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Russian Colonists in Alberta
By Miriam Elston

S USSTA is of
more interest to-
day~to Cana-
dians than at
any other period
of history. We
open our papers
night and morn-
ing to follow
their story in
this  great war,
with an interest
scarcely  second
to our interest
in: the move-
ments of Brit-
ain’s army. At
the tables of the
reading rooms in
every public lib-
rary in our land
we see the peo-
ple bending over
the English illus-
trated papers,
gazing at the
pictures of the
low - browed,
thatched houses
in which these
people live in
their native land,
at the Russian
kiosks with their
il many domes and
cupaloes, at
groups of civil-
ians in their picturesque native .cos-
tumes, at groups of Russian soldiers in
their equally picturesque uniforms, and
at the cross-marked graves of the Rus-
sian soldiers who fall at the battle front.

south of Russia, but some of them live
in Austria. - In language they differ con-
siderably from the-high Russian, having
been, several centuries ago, an independ-
ent race. They are, in their own coun-
try, a race of peasants. Whether they
come from Austria or from Russia they
recognize each other as brothers.

The Albertan colony was  founded
twenty-three years ago, when less than
a dozen families landed in Edmonton,
and took up land some eighty-five miles
to the north-east of that city. Two
years later about twenty more families
from the old land joined them. Since
that time there has been a continual in-
flux from the old land, and now the
colony occupies hundreds of square miles
of territory.

As we follow the fortunes of the Rus-
sian army since the beginning of the war
we realize that though the skill of the

Russian strategist has ‘been worthy of

admiration yet the victories that the
Russian army has achieved has been
mainly due to the extraordinary devotion,
courage and hardihood of the Russian
private, devotion that has made
them untirable on the march, cour-
age that has made them impetuous
in attack, hardihood that has made
them stubborn in defence. They
have accomplished their long marches
through heat and dust, through biting
cold and up-piled snow, through drench-
ing rain and almost impassable mud, and
have accomplished said marches on a
ration that would satisfy no other army
in Europe, and with an uncomplaining
that could surely never be exceeded by
the Goddess of Patience herself.

The local history of the Albertan

A dwelling house in the Russian Colony

The great majority of the Canadian
readers who gaze on these pictures have
no idea that in our own land are large
districts as distinetly Russian in appear-
ance as though they were a bit of Russia
dropped by our wayside. The groups of
people one meets on the road are in the
garb of the Russian peasant, the
churches and chapels are like Russian
kiosks planted on Canadian soil, the
groups of farm buildings are low-browed,
and heavily thatched, the well with its
windlass and bucket is in the dooryard,
and here and there one comes across the
burying-ground, with its spectral group
of weather-beaten wooden crosses.

When we find the peasant from any
foreign land living in one of our cities
We see him lacking his natural environ-
ment, and he is shorn of everything that

tends to picturesqueness. But when a .

colony of foreigners have been deposited
on the bosom of the wide and virgin
Plains of one of our Western provinces,
and have been left almost entirely to

tiny, we are rather apt to find them
building up around themselves as fair
an imitation of their home-land as the
environments  will permit. In two
places in our great West have we most
notable examples of this. One is the
colony of Russians and Russo-Austrians
in Alberta, and another the colony of the
same peoples in Manitoba.

In Canada the people® of these coloniex
have always been called Ruthenians.
Both' the Russians and the Russo-Aus-
triuns belong to the same race. The
biggest part of these people live in the

brothers of these same Russian privates
is likewise a story in which courage and
hardihood plays a prominent part. As I
have said before the first of these Russian
settlers took up land some eighty-five
miles from Edmonton. That means ‘that
it was eighty-five miles as the crow flies,
but considerably further by the circuit-
ous route they had to follow in order to
encompass the frequent sloughs and
patches of bush. In the first days Ed-
monton was their only market, and
though they had little to market it was
necessary to make the trip several times
during the year.

There were no horses and very few
oxen in the colony in those days, and
the men who went. on the expedition

School House in Russian Colony, Wostok,
Alta. :
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The metal finger-grip;
a convenience from the
start; a necessity at the
finish.

From the day you first break the tinfoil of a Williams’
Shaving Stick until you have used the last available
bit of soap,life is just one perfectshave after another.

Add to the comfort of its creamy, softening, abun-
dant lather, the convenience of its firm, metal finger-
grip and you have the sum of shaving satisfaction.

Williams’ Shaving Soap comes in several convenient forms:

STICK, POWDER
CREAM, LIQUID

and in round cakes.

THE J. B. WILLIAMS CO.

Canadian Depot
356 St. Antoine Street, Montreal

[ ] e, 0 [ ] o

When Visiting Winnipeg
be sure to call at our NEW STUDIO, which
is one of the largest, most up-to-date and best
appointed in Canada. - There is no obligation
on your part by calling. We do high class
work and our prices and styles suit the require-
ments of all.” Our staff will be only too pleased
to show you-the STUDIO and its appoint-
ments, also the Paintings, Photographs, En-
largements, Miniatures, etc.

We look forward to the pleasure of meet-

ing you on your next visit to Winnipeg -

CAMPBELL'S NEW STUDIO

SCOTT BLOCK . MAIN STREET WINNIPEG
W. J. CROOKS, Artist PHONE MAIN 1137
5 " ® [ ] » { . :
3 Horse High — Bull Strong « Pig Tight
It's made right=from high grade material, In the construction re
of our I’EE&LESS FENC?NG‘wo use Open Hearth steel wire, By -

this process impurities are removed from tho metal, thus

eliminating one of lthe chief causes for the r‘upid rusting of

fence wire,

to give you sati & Bend for

catalog, Gives details about our poultry and ornemental fencing.

THE BAI:!LI:-

HOXIE WIRE FENCE COMPAKNY, Ltd.

g, Man.,, ' H; n, Ont.

When writing advertisers, please mention The \Western Home Monthly
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