8 . THE WORLD BEFORE THEM.

nature a happy physical temperament, a
willingness to please and to be pleased,
with every one with whom they fall in
company.

Such men are always prized more highly
than they deserve; if educated, they push
their way into situations of comfort and
independence, with very little effort. So-
ciety likes their genial companionship, and
they are favourites with, and favoured
alike by young and old.

Gilbert was one of those petted indi-
viduals who carry the good-will of others
by storm. Young fellows in his own
grade repeated his sayings and imitated
his doings, and he was the chief man and
oracle among them at fair or market.

He had received the scanty education
generally bestowed upon the sons of small
yeomen at the beginning of the present
century. He could read and write, and
cast accounts, but in good truth, he pre-
ferred the labours of the field to poring over
books, and could do a hard day’s work




