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Ri~R.cunbert

O eo 1Mr. Peter Martin corne hur-Trying out of hie cottage door,' with bands raised In a gesture
of helplessness, and eyes upturned to the
heavens, was a spectacle with.which the
village vas familiar.

%e wefl d ltbey unýIrtsand the ag-
nificance of Mr. Martin'e attitude that,
witbout waiting te listen for the.sounds
of his diughter's voioe pursuing him,
they were wont at once te, exclaim,
"Agge'sj at it again"

Wbence Mmss Agnes Martin derived
ber temper it is diflicuit to. say..

Mr. Martin, in moments of depression
declared. that it was a puzzle te him,
calling frienda te vwituess the sweetness
of bis own temper, and reminding them
of the anqelie disposition of the late
lire. Martin.

Moreover, as he pointeda out, bis other
Bons aud daughters didn't go &bout 4ie
packets of gum-powder, hiable te ex-
plode at auy moment. Ganting that
Amie was the eldest, lie argued that

that was ne reason why she should
thiuk she had the right te, go ordering
everyone about. including her sire, just
as she liked.

The fact remains that Miss Agnes
Martin vas an extremely masterful
young voman. Rer imperiouness vas
an unexpected quality, which had sud-
denly sprung into being when she left
school te assume the management of her
father's cottage and its turbulent con-
tents. ;She had at once begun to rule
with a rod of iron, and any bebaviour
that ran counter to ber wishes was met
by a foreeful display of temper on lier
part, which was the cause of many se-
cret indignation meetings.

At flrst folks were optimistie enougli
to ascribe ber behaviour to the theoryJ
that her new position of authority had
turned ber head. Confidently they pre-j
dicted that, within 4 month's timeý, berI
autocratie bearing would have reverted
to a more normal standard.

But at the end of a month «Miss Mar-
tin's high-handed rue was rather more
assertice than it had ever been, and at
the end of two months ber malcontent
relatives sorrowfully realised that they
were under the sway of a tyran t wlîo,
whatever benevolent intenitions she
miglit have towvards law and order, in-
tended ber behests to bc obeved un-
questioningly.

Sympatliy ran higli with lier harassed
father. Old cronies suggested fanciful
seliemes for the humhliing of bis daugh-
ter, but lie, 'with stroiig good-4ense, de-
clined to provoke lier fuirther.

Privileged female relatives pointed out
to lier that a girl ivi~ tnîper Nvas
notorious for several miles aromnd coîîli
neyý%er hope to ent ire a. sw:l ii to lier gari
deni wall. The aîî,n î' i e mae to
these hints were dIirect, ai sih a
cause the privileged £uînal< îielative.s to

future wife with good reason te look
down on the other village girls as coun-
try people.

HIe moved into a cottage, covenanted
with old 3fartha Gunn te superintend
bis domestié arrangements, and, nailing
over bis door a board with the legent,
"J. Dapp, WVatchmaker," settled dowa
quietly te business.

Apparently lie vas quite oblivions te
the excitement bis advent had created.
Laura Stebbings broke ber watch-glass
ne bass than three times in a fortnight;
-May Custance broke the mainspring of
the kitchen clock twice within the same
period; Annie Northcott, conceiving
tardy suspicions of the reliability of ber
timepiece, bad the satisfaction of taking
it every day for ten days te, the young
watelimaker for purposes of regulation.

But MNr. Dapp. obtruse te the sig-
nificance of these things, went on work-
ing steadily. By degrees ho began te
draw together the threads of a connec-
tion; tbree times a week ho set forth
on bis bicycle te scour the country, and
succour the chronometers of distant
patrons.'

And then one day a diminutive Martin
entered bis shop, bearing an aged
dlock.

Explaining that wben the edock struck
seven, and the bands pointed te twenty-
three minutes past two, the actual time
'vas then ten minutes to eleven, the
youtbful messenger requested that these
discrepancies sbould bc corrected.

"'E wants cleaning pretty badly," said
M.Dapp, gflaneing up from an e-x-

amnation of the wor-ks. ,UDd vour
fathier say I was te do wbatever wzIs

"Fa ;wther?" seoffed tbe srnali 'Martin.
Wiy'e doi't say nothing about ijoti'-

ing( up at 'orne. It wvas Aggie what
sent nie."

*

J
quit the Martin cottage hurriedly, staring
stonily stra.ight before them, althouigh
thefr lisps moved excitedly.

Over, many and many a teacup were
beade shaken at the disposition of Miss
Àggie Matin. Humorous youths
affected te, be frightened when passing
ber ini the lance; friends of the emaller
Martins always kept close te the duor
when %became into the room.

.And feminine contemperaries of Mfiss
Martin spoke with a stimulated pity of
"Poor Aggie's temp er,» and eecretly con-
gratulated themeelves that here Was one
womau the lesgtotebe fearcd iu the mat-
rimonial liste.

Such, then, vas the position when
Mise Aggie Martin was twenty-two, and
Mir. Joseph Dapp arrived, as a thunder-
boit, iu the village.

He was young and single, a coînci-
dcnce bailed with acclamation among

dauqitrs and parents alike.
Aise, be vas a city man, and this vas

a ircumtfnce whieh would provide bie
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