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AT "aE SIG N 0F THE MA PLE
the New Era Brings Changes at Court.POSSIBLY it is somewhat, early to specuilate

on the important changes that will take place
at Court now th 'at the new era bas begun,
nevertheless it is without a doubt that they

will occur. The new Queen, who is known to be of
a very loyal disposition, will naturally desire to

surround h e rs e1f
with those friends
who have served hier
faithfully as. Prin-
cess of Wales. It is
natural also, that
being very studious
and serious-minded,
the new members of
ber Court wlll in-
cline in that direc-
tion, therefore it
mnay be surmisedwthat the social ideal
will trend more to

The Countess of Shaftesbury. domesticity and phil-
anthropy, ,rather

than to the brilliancy that bas existed during the
past.

Ail the ladies of the new Court are aristocrats
ini the older sense, representatives of what may be
cailed the higher domnesticit>'. First on the list and
highest cornes, 1 suppose, the Duchess of Devon-
sbire, wbo is to be MNListress of the Robes; a great
lady, refined, exclusive almost to a fault, one to
whom the social side of if e is uncongenial, the
domestic side the only one worth cultivating. Then
Lady Shaftesbury, bright and always beaming, yet
a woman, lîke ber sister, Lady Beauchamp, of wide
religious and intellectual interests, the sister of the
Duke of Westminster, and wife of the Queen's
Chamberlain; and in their turu Lad y Bradford, a
quiet and kindly, simpl>' arrayed little lady whom the
Queen is glad to number amiong hier most valued
friends; Lady Powis, as exclusive as the Duchess
of Devonshire; Lady Airlie, born the Lady Mabel
Gore, whose husband feli at Diamond Hill; Lady
Stradbroke, a grand-daughter of that Madame de
Faîbe whom Queen Alexandra honoured with bier
friendsbip; Mrs. Derek Keppel, Lady Eva Dugdale
and Lady Katherine Coke.

It is a well-known fact that the Queen is very
devoted to bier three brothers-the Duke of Teck,
whniqe nnrtrait and that of bis wife and children

hie said of Toronto. The church, I suppose, is the
original Cathedra] of St. James, on King Street
East. "The country round this town being very fiat,
is bare of scenic interest, but the town itself is full
of life and motion, bustie, business, and improve-
ment. The streets aie well paved and lighted with
gas; the bouses are large and good; the shops
excellent. Many of themn have a display of goods
in their windows such as may be seen in thriving
country towns in England, and there are some
which would do no discredit to the metropolis itself.
There is a good stone prison here, a handsome
church, a courthouse, and an observatory for noting
and recording the magnetic variations."

Dickcens bas left behind him a singularly beauti-
fui passage descriptive of N'iagara which possesses

A favourite portrait of ber Gracions MajesI>'.

the interesting feature of being very nearly poetry,
not quite, though apparently couiched in prose.

I tbink in every quiet season now,
Still do those waters roll andI Ieap and roar
And tumble aIl day long;
Still are the rainbows spanning them,

And always from its unfathoinable grave
Arises that tremendous ghost of spray
And mist, which is neyer laid.

Might this flot pass for very creditable vers,
Unconscious poetry is found in many pages

Blackmore. Lorna Doone, loveliest and most trti
romantic of byegone
novels, contaifis sev-
eral beautiful speci-
mens of an artistic
digression wh ic h
should neyer be at-
tenipted by second-
rate authors. The
result in the latter
case might be' some-
thîng like the fol-
lowing, which is an
attempt to convert a
bit of prose from
the Delineator fash-
ion book into verse.t Lady Eva Dugdale.
It scans, too. The
iambic pentameter is ail right, aIl riglit, whatev
may bie our opinion of the ideas expressed.

This ladies' skirt in mediunm sweep or round,
Consisting of a five-gored upper part,
Is. lengthened by a straight and gathered flounice.
Stitched to long hip depth, Fashion's closest fit.
This graceful skirt bas tucks around the hips:
A very charming senli-princesse dress,
In net, or voile, or'any summer-silk,
It would be dainty; at the lower edge,
In mediumi size, the skirt will nieasure four
.Yards and three'quarters. It might beý cŽombined
With blouse waist as below-a pretty style.
The waist, ithat closes in the back, is trimmed
Effectively with tucks to match the skirt.
The Dutch low neck, and sleeves with deep full ci
Are new and most attractive. 'For the skirt,
Five yards at forty inches wile required;
For twenty inches waist and fort>' hip.
Three yards of samne for forty inchies buist.

A good elocutionist could make something
that.

The Womnen's Aerial League.
J'ý N London there bas recenl>' been formied

Women's Aerial League of' Great Britain,
association that does not mneani to let the gn
grow under its feet. The Tatier records the p
gress they have already made. "There is a charmni
réunion on the first Thursday of each nionth,
which during tea there is always an excellb
musical programme followed by speeches on
subject of aviation b>' some auithorities on the ni
sport. These are both smart and interesting affai

-There are some 700 members now on the r,
and the president of the leaguec is Lady O'Hag
Just now it has a great schemne on foot to bu)
piece of land somewhere in the vicinit>' of Lonc
for the practise of aviation, and also, if possible,
raise enoughi moue>' among themselves and th
friends to build an airship and present it to.
nation. At a recent ~a home Sir Percy Scott rný
a racy speech on the future of aerial warfare 2
on the necessitv for the motto, "Wake tUp, Englan
to be impressed upon us as a nation. He congra
lated the Ieague on its energy and eriterprise."


