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CANADA AND ITALY

f' ANADA lias many Itali' an citizens, and owes mucli to the country
~'which gave tliem to lier, but aside froip this there is great reason

for an exhibition of national sympatliy. fThe disaster which lias corne
upon that sunny land is, of the rnost unfortunate character and of stu-
pendous proportions. The way in which the world bias been liastening
to lier assistance and relief is the greatest evidence of the growing
international good-will. Canada cannot be backward at such a tim,,
and it is pleasant to record that the Federal Cabinet did not liesitate
in formaily expressinig tlie national sympathy and iii tlieir dispatcli
of $ioo,ooo for relief purposes. Tliey recognised that the whole
Canadian people would approve of prompt and generous assistance
for a ister nation in distress.

Several Caniadian cities liave also moved promptly in the matter
and thîs too is to be commerided. If a similar misfortune overtook
a group of Canadian. cities and towns, it would be a great consola-
tion to us to have Italian cîties extend their sympatliy'and' assist-
ance. For the same reason, the Italians wili appreciate tlie civic
liand-grasp which we stretcli across tlie'Atlantic and the Mediterran-

*eau.

DOUBLE SHUFFLE IN POPULATION

T bas been recently said that the Canadian population of the NewEngland States would makçe a city almost twice the size of
Montreal. The Maritime Provinces are facing the serious problim
of a western migration. Ontario lias a similar story to tell. Tlie
trend of population in Canada is irresistibly westward. Instances
of men* seliing western farms to move eastward are as rare as snow-
balls in July. The national slunmp in eastern and middle population
must be made up by importations from abroad. Mr. Hirst, editor
of the London Economzit, enuniciates a novel doctrine of immigration
to Canada, quite regardiess of ail Emerson Hoiigli lias said in lis
serial cailed "The Sowing." Mr. H irst is convinced that prairie life
is too lonely for the Englishm-an or the Scotcliman. Isolated in the
best wlieat lands, hie fears that lis sentimental countrymen wili go
insane. He advocates that the less accessible parts of Canada should
be occupied by those who are uised to Canadiani life; thiat the Onta-
rians shouid migrate westward and leave their farms to the Britishi
immigrant. This is flot a solution which will appeal to the Ontario
farmer. Mr. Hirat does riot comprehiend Ontario. He does not
uinderstand that land which has been hewed and homnesteaded out of
the woods during a hundred years of pioneering lias a sentime~ntal
hold on people whic. is quite as respectable as the Britislier's dread
of an outpost. Neither would it be good economy for the Ontario

faire of the people. In considering their national welfare, Presid
Roosevelt lias given the continent a new topic for discussion by
invitation to Canada and Mexico to attend an American confere
on the pre-servation of national resources.

Such an invitation should corne as a shock to ail those afi
dinner orators who, in both the United States and Canada, have b
accustomed to speak of our "unlimited natural resources." We hl
been taught by t-hese post-prandial purveyors of buncombe, lioney
"ishaft sawder," that there were enougli forests, minerais, wal
powers and other natural pi-oducts on this ricli continent to supD
mankind for a tliousand years to corne. Yet here is the greatest nl
on this portion of the globe cailing a conference to consider wa
and destruction, and possible depletion. It is indeed strange.

Fortunately as we look deeper into the invitation and -the sit
tion, we find that a constructive poiicy is also aimed at. .Mr. Giff
Pinchot, wlio bore the message to Ottawa, remained long enot
to address the Canadian Club in the presence of Lord Grey,
Wilfrid Laurier, and Mr. R. L. Borden. He pointed out that
words were "conservation," "preservation," "irrigation" and "devel
ment." This makes one thînk that perhaps after ail the situatiot
not so bad. There is stili a littie ieft to conserve, to preserve, to i.
gate and to, deveiop. The forests, minerai deposits 'and oul fie
are to be conserved. In regard to coal the situation is aiready s'
ous. In minerais, the preventable waste is greater than the tc
annual revenue of the Dominion, Mr. Pinchot ventures. The fore
are to be preserved from destruction by fire and by wasteful luint
men. The wastc lands are to bie irrigated as lias been done in Caii
nia and in Soutliern Alberta, The water-powers and inland wat
ways are to be developed.

It is a wonderful programme, undertaken h'ot for the preS
generations but for posteritv.. Those nations are most truly gr
which are mQst concernied about posterity.

THE CANADIAN SNOW

TH HERE lias been consi'derable Opposition to the Montreal Ic'e Car
val on the part of patriotic citizens who fear that the public

Great Britatn and elsewhere may gain wrong impressions. Ani attefl
lias been made to show that the immigration experts disapprove of
The resuit of the argument hias been to make people somewliat lu,
warm in their support of the undertaking.

Just here there is one piece of evidence which the immigratý
authorities, the Montreal Board of Trade, and the railway offc
wili find it hard to answer. -There is published in Lonidon, a weel
known as "Canada." It %vas founded with the assistance of gil
antees made by ieading banking institutions, railways and the depa
ment of immigration on this side of 'the ocean. It was practica
bonused to help make thie Dominion better known in Great Brita
This paper is semi-official in character and presumably would krIl
what wili interest the British investor and the British immigrant.
should also know wliat will and what wiil flot discourage imirnig
tion. Yet in its issue for December 26th it hias many pictures of1
Canadian winter. Its frontispiece is "A Trapper's Christmas"7

hut, snowshoes and plenty of snow. A double page in the cel
of the issue is covered with reproductions of eight photographs, v
one having as its background snow and ice. Tobogganniflg, li
ig, cur'ling, ski-ing, sniowshoeing, hockey and ice-boating forai
subjects of the illustrations. Scattered throughi the issue areOt
pictures of a similar character.

Now if this semi-officiai governnment and raiiway orgi
allowed to make a feature of these winter sports and scenes,
should the Citv of Montreal be barred from hqvinço 4, ir ; nni'


