4« INTRODUCTION.

_ fellow subjects, whilst serving ﬁpon juries. In this situation he must decide, and
that upon his oath, questions of nice importance, in the solution of which some
legal skill is requisite, especially when the law and the fact are hlended together..

fortunes and lives, which, by law, are commitied to their care.
' I V.—_-Justzces qf the Peace.

‘When we consider the profound learning, and the pfactical knowledge, which

The magistrate is bound to maintain good order in his neighbourhood ; protect the

vexatious prosecutlons, whxch are so common ; {0 point out to jurors the course
they are to follow ‘in their investigations of points of law, -and points of fact.—

only the best, but also” the. most learned ;(1) “else when he has mistaken his
authority, through passion, through ignorance, or absurdity, he must become an

countable for his cpnduct\(fz)

I

"‘V'—Jmlges. '
. Should a Judve, in the most subordinate Junsdxonon, be deficient in the know-
Mhose who were instrumental in his appointment.. But how much more serious

‘Qd(aﬁ'ectmg is the case of a superior judge, if, without any skill in the laws, he
ldly venture to decide a quesuon, upon whxch the welfare and subsxatence

ture, an injury. Wxthout possxbxhty of redress. (3)

: B 2 1.—Members qf the National’ Counczls.
- Most men, at some 3

their country. in its n 3?
v a councu]s, those who are ambitious of receiving so
“high a trust, would also do ¥
“\to remember its nature and importance. The
constitution has profusely besto
- members, freedom of speech “eptection, privileges, and- honours upon their
4 Speech, exempn m arrest, protection of domestics, mode -

of address ; all is combined to make the
ht to be—the most
honourable and the most learned men of th:?;a:::::eﬁg (‘:;g Thoeyeare notThus

dxsungmshed from the rest of their fellow subjec: xﬁnere]y by favour, and so that

£

they may privilege their personsor domestics, that the)'qay enlist under party ban- -
ners, that they may grant or wnhhold supphes, but upo.. consnderatloﬂs far more -

g) gfe lil‘agna Cgarta, cb 22, . ‘ =
) Blackstone’s Commentaries, vol. 1 of th St dy of
v (.3 Blackstone’s Study of the Liw, vol. 1, p:ge 11, §°9_“‘ﬁ Law, page 8; § o
il ilnfm.seeBrmsh Commqtlo ., - -

" The incapacity of jurors to do this, unavoidably throws more power into the hands -
of the judges than the- constitution intended, and thus allow others to dlspose of

. fhe magistrate, in conscience and decency, ought 1o possess, we cannot help being -
“surprised to sée with what facility the commissions of the peace are filled up.—

peaceable and industrious ; heal petty dxssenslons, which is so desirable ; prevent
How will he perform his task? Should he.not be like other. justiciaries, not ‘

object of contemp\t\for his inferiors, and of censure for those to whom he is ac- -

ledge of the law, it would reflect infinite contempt upon himself, and disgrace upon

or other of their lives, are ambitious of representmnr :
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