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sures of his government, in contemplation of
war, was an application to the legislature of
Lower Canada, in February, 1812, for an act to
new model the militia laws, and which might
enable him to call forth a proportion of the
population into active service. Averse as the
Canadians had hitherto been to grant any power
of this description to former Governors, and
repugnant as many of the clauses which it was
intended to introduce into the bill, were to the
habits and feelings of the people, such was the
deserved popularity acquired by Sir George
Prevost, from the conciliatory policy, which, as
before stated, he had adopted towards the Ca-
nadians, immediately upon his arrival amongst
them, that he obtained from the Legislature
nearly all that he had required. -Before the end
of May, 1812, a sum exceeding 60,0001. was
placed at his disposal for the militia service ;
and he was authorized to embody 2,000 Bache-
lors, between the age of eighteen and twenty-
five years, for three months in the year; and in
case of invasion, or imminent danger of it, to
retain them for a year. In case of war, he was
empowered to embody if necessary, the whole
militia of the Province. Under that law, a
force of 2,000 men, from the finest and most
efficient class of the militia, was embodied on
the 13th May, so to remain for three months,
unless the then state of affairs should render it
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