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MEN'0F TO-DAY
A tnuous prmerT IwHAT stormy petrel of Canadian polities abbreviated as "B. C."1

lias taken another spasm. A general election is imminent-
more than a year before it was due in the nattural course of
a quadrennium. Two of the MeBride Conservative ministry

hiave resigned. The Liberal Opposition lias just cbanged leaders.
lion. Mes(srs. Tatlow and Fulton bave left the
cabinet, bath on account of a railway deal. Pre-
mnier Mcl3ride begins to have the stern joy of
being a king in times of defection. Mr. Meflride
stood for the guaranteeing- of the bonds of the
Canadian Northern Railway, which intends to
run a line from Yellowhead Pass down ta Kam-
loops, thence by way of New Westminster to

Vancover.The bonds were ta be guaranteed at
thirty-five thousand dollars a mile. The txvo min-
isters wlio have resigned oppose tbe guarantee.
They are by some stispected of being lu collusion
with the C. P. R. The situation is bigblv inter-
esting and will of course furnisb a deal of camn-
paign material for the election, which will be
lield on November 25th; nominations wiIl be
two wveeks earlîer.

Mr. McBride lias been in polities most of
bis life. Furthermore, lie bas been lu British
Columbia almost ever, since bie was bhorn lu New
Westminster in 1870. XVbile a lad be left home
to attend Dalhouîsie UJniversity lu Halifax; but
lie soon got back >ta the WVest; mbat politics wben
twenty-six years of age. lu 1898 bie became
mnember for Dewdney îu the Legfislature, which
tip ta this timne bad been largely witbout party:
composed of coalitions and double shuff les Hon, RI(
pecuiliar ta a newr cotîntry. lie was the first i'renmitr of
mernber on a straigbt party ticket. In 1900 hie
becamne caithnet minister, Tri Julie, 1903, lie car-
ried his party ticket still further wben lie became
temporary Conservative Premier in succession ta
E. Gi. Prior, wliose coalition ministry had resigu-
ed. In Novembher af that year hie retained bis
seat and lis premiership in a provincial general
clection. Again in February, 1907, lie was re-
el'ectedt both as Premier and as member for Vic-
toria, where bie lias always lived since he became
a public mnan. There seems to bie little doubt
that lie will be returned ta power in November:
as the Opposition lias been consÎderably dis-organised and at the last election stood 16 Lib-erals ta 23 Conservatives, witb three Sociahists
ini the Hanse.

*o" * *

T l E shooting of Professor Ferrer, the SpanisbTsocial istic-revolutionist, by order of King
Alfonso, lias become of greater interest to

at least two continents than
even the execution of Dhinagrî
the Hindu revolutionist, in
London. Prof. Ferrer was a
scholar, a gentleman, a man of
wealth - and a socialist. He
was a specialist in education.
To ail intents and purposes lie
was a man whose aim was' ta
enligliten the people. He has
been called the Toîstoi of
-Spain - with some latitude.
Accused of complicity in the
anarchist attempt uipon King
Alfonso at the tirne of the
King's marriage ta the Prin-
ces.ý Enia, lie becamne a menace
to existing'ý institutions. That
lie was an anarchist is not pas-
,sible of proof. Ilis socialisme
however, was by no means Of
a gentie type. Whatever it
was-he lias paid the penalty;
mutd lie lias set socialists agog
on two continents. Victor
Grays0n, the English agitator.
addressing a tulinultonis meet-

.gon London streets the
oter day, laid the crim-e of
Ferrer's execution at the doorA
of King Edward, the ttncle of On th Ad-Tn.Jh
King Alfonlso. However, Mr. oppoiio
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raouha-, beeni violent before without full cause. Tn Newv
Yor aou te sain1e time, Mr, Charles F dwardl Russell chiairmaned

a mee(,ting! il, \vi Ifonso and ail snch rullers were openly con-
derinned(. Mr. Riisseil k the author wlio a fe\\ vears ago got on the
traiiT of Tack London, the literarv a vowced al)ostle, of socialismi, for
p1l'agiarisiug from a Canadian writer, Thiere '.ee bch ail sorts and
conIditions of socialists. There is Bernard Sla.the aristocrat, wvho
makes socialism a hobby,, Mr. Il. Ci. \Vlls. the novelist, who makes
it a studv: and in Canada thiere are flot a few sincere meii of that
stripe whio have for years been labouring and in sorne instances

agitating on oeaf the cause. There are
alreadv everail Socîalist nieiers. in thie Brit ishi
C~olumibia Aeiitu s vet we seci to he
prettv w vil 1tere<l clear of the atiirchii'.t hrand
iniTiaaa liut we bave tiot as. vet snccredcd ini
defininig soilsîin this conitry ; which mlav
he larel bcailse xve have not the social coîidi-
tions to inake, the cause. urgent. No doubt. lîow-
ever. thec e\eciit ion of Professr Ferrer, w lîctier
mecritedl or not, will dIo soîniewhat to crvstalhisc
publie )pinioii. even iin thi s couintrv. Thie affair
is draîiiatic in the extreîîîc. Pathietic pictuire, are
drawvn of the daughter of the convicted revolu-
tioîist vail ' appealing to the vouung King to
.,pare lier father's lif'. There arc contradictory
rumours from the palace of Alfonso's violenit tup-

ridgf Premier Matira for interference with
the King's prerogative to exrieclînencv.
Thiere- are stories that Alfonso 1k i te power of
the Moîîks, the etîci-nies- of Ferrer. Certainlv
Spîlan bas becomne lîcir to a vista of troubles, of
tvhichi it is diffictîlt to forvee the enid.

A soy's ##*#,

TJO bc a bero is a preca-riotis thing. So manv
A heroies of to-day are the forgotten orues of

MeBrideta rnorrow, Ten easago Canadians be-
~h oui ~ auito akea new% roî)l of hionour in the Boer

War.111g amnong thesge was the sornewhat un-
lstial and altogether romantie figure of l3aden-

l>wlthe man wbo held Mafeking for a hm
dred and sn Inany days, and becane the Most

cunpiconschiaracter iu that part of the field.
After the war thiere were those who began to say
that hc was only an ordiniary mnan: a niere spec-
tacle; snmetbing of a miilitarv charlatan. and so
forth. IBut Badeîi Powell has lived long enoiighrand donecnag since the war to ecnic
bis detracto1rs., Now lie bas been knlighted. Fie
lias organiîse( the fartionîs body of boy scouts
which is one of t1he most sensible phases of b)oy
militarism, To become a boy scout a lad bas ta
prove himself capable of at least two tig
lie muiist be able to tracte an enerny for a mile
withouit bigobserved; and to liglit aniy fire

wihoie miatch. l'he boy scouts ognsto
mnmbers miany recruiits amiongl Canadian lads.

isco Ferrer, One of the moist etuisi ogatltr
Mtf tr Spiri calewa; recivedI byv the necw K.C.V.O. was

fromn the organisation of boy
scouts in Toronto. Baden-
Powell iniedl the British army
in 1876.
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H ON. JOHN OLIVER,

of lte Oppjosition ii Înrint-
isli Columnbia, Ile is an old-
timer and a real farmer. lis

predcessr. on. J. A. Mac-
Donal1d is ta becomec a judge,
Mr. Oliver is ready at a ny
given notice ta 'turn his
plougb,ý-sbiare into a sword. lI-e
i ont ta give the Mcl3ride

gov)\ernment a warm time.
It is rumoured that lie wîll run
ini direct Opposition ta the Pre-
mier in the city of Victoria. In
the illustration on this page lie
is seen talking to Mr. R. H.
Drury, a former M.P.P. The
Opposition leader's constituen-
cy is Delta and his post office
address is Mud Bay - which
seemns ta be combination
enougli to .strand almost any
man.


