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Common black bear of B.C., harmiema to man
if lit alone

yeara ago, just before mj broncbo died,
and * there bad been quite a litter ini the
log pen lait apring. Right bc'ind my
very bouse, after us a-hunting ail down
te, vailey, was a nice lie bar a-standing
looking ever our pig pen a picking out
of bis supper. Weil! I was most out of
powder and bail, so I whips up my axe,
.Alexander leaps in, a.nd I got first blood
with a neat clip ever Mr. Pig-steaier's
eye-tnat's bis skin you can see right on
my fioor. I've killed more than a hnn-
drcd of the critters witl my .oid 'Maria,'
but tbat's the on]y one I ever chopped up.
Grizzlies is different game altogether.
I've kiliçd thema and tIen they have most
kiliod me;- but for Alexanders fathor
and motiior chewin' at one old dam's
heels and ours I lad wounded, 1 guess
the oid wretch wouid have evelastingly
chewed me into mince meat. I just
spoiled that bide cuttin' into ber with
my knife; forty-six alits I made 'fore
she left go, and we was good ten miles
from borne, too. Alexander's father and
mother they just licked my wounds and
whimpered around me, anÏ got to the
shack in two days, an' we id some more
buntin' that same fal." '

This remarkable old man showed us a
heap of fine heur akins, and lie lad a sort
of ornamental name-plate over the door
made out of long grizzly clams and the
alerter ones of the common black boni
the latter do not show their claws wlien
walking, unless very>ld boasts, but tho
grizzlies, are piainly visible. The ancient
linuter told us, as ail other old buntera
bave doue, that the beasta of the foreat
do not unmolestedly attack men. We ate
a bit of dried heur ment next monning
'witî Alexander the Great and the
anciont lunter, and soon they woeebld-
don away by a bend in the creek trail.

Wo resumed our overiand hike along
the Thompson, gathoring- folklore and
apodimena. A Irittie over iý'dozen yoars
-8- his land and its people were as un-
known te the average Canadian as those
of the intenior of South Amenica.
JTessnp of New York, presidont of the
Axnenica.n Museum of Naturai Mistory,
sent in an expodition in the late nineties,
but the few remaining natives needed
mnuch urging be fore they wonld allow
their old borne and village sites té ho
excavated. Tbey were an inland people,
with very littie connection 'witl their-
fan distant sea-coast neiglhors, but the
sea shelîs' discovered in their graves
prove they did trade with theom to some
oxtent. The weapons and domestie arti-
cles of the ancient people were miaiiîly
of stone, laboriously chipped and carved.
Pipes, tools, and axes were made from
bard and soft stones. Colored earths
were collected for paints; copper was
Mnade into beads and necklaces-the cop-
per stains on the skeletons proving this.
.lealps of bones at various deptîs tell of
the hunt and capture of elk and bear,

Wofand beaver, panthens and miink,
and many a wood rambler. The wonien
Used stone serapers to prepare( the deer-
skins for beclding, clothing, travelling

Ovr;the men made rude mortars and
Pe-i!es, to grînd the nuts ami ,roots and
grtils. They made ear-rings of co)e
for tijeir-chosen village bc' iities, or a

ni--iose'ornament of stone aànd shjelîs,
or iliey carved the animais' teeth for
rult (lice to gamble with. The young-
St-, learned to hunt and carve and to

prepare skins and weapons and orna-
ments, and so, the tribal if e went on.
As the pipes they Made ante-date the
white man, theY Imust have used native
plants in place of tobacco, as, indeed,
there is a plant losely allied to the
conmmon tobacco growing wild on these
,Rccky Mountaja plateaus. No'doubt
this tribe of the North 'Thompson river
traded and copied the lndians of the
various mountain plateaus of this hugre
dhain of mountains, which extenda clear
down to. California.

One day, when O'poots and I mnade a
side exPedition of a few days' duration,
leaving Fritz to mind the horsps iu the
riverside camp, I decided to cut short the
trip, fearing I had left the'lad too long
alone already. O'poots lingered on the
trail, hoping for a deer close to camp. I
swung silently ahead, camera laden, and
came.up the trail to the camp on the
grassy river flat silentiy and un-
announed-Fritz had been playing a
strange game. - e lbad imagined for the
time being he was one of the old-4ime
Thompson Indians. With great >abor lie
'had constructed a rude earth dwelling,

underground room, pole roof, tree ladder,
sodded roof, ail complete. He had bîtried
jhe dead inembers of lis -tribe i the
ancient custom-a liittle tapi of sticks
covered one, a rockslide another, a hollow
log, rudely formed to represent a canoe,
held anotlher; ahl the bodies were imade
from Tiverbank dlay, and if they harden
and petrify, future naturalisfs will
indeed ho puzzled. Al our. bone and
copper and stone finds were laid out, and
the lad was clothed in a grass mat-
very, very scanty indeed. Mis, plump,
white body was daubed witb the primai
yellow, white and red cinys, his face was
a fearsome black (my precious ink I
found out later, and it was India ink,
and would last him a while anyway).
Mle had a white nose, a red forehead and
two great white rings about his oyes,
looking like unto some now baboon, a
-% ondrous 'necklace and ear-rings, some
cedar wristlets, and the mucli too short
mat compieted his attire, lie was pro-
tending to, soften and scrape a deerskin.
As- I ealled. the one word "So-pe-pe"
(leap), and:leap lie did right into liii tîny
eorthdwelling, and emerged a moment
later a perépiring, much asbarned lad.

The dead giant and the Impudent dwarf

"Unk-Wa"
By H. Mortimer Batten.

Ir T was the boy's firat trip into the
wooda with lis fathor. A week
ugo tley had lef t Percupine Creek,

whcre the boy had spent the tweive
happy yoars of lis life, and made their
way by cname tbrough the great chuin
of lakos to the littie kuowu country of
the Whiteflsl Ponds, te the North of
Thunder B3ay, wlîere, some monthis pre-
viously, the boy's father lad pogged
out a nuinhor of dlaims.

"A porky! " crié-the boy iu delîlit.
Mle lad nover seen a porcupino before,
so cutting a long brandiho proceeded
te pokre the. unfortunate beast iu the
atomach.

The uexpeted happenod, as it lu-
vaniably does when one molesteaa
strange animal. The poncupino ioosened
its bold of the branches, and dropping
witl a tlud te the boy'a foot begun to
wulk foolishly in a circle.
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you've learàn to-day, and what I learnit
when I wus a eub.

"When your mother and I were living
do wn Sweetwaten George, there was eone
porky used to corne round the shanty-
walk in and out ,wheneý~er ît took the

"Tame 1" interrupted the boy, regain-
ing some of bis loat interest in pôreu-
pines.

"Tbey',re aui ame," aaid 'hie fatheý,.
««As I told you before, they fear nothing.
Weii, at firet mother was kind of scared.
When she triod to drive the beast out
it would turn round and-walk towards
ber. But she soon got used te it.1"If thore was a bit of bacon Aind
aijywhere, that porcupine would note
about tilI he found it. If there- wasn't
any bacon rind he'd return ta his old
friend' the salted kipper box, and gmà*w
away at it till the noise set your
xnother's teeth on edge. It was a dry
oid box, but muet have had a bit -of
llavor about it. The porky ate it aul,
'dept the nails, il bs than a fortnight

"When the box was gono, he bocame
rather a -nuisance. . You seo, a porky
bas to gnaw somethlug. 'One morning
I heard the cow lowing and straining
at ber chaiin. Going taose what' va
worrying her I found the porky, bristies
ail spread, -gnawing at the manger unclor
her very nôse.

"Te aise gnawed à chunk off the
verandal, and ene time wben your aiter
Moily ieft ber best doil eit thej stop,
where sle lied-been knocking nallesl
with it, tbe porky gnawod off the, dalls
face. He finiahed off by gnawlng a
bole in my canoo, and that settled IL

"A pprky will juat eat anytbing. I've
known valieys sa lone and eold ln wlnter
time thati even the woives oouldn't live
there. Ye-t the porcupines lived and
fiourisbed. Their chief food la the bark
of yeung poplar treem, but thy au
keep ,themselves fat an any ,sort af
timbo'r that bappons ta b. handy.

"Nature blesîed the porcupine moe
than ahe bas blossed any ather animal
-save, penbaps the skunk. Noe animal
wvill tackle a skunk. Nature gave hlmt
a bnilliant brown and* white coat, se -

that the. ather creatures could ses, hlm
coming and make way for hlm. Nature
gave the porcupine a loud grunt, which
!ie uttera whenever ho walks, and other
animais, bearing. that grunt, inove
respeetfuily amde te let him, pais. The.
porky nover moyes amide hlmself, fer
nature gave hlm. quille lnstead of
braina.

"In the foreits acrosathe Unie poren.
pines are protected by lAw. If a man
gets loat ln the woots, the. porcupînes
are the only animais be eau khll witb-
out a weapon. They-"-e

"Are tbey good eating?" querled the.
boy.

Tbe aid man sbook his head. "-I
wouldn't eat one, unless it was poren-
pine or starvation.. The nlggers. sy
tbat the boit way to treat the meatl
frst to soak it in vincgar for five houri,
to niake it tender; theu bury' it 'lan
amouldering wood ashes, and lot' it- bake
underground for two and a ' haif.'dàys.
Dig. it up and warmn thorougbIylu n*ti.
oven, witb plenty of butter aud '.sait
and pepper. Thon dig another hoaleabkt
twelve feet deep, and bqry it"ior gbodi".

The boy's mild blue eye rfid
upon bis father. Ho. as, thiystipý ,f6r
serjous knowledge about , rcýMp-

A well bred pointer

The old man vas now busy with the It appenred.barmless enouÉh, and the
assessment work, and as the boy was boy stepped up to examine it more
stili too small to handle a pie, ho vas >ýIqsely. Exactly wbat happened next
left iu charge of camp each day, and boe did not renlize at the time. There
thus lad plenty of time to explore the was a soft hissing sound, a dry tbud,
sunronnding woods. and the boy wns avare of a burning

It vas the third day eut that hoe pain iii bis foot. Me leupt aside juat
made the great discovery. Me vas inl time te evade a second lightning
waiâdering througl a poplar grove, quite sweep of tho porcupine's tail, and look-
near to camp, when bis attention was ing doývn snw that one of hiaamnl
arrested hy a strange sound. It came moccasilla wa bistling witl quilis.
from umong the trees o-'erhead-a con- The hoy's interest la porcupines died
stant grunting and squealing. This way instuntly. Me limped to bis father,
and that it led him, for as soon as-ho sorrowful and teanful, and the removing
reacbed the place from which it lad of those quills a vsan openation net te
seemed te, proceed it commenced else- be forgotten.,
whvlere -"Unk-WVa, unk-wu, unk-wn," That nigît, wben the, two aat ever
then a weezy aqueal. -tlîé1r tiny camp fine, the boy vith one

At lcnth the boy caugt sigbt of a foot roughly bnndaged in the siceve ofC bis fathen's shirt, the old man removed
strange animal resting umong tbe -bis pi pe an& began to discusa poncupines.
siender branchies of a poplur sapling "They uin't worth plaving witb," le
twelve feet above bis heud. Its back said, "but tbey're interèsting bensts al
-,as towards the, ground, its fore and the anme. The greatest fools lu al
hind leg~s clasped separate branches 50 the woods I caîl them, but there is ne
thnt its body was stretched eut to full animal btter able te look ufter itsel;
lengtb, and as the breeze moved the tree thun' a porcupi-ne. Wolves and heurs
the animal grunted and squéubod and lynxes von't tondh them. Theze
laborlouslyJ-- animais lourn iwhen tboy'ne cuba what
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