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Nebraska
Bruce Springsteen
CBS Records

by Mark Roppel

For all of you Springsteen fanatics out
there weaned on "Born to Run” and
“Hungry Heart", Nebraska is going to
come as a shock: that's right my little
droogies, the Boss has gone acoustic. The E
Street Band is nowhere to be heard on this
album, just Bruce with his guitar and
harmonica — sort of like a watered down
version of the late great John Lennon's
“Plastic Ono Band".

I do not mean to suggest that
Springsteen has taken a radical new
departure in his music, he is still writing
about cars and girls, but compared to The
River, Nebraska is decidedly downbeat.

“Open All Night”, the only song on
the album which could be considered
“upbeat”, is a musical and lyrical clone of
“Ramrod”; as for the remaining tracks, the
listener could easily be forgiven if he had
difficulty distinguishing one from another.
After about ten minutes of Bruce mourn-
fully wailing away (come on, nothing is
that bad!) and monotonously picking his
six string, one cx{eriences a sensation
d ly close to boredom. Occasi
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Springsteen promises to break out of his
self-imposed comatose state, but he never
quite s, and his harmonica solos are
nothing if not irritating.

Now the big question is, if the album
is so bad, why did 1 like it? What could
possibly be more ridiculous than some
filthy rich rock star singing about un-
employment, poverty, and jail" But
somehow, Springsteen manages to convey
the despair, the frustration, the humilita-
tion, and above all the hopelessness of
someone who knows their life is adead end.
1 guess that is why they call him the Bass.

The title cut is the story of a man who,
along with his “pretty baby” (no wonder
Springsteen gets so much flak from
feminists), goes on a killing spree and is
now facing the electric chair:

The Boss goes acoustic

1 can’t say I'm sorry for
the things that we done
At least for a little
while sir me and her
we had us some fun.
In "My Father's House”, our. humble
narrator returns home only to discover,
“I'm sorry son but no one by
lives here anymore”. My favourite track is
"Hi%‘hway Patrolman”, about a cop who
lets his' murdering brother get away:
Me and Franky laughin’ and
drinkin’ nothin” feels
better than blood on blood
Takin' turns dancin’
with Maria as the band
played “night of the
Johnstown Flood”
I catch him when he's strayin’
like any brother would
Man turns his back on
his family well he just
ain’t no good.
How could an‘);one not be moved? (Hey,
this is better than “Stairway to Heaven!)
At times Nebraska sounds like
SCTV's “"Farm Film Report”, since no less
than four of the songs on the first side
contain lyrical references to people getting
“blowed up good”; over half the tracks
contain that ultimate American symbol of
freedom, the car — driving down the
highway trying to leave everything behind.
Make of all this what you will (is Bruce
secretly a psychopath?), but 1 think it is best
summed up in the final song of the album,
“Reason to Believe”:
Struck me kind of funny
funny yea indeed
how at the end of every hard
earnedday you can find
some reason to believe
Nebraska was recorded at home on a
four-track tape , at present Springs-
teen is back in the studio with the E Street
Band. I have never been a big fan of the E
Street Band, but there is nodenying that —
even if only dye to sheer numbers — they
pack a lot of punch. Perhaps this next
album will pick up where “The River” left
off, but in the meantime if you are feeling
low and want to feel even lower, Nebraska
is for you.
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