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THE IRRESISTIBLE FORCE, HA
TRE Irresistible Force as begun. Fifty square

mile" of the Immovable Objeet lias moved.
The Battie of the Somme begun on the 49th
birthday of Canada at 7.30 a.m.,, sticks out un

the imag:ratIon with the saine lively hue as the
Battie of the Marne. It is the absolute and glori.
ous contrast to the so-called Battie of the Aisne,
The Marn's was almost an incredible fluke. Thru
Aisn was the beginning of the, equally increible
deadlock-so-called. -The Somme is the beginunn
of wbatever phase the experts may choose to, cati
it en the evolution of the queerest war that was
ever known to a mankind.

SThe. Somme sius up In one day what the British
Empirehas donc in less thian two years In perfect'.
ing a war machine, fit ta strilte harder, and, if nee'd
Thp oftener and withi biggër sigeand immediate re-
sulis than aay of the other wvar machines in Europp
Th, bob'det tt p 'cddand accompanL',,l
the liattle of the Somme were the inost terrifie ln
tbis war of gigantic bombardmnents.

But wbhy were these Brltish. spending %o nia.iy
shetis a minute ini sucli a bombardinent? The Gr
man-, may have suspected. Tbey hailee gwýi.'
adiv.nce notice that there would hae a big general
offensive-somnewhere along the line. The gýeneral
bomibardient along the wbole British front. was part
of Ai( plan to keep the enemny guessing as to just
where the general offensive miglit strike. But thp
Getnîiiai waýr lords lauighed uacomfortably and said
the' British never would do il on' any scale coin-
meinsurate witb the war. The British were far ton
gentennly a nation of warriors to put mucli faith
ila higli explosive$.

Sa the Germans Miade tbeniselves believe, lecause
for- more thian a ycar it was a malter of commun oh-
servation that the. Britishi were not a striking nation
ont land. Lt was aditted hy even the Most optim-
istic of Britishers, even by the experts, that Britain
bad no kiad of machine for long enougli after thie
war began that could strike back inî any sncb way
ase the Germaa war lords were miigthe world.
Tbose Germanis up from the Rhine biad cause to
imagine themselves the modern representative,ý ot
Thor with bis bammer and old Vulcani in bis under-
world smnitby. Tbey bad smasbed us and we b fot
smiasbed back. Two or tbree tUnes we mnade a feint
or anashing, but it was, only p)opguninery as coin-
par-ed ta the tremnendous cataclysmis of bligh explos-
ives that came fromi the Gerînan aide.

So there were 1peopte-Ur. DYillon and others-who
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biegan ta talk about deadlock antd stalemate. Tbey
said tbal modern entrenchments could not ba blowa
up by the British artillery in sufficient strengtb to
match whmt the Gemmas were blowiag up. She~f-
field and Birmingham and Newcastle could not catch
ap on Krupp. The Gemmans bad accumulated too
niuch reserve of materials The war factories of
Garmnny weme loo Weil organîzed. It was only a few
years ago tbat Krupp von Boblen was sbown througli
the munitlion plants of England. HIe saw-little and
mucli; enougi ta convince bit th4t England bad not
laarned the business o! making great land guas.

And il was balievedl la Gemmmny that 'befora the
leisurely democratic and parlianxent-baggling Britan
could leara thîs greater gaine than pamliantenteering
the war could bie won by Germany. The inlerfer-
çnce of Great Britain on land la a great Europeaa
war would bie only a. fleabite at the moaL Theme
was tu he suecb speed and intansity and underworld
violence about lie German conduet of war that no
organization of British muailion-abopa ever could
become effective soon enougli.

Britain miglit organize an *army-Kitciaaer's
Mob. But tint mab wauld nat ha effc-tive be-
cause il would flot ba trained and inunitionedl In
lime. The war must end ia Germaay's favour about
lie tinta perliaps that lie war machine of Britain
bas been pamfected ta a point where il could ha of
no more use for a generation la ta bie a defuact
spectacle. And by lIe tinte the Gemmas had worked
Ibeir will on Europe the art of war on land, like
war on water and war in the air, would bave
chang-ed again and the British war machine would
ha scrapped alon.- witi the British Empire.

Weil, il was ahl very obvious ta lie w ar-lords oï
lie Rine. And il was almoat abvious to some o! the
pessimists on the Thames and tie St. Lawrence.
Il was a long wbule to, wait. The game of nibbliag
bagua by Joffrme and carried out by the British armny
wasý a long and tedious gante. The demdlock built
Itseif up. And tie Germait machine seemed 10,

thrive on it. lCitchener's great army was orgal
But wbat could Al do. The war, said the e-x
would be ivon not by men but by big guns. En
and Kitchener went on believing tbat aXter th4
blg gun had smashed the last trench on aithel
the war would be won by the side baving thei
est aumber of effective men armed wjlh rifle!
macine guns and bayonets and hand grenad
follow up the path blazed by the artillery. En,
and Lloyd George aad Kitchener went on
Joffre belîeving tbat the iron mines and coal 1
and the ruines of British and Fren'cl labour
be organized on as big a scale as tbe war orgi
tion of Germany; that the machine of Mars ii
land, added ta that in France and Russia, cou
a reasonable ýtime bie consolidated into a unit
some day would be the Irresistible Force.

And at last the Force lias begun to operali
less than two years Britain bas accomplisbei
unbelievable as she always dues, Ia July, 1911
British war machine is b6ginning to be capatl
co-perating witb tbe Frenchi in forcing offenl
It is no longer a business of holding desperate
ta keep the Germans front breakiag througbi
used ta be. Lt is a programme tu dislodg,
Germian underground armies, to drive them. o
Belgilum and France, ta loosen the stranglebo
the Central Empires on Europe, and au soc
possible ta transfer the battlegrounds tu the r
of the lUtine.

We have no idea bow long it will ta.te the
to bring the Germans tu, that stage o! figlitin
bhow long tbe Germans may cboose ta, figlit
that backward movement itt Rhinelaad teri
lias hegun.' But we do kaow that in the BaIL
the Somme the character of the war bas dia
The great initiative now lies with the Allies.
Britisb armies in, reserve are strong enougli to
up the wastage ia the 1,250,000 men now on th(
mile British front. 'And we bave reason ta bE
that tbe reserve of munitions from. bath Bir]
lin and Creusot is great enougli to back ni
armies. The Allies on the west front haVE
veloped montentunt mass la motion. The Ger
are no longer abte to back up their immens
serves of munitions wîth men enougli to withý
the momentuma of the Allies. And in the last
of tbe programme o! the Irresistibie Force we
reason ta belleve that Britain's land army and
ain's navy and B ritain's munition-shops will bi
dete'rrnning factor.

THE. SLVENTH PLATOON'S SUB3
G OokaODn n-rci n- ern lieu-

tenants are muade, nol bora, and flot ail 0f
tbem are made la beaven. Thaugli reaily
lIrst-class noa-coxn's. on the other hand, are

born-a-nd not too often at that, a lieutenant la a
Canadian Overseas battalion la the collaborated pr-o-
du(et of a tailoyr, an iniantry sehool, the bookt af the
Riag's Rules, the colonel and his platoýon. Than.
sncb a produet wbcn a.ew-this, of course, doea not
repfer ta the men who bave won their cornvmissiciis
ini France-tLhere la notbirtg much imore ta lie dre.aded,
except po.ssibly Bani-Bani, and tiere is a cure for
tuaI. For self cniuneslie :urpasses a fresbiy-
cauglil sb-o.p-l*fter and in quiet asuanele coin-
pletely ecllps<.es the veledictorian of a ladies' collEýge.
He is as obviously greedy for social fame, even a
ltttle on acco.unt, as a drunimor boy blowing smioke-
rings for the amusement of the girl la bis favaurite
candy shop, but not nearly sa buman. He locks Ui
,o like--uniform improves any mnan, ta say ninig
o!f six weeks' drilling-yet lie courts personal assault
every tinte hae rememibers bis thiïd eye-bro. His
leather-wrappe4 calves, bluebing befare the world f or
the first tinie since his motller tubbed hinm, telof
varaleli and biis "Sain Brown" of barnese-dret-s.zing,
witb which anmd a liLte garden sail, the batinan bias
beean trying, under orders, ta do away with the marks
of painful newness. His gait la a cross o et weea,
Jave leaulnig fromx the front dor of Olympus st noua
under LUic eye ofr J'uno and allier Olympian ladies,
and the sanme but a sadder Java ascendiing the- bacli-
stairs o! hie resldential niouataln, at a late liaur. Fie
la bold and timld, fearless anad quaking, co>ndes;cend-
Ixig anid at the saine time greally atfral& lie will be
overloalced. If one could one woiild nol think of
hlm in thils qtate. But il la the tender beginnLug
of ýC great developnu.it o! whikh the flnest kknd
of manly conrage is tlie flow'er.

By BRITTON B.. COOKE

'0.M LSTBR" MA'PHEfJR, of the saveatb pialoo
Lin l the Emt-'am-aliva Baîtalion, was promnotE

anid traneferred ta the Sd-mtolryBattalia:
sa the sevenîli plaloon o! the Eat-'em-ealive battalic
had no lieutenant and rejoiced lou-dly. The C-(
meantime liad wrltten one Charles Fitzmnaurice Jue
formerl',y o! Horaiag's Mills, Ontario, now o! Tomant'
ta report ta hlmi if le wanted ta ha -iven a rei
"conimaad" and a gantbler's chance o! getting ove
sea and int France, mnayhap Germany il-sel
Chlas Fitzamaurice Jones' fatber owaed a sau
llttle tainnery up la liorniag's Mills and a biai! ainerai
in a bob-tailed local weekly tint lias ielped pry
Gril int Parliament ever since a Tory was mad
postmiaster Up at the back-end o! the iding, mn
Jonas' senior lied jusl enougli "social" and rYoI1icý
sta-nding, one way and anoblier, ta require ta t
placatf-d. Heace Chiarles Fltzimmurice's cormmlissio
and the wil1ingnass cf Ibe Et-'em-mhive'sý C. 0. t
appoint hlmi ta the command o! the seventi plalua
la hieý battallan.

Cho.rleq Fitzmaurice was taîl, thicli and bro3aci. i
lied a blg bull jaw; and a nase like a dalib o! Puýt
on t'he aide of canrter sbop. e,.xce'pl that il -1
broiwn and ?balry-all the Joneq' lad haîr oYn the endi
a! tlyeir noqes. Ilis ears, !eliriv !anated the air i
their Pazemnat'- fo !1et qhç'd pits binep eyes liad liI
wile lashes lIaI wikad and blinke-d-as pretty ',
you please, A-nd lie lad large, s-praadiug hian&a 11k
dl.gitated berna, and a ring wltb a red glass,s ane i1
il tbat his graadfatber bail faunl in a pig latal>' da
by t4he graadfather's owun lanil, and4 treaaured as
f anily ruby. The FEat-'em-allve's f. 0. lad se.
and4 lked titis lumbenz soup-bone uif a lad and ha

added tbis lik.ing to bis sense of duty ta C
Fltzmaurlcc's father Up in Horùiag's Mills lai

[1, But tha sevealli platoon eyed tha naw lieutenan
~d oaly half-clnd contempt, came ta attention
ix, something like a bisa-it may just have be,
Ka heels accldentally acraping the grouad-and bo
)» lime. ft spent -lie firat niglit aifler Obarles
S, maurice arrived sbreddîag bis character. Lt

Ohlm naines ana sbould. shudder ta recali, an
liawful slgnificance il attbaclied ta Jouea' pale

r- wauld. have blighted any man's I1f e liad lie
f.lbem.
g Chiarles' taler had "done for" hm nicelY

~tBedford cord breeciee and a fitted-in waist ti
a atblatilc heifer migit have eavied. He liad 1

le blawni himself ta Stmaticana boots befare cons
dj the authloritie, but aaw lad ta abandon the<
il leýather lEýggings, whlcli are eheaper and le,ý

Plurauis ta gel itand out a!. lis muscles t
nundpr the-in. Thoughl thioli, Charles Fllzmauric
:a t withbut g~ood lines aminsbips., B3anered

off-afteraoons lie cmuised Yonge Street, and
eStreet, an-choreýd occastionally la a fashionabli

hole or a hiberdasher's, smoked elegantly an<i
7 ready ta patronize axny prelty woman wlio fe1

~5eyee3 irreslstibly dmawn toward tbat towering f
[s The seventli plaloon formed plans for redeeiul

nlieutenant, l>eginn'lng by deliberate.ly and bY'
7 a.rraaged plaýna mlsuriderstandlng every allier

Sthe lieutenant isaued. Wben accused the me~n 1
e hurt and stoad by one anoliher, even to the nont-(

i luimmlng tbey ai]5 hearIjd the order the lieut
ba~d nol given. Oxaceor twi'ce thesa thiags camne

dthe eye of the colonel and the colonel e'itted
a bty geineralizations on keeping up dlsciplill

n ail sot±a v'oceý,and for thle beneft of Jones oril:
'd firet Junels wa's hlghly lndignaat aînI "caIled" lit


