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Universities neglect tolerance and understanding

by Rick Warren

Universities should do more
to create better understanding
and tolerance in Canadian society,
says a University of Alberta
professor.

“We should not allow the
university to perpetuate the dis-
credited myth that it is neutral in
regard to value issues and that it’s
task is simply to pursue the truth
while making no comment on
moral values,” Educational Foun-
dations Associate Professor Dr.

lvan DeFaveri told the provincial -

committee on tolerance and un-
derstanding in Edmonton last
W ednesday.

The Alberta Government
formed the committee after
Eckville teacher Jim Keegstra was
fired for teaching students the
Jewish holocaust in the second
world war was a hoax.

Neutrality is not only un-
desirable - it is impossible, said Dr.
DeFaveri.

~ The University should sub-
stitute a clear and unambiguous
committment to the value of equal
rights of all people in place of any
claims that the university is value
free, he said.

He added that the university’s
internal policies and unwieldly
size should not be allowed to
serve as an excuse for making only
a token gesture in approaching
the problems facing the commis-
sion.

A major step the university
could take, he said, would be to

-ensure that students preparing to

become teachers receive a better
liberal education than they do
now.
“In it’s (the Faculty of Educa-
tion) pursuit of multiple purposes
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it tends to lose sight of it's major
goal: to educate future teachers
and not merely train them. On the
one hand it wants students to
become liberally educated: on the
other hand it also wants to
promote the technical expertise
future teachers will need,” said
DeFaveri.

The university best contribu-
tion would be made if it placed
more emphasis on the cultivation
of well educated teachers rather
than technical aspects of the
teacher education programs.

DeFaveri said technical
aspects are learned on the job
(including student teaching
placements) with more lasting
effect. ‘

The original version of a
university where free, informed
and rational minds are cultivated
should be taken more seriously

by Suzette C. Chan

Second year Education Stu-
dent Carol Leroy believes “an
important starting point in
teaching tolerance is the develop-
ment of teachers who not only
have tolerant attitudes but who
truly appreciate the diversity of
our multicultural society.”

Leroy’s comments were part
of a Student Union submission to
the Committee on Tolerance and
Understanding.

The committee wrapped up
25 days of province-wide hearings
with a five-day stay in Edmonton
last week. i

The SU also presented briefs
by Ward Milligan (Ed IV) and
David Paterson, who along with
Leroy is completing an after-
degree B.Ed. program.

VP Academic Barb Donald-
son, co-ordinator of the student
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than it has beenin recentyears, he

said.

“It will include an attempt to
encourage all students to care
about the well-being and
flourishing of other human
beings. If this takes place in the
emotional lives of our students,
our committment to the equal

rights of all people will be
translated into action,” said
DeFaveri.

Education students should be
“‘le ss concerned with such things
s teaching methods, computer
literacy and the training of rats.”
They should aim for an education
centered around the humanities
and the social sciences, he said.

DeFaveri says “students
should be required to take fewer
courses giving multiple choice
questions on final exams, fewer
courses whose final examinations
rely almost entirely on memoriza-
tion, and fewer courses the

presentation, apologized ror its
limited scope due to “time con-
straints.”

Apparently, SU President
Robert Greenhill received an
invitation in September to present
briefs to the commission but
forgot to tell anyone until Christ-
mas.

In a written submission,
Milligan, who was unable to
attend the hearings, says “the
university’s job is to
equip....teachers with the tools
needed to combat discrimina-
tion.”

He suggests that the B.Ed.
program should include “a course
on multiculturalism that would
allow students to gain an un-
derstanding of various cultures.”

Milligan further recommends
“potential teachers who con-
tinually show a lack of understan-
ding towards various groups and
cultures within our society....be
removed from the education
program.”

Leroy says one of the
weaknesses of the current educa-
tion program is that potential
teachers are not taught adequate-
ly how to approach minority
children in the classroom.

mastery of which requires nothing
but common sense.”
. “Then future teachers will

learn about the social, historical &

economic and ideological forces
that have given rise to intolerance.
Then they will be most likely to
have those experiences which will
best prepare them to make the
many decisions related to
tolerance that will confront them
when they become teachers.

Committee Chairman Ron
Ghitter called the DeFaveri
presentation very important say-
ing it will enable them to get a
better grip on their task. The
committee is due to present it’s
report to the provincial govern-
ment in December.

The Committee on Tolerance
and Understanding hasbeen tour-
ing the province and receiving
submissions for the last four
months.

Multiculturalism should
be taught in schools

“We do not learn how to
effectively work with them and we

are often left with the impression |

that their culture, not the system,
is at fault for their failures.”

To improve ‘“cultural ex-
posure” for education students,
Paterson recommends ““a variety
of placements for student
teachers,” such as on Indian
reserves and in northern and rural
schools; lectures by cultural and
ethnic leaders; and “at least one
required course in multicultural
studies.”

Healso agreed to points made
by Dr. Ivan - Faveri earlier that

week (see above ). Although
Paterson picicis education
students to have complete

freedom to develop their own
style of dealing with moral
questions in the classroom, he
recognised that his is a minority
view.

“Many education students
feel they need more specific
training....they can’t handle ideas.
We need to find the middle
ground between a completely
liberal approach and specific
tolerance training.”

Right versus left

Toronto (CUP) - A member of a
campus right-wing  Christian
group disrupted a recent meeting
between University of Toronto
Gays and Lesbians Club and the
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence.

The Sisters of Indulgence are
gay men who wear nun’s habits as
a statement on religion and sexual
guilt feelings, founded in San
Francisco.

Mike Kelly, who attended the
meeting, said a Marantha Campus
Fellowship member broke into
the room and “started yelling
‘we’re sinners and we’re all going
to hell.” ”
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Kelly said he thought the man
was a “Sister” at first, playing a
joke as “we had just heard a
presentation on why such people
(who criticize gays) look silly” he
said.

The meeting helped support
individuals “troubled” about their
sexual preference and served as a

discussion on what to do about .

people who abuse gays and
lesbians.

TheMarantha group has been
removed . from some university
campuses because members
refuse to tolerate other views.
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