making Waves

' by Dragos Ruiu

Recently, | happened to be browsing in
a bookstore (noting all the books students
can’t afford, thanks to our friends in
Ottawa) at the infamous WestEd, when 1
heard a shocking conversation.

Next to me stood a late-grade high
school trendoid. He was bedecked in the
keenest trendy garb (you know, the ten
dollar sweaters with the sixty dollar pony
on them) and had the latest trendy type
main-squeeze on his arm, dressed in her

most overpriced Bennetton outfit —all to

prove daddy was generous with the
allowances. But it’s not a sin to be stupid
and pay too much for names on clothes.
However, what they discussed is a different
matter...

The male-trendy wished to buy a book,
and the female of the species was berating
him for, “wasting all that time reading
books. They are so boring...” she said. Then
she actually went on to say, “You can get
all the same information by just watching
TV.” | really wanted to scream. | wanted to
pummel that little twit. (Twit is not quite
severe enough, so insert the expletive of
your choice.) :

| mean, here we have a typical example
of what is supposed to be the positive
aspect of our society: young people at the
upper end of the socio-economic scale,
supposedly well-educated, and with a
supportive family. And they can come up
with asinine statements like that.

Oh what a sad day it will be when the
only source of information and
entertainment will be the Idiot Tube. We
will then have reached the pinnacle of
myopic mental retardation we seem to be
striving so hard for,

If we aren’t careful we could end up
forgetting how to read and write. It doesn’t
take a genius to see that the major cause
for the decline we are seeing in reading
and writing competence is television. Who
needs to expend the thought and effort on
written material when television offers it to
you in a new brighter and whiter pre-
digested pap version?

The ultimate luxury — now you don’t
even-have to think. Besides, on TV all the
women look like Farrah Fawcett and all the
men carry big guns that don’t kill anyone
when they go off. Who could possibly ask
for more?

Yes, who needs to read those boring
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of vegetables whose 1Q’s look like they actually benefit from and enjoy it.
were measured on the Richter Scale. But don’t count on it. In the meantime,
Maybe in a few decades our race will  watch David steam-roll stupid pets, watch
evolve and our television entertainment Ann Medina reduce complex issues to

with it. After all, it isn’t the medium that
causes such negligible content, it's the
people who make and watch the stuff. It is
conceivable that intelligent entertainment
can be produced and people could

simplistic emotional arguments, and watch

~ Bob call them on down to guess the price
of concrete-flavoured pop tarts. And you
better enjoy it!

books when we have that God-send of
intelligent information, TV? All you need to
broaden your horizons and stimulate your
intellect are shows like Dynasty and award
winning sitcoms (drivel above and beyond
the call of duty) like Cheers. Forget John Le
Carre and Harlan Ellison because sitcoms
and game shows are here to show you the
true path of enlightenment!

Or how about news — forget those
boring depressing news magazines. Our.
new improved news programs have all the
packaged fluff you need to soothe your
mind. Forget that journalistic integrity stuff;
our carefully screened news will make sure
that you don’t get information that could
worry your pretty little head. And that way
you won’t have to worry about fitting in
because you can think in exactly the same
way your neighbours do...

But cynical diatribe aside, it is statements
like the one made by that girl and the
immense popularity of shows like
Stampede Wrestling that really make me
have doubts about whether all those
people out there are dealing with full
decks.

Apparently they aren’t because the
television watching populace accepts and
ENJOYS season after season of shows like
the A-Team. The industry makes obscene
amounts of money with material aimed at a
grade three comprehension level.

The inescapable conclusion is that the
seething television viewing masses consist
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LET'S PARTY
THE BEST PRICES IN TOWN! |

JAN. FEB. MAR. '87
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455-6276

Plastic wine, beer & liquor glasses,
plates, napkins, table covers, etc.
- 7 ox. liquor glasses $30.25/'1000
- coffee cups, plastic cutlery
- ice buckets, Beer & Ice Tubs.

Dry ice - For Halloween, Dicsos, Etc.

451-4380 Free Delivery On All Orders
12136 - 121 A St.
SEE US FIRST | |

& & GoingYourWay! v
HOW TO MAKE
YOUR HOLIDAY WORK!

SWAP TALK

CFS has a way to help you

cut travel costs and earn WHEN: Friday, Jan. 3:-)’80
valuable work experience in 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Britain, Ireland, Australia, New - WHERE: S.UB. Theatre
Zealand and new for 1987 — SPEAKER: Pia Sutcliffe
Japan. You owe it to yourself Eoof(\ggg a?(\)):’AP
to find out about:
For further information contact:
TRAVEL CUTS :
Main Floor SUB @ 432-2592 or

SWAP

10424A - 118 Ave. ® 471-8054

¥ 9 TRAVELCUTS @9

FEES DIVISION WILL BE DISBURSING
GOVERNMENT GRANTS, OTHER SCHOLARSHIP
CHEQUES AND SIGNING LOAN FORMS IN

| ROOM 349 CAB
8:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

JAN. 02, 05 - 09

JAN. 29 - 30
FEB. 02 - 06
FEB. 26 - 27
MAR. 02 - 06

YOU MUST PRESENT YOUR
CURRENT 1.D. CARD

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 432-3389
OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER

Tuesday, 27, 1987 :
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