
224 CANADIAN REMINISCENCES

spoons, andsugar tongs. The candiestieks were usually brass, with
tray and snuffers of the same material. Pewter vas also in vogue
instead of silver. It was called Brittania ware. Gather up these relies
and carefully preserve them. Preclous they were in every sense to
your ancestors. A silver spoon with a china cup vas to go back to the
civilisation and plenty of Colonial times.

Taverns and inns abounded everywhere. There was flot a corner,
and seldoin a concession road, that did flot have one or more. Most of
these were poorly kept, and the provisions for the traveller of the
scantiest and poorest kind. Letters of travellars* were full of complaints.
Most taverns had a sign with Borne emblem upon it that told the
traveller that here was the place for shelter, food and rest. Somne of the
old buildings stili survive. The Black Horse Tavern on tho Niagara.
River Road was a famous resort for the soldiars stationed at Niagara.
At Queenston ther'e was a large svinging sign, depicting the Battle of
Quaanston on ona aide and the death of General Brock opon the other.
on the Ridge Roead, froni Lewiston to Sandy Crack, was a large uval
signboard which made a deep impression. On one aide vas *'Going to
Law," which showed a Young couple with a fine horsa and carrnage
passing through the gateway from, a pleasant home, a good house, vith
fruit and floyers on each side of the lane. On the other aide, a solltary
man, with a bundla and stick, sits on the bank outaide looking at the
tumble-down ruine of bouse and fence, a pictura of poverty and desolu-
tion. This was the other "Beau to Law." One ploasant sign Vras a
beahivo, and underneath, the couplet "This is the home of peace and
plenty, always full and neyer empty." Qucanston at one time hadl
sixtocu taverns, and Virgil nineteen.

In thosa aarly days thora were no stoves. To haat their beds a
'Iwarmning-pan" vas used. It was usually of coppar, shaped lue a fry-
lng pan wlth a cover. In it coals vare placad and passed betwaon the
shoots. When thora was no warming.pan woollan shoots vore usad.
These wara uiot vashed more than two or thrao timas during the. cold
season.

In the. old days, a glanca from the. school-rooni window the avor con-
stant sight wua tic emigrant's wagon. It had its comploment of
childrcn, and thea few bolonginga it was possible to take. Undar the
wagon hung thc Iron pot and thea watar pail. As they passed through
thse village provisions vero purchasod to cook where neitiser inns nor
friands had preparod thse way bofore them. Hospitallty was usod mand
abused te its fullast extant. When tihe beds ver. fild, often sleeping
on the floor. Tii... vere the. days of emigration to tisa Western States.
Foyer and mgue vas generally tiie firat enesny te ovorcomo. Many a


