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sequonce of this movement, the isolation of French- Oanadians, causing an
antagonism of race, provoking retaliation, combats, and disasters. 1 feit
that there was more courage in breasting the carrent than in drifting withi
it, and, without failing iii my duty, I let pass the misguided crowd who
overwhelmed me with the names of traitor and poltroon." The letter then
goe on to discnss the whole question in ail its bearings, and coming from
a statesman, on bis defence, who was acquaintedl with even the most secret
details of the controversy, it possesses an intrinsîc value which future
historians will flot overlook. Mr. Chapleau closes wîth these brave words:
Il My conscience tolls me that I have failed, in this instance, neithor to mly
à1aker, for to iny Sovereign, nor to my countrymen. . I have
served my native land, as a parliainentarian, for eighteon years, with joy
and prido. 1 shail continue to do it on one sole condition: that of keep
ing nxy freedom, with. no other care than iny honour and my dignity."

In other respects, as Minister of the Crown at Ottawa, Mr. Chapleau
may be said to have pressed bard the dlaims of bis Province in the C abinet
and in Parliament, and in certain cases lie is chargod with having done su
at the risk of serious dissensions in the ministerial ranks. Hiere, as else-
whore throughout, the difficulties of the French Canadian province must be
taken into account, and many things, vory well ineant froin that point oft viow, are quite inexplicable wben judged accordinig to Saxon standards.

Very few, if any, among partisan writers, will refuse Mr. Chapleau the
quality of statesmanship, howover they may differ on the principlos that
actuate it, or the results which. it is likely to accoînplisb. But on the
question of eloquence there can bard [y be two opinions. Ile is a born
orator, with alinost ail the physical gif ta whicb go to the making of the
perfect master of speech. A volume of bis discourses bas just been pub-
lihed, a perusal of whielb gives the further assurance of solidity, logical

rcasoning, rhetorical taste, and generous sentiment. To the persons who
have the pleasure of his acqjuaintance, the Secretary of Stato is the accom-
pli8hed gentleman, Iettf.red and sociable, full of agreeablo information and
willing to oblige. Having miarried a daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel King,
of Sherbrooke, Mr. Chapleau is tboroughiy conversant with our tongue, and,
indeed, uses it in public speeches with judgmnent and fluency. As ho is
still a young mnan, there is reason to hope that hie may long be spared tu
serve bis counitry, and wbile naturaliy leaning a littie to bis own Quobec,
devote bis fine gifts tu the welfare of the Dominion at large.

J. 'rALO,,-LEspEtAxcF,.

AIR. I<1NVLAKE'S IN VASION OF T'HE CRIMEA.

ýVHË,vtHR the writing of impartial bistory is a tbîng possible, whether it
is even desirable, înay be perhaps an open question. Mr. Kinglake at ail
ovents does îîot ini the leaiît disguise fromn us that hoe loathed, and loathes,

* the Emporor Louis Napoleon and ail bis works ; that lie despisel Marshal
Canrobert ; that lie bad, and has, a very decided dislike to Sir George
Brown ; that bie bas a kind, of humiorous appreciation of the bluff
Pélissier ; ami thotigh ho cautioosly avoils1 any aLtemipt to exaît bis proper
bero into a great gexieral, be makes us feel the profound admiration which
the stately courtesy ami happy tact of the higb-minded Englishmian wbo
commuanded our armny, a Tory of the Tories, won frorn the ultra-Radical
Memiber of ParI ianient who closely watched bim thon, and, tbough hoe biinself
hias passeà throughi suclb changes as tbirty years bring witb theim, loves
his momory now. To every one who writes the Criînean story, no iiatter
of wbat nation hoe may be, so long as hoe bas an oye for nieasuiring the
moral stature of mon, Todleben, as a man, stands out as the central figure.
There is notbing therefore peculiar ini the fact that, in the two volumes
wbich, bave jugt appoared, dealing as they do with the vory period of
Todlehon's mrot successful work, tbou gb not with tha~t of bis most masterly

* decisions, the Colonel of Engineers should tower over ail bis crimpatriots
and over ail his opponents. Nevertheless it may ho doubted whether the
full effect of aIl that Todleben did bad ever tili now been brourht su

r, clearly before the eyes of mcei. Here at lest the subject was worthy of
the painî bestowed by the caroful sculptor, and the offoct is wbat it
deservodl to be.

One Hometimos wonders wbother, if these latter volumes could have
been written by the Mr. King'lake of 1854, their tone would bave been
wbat it is now. 1 bave s9pokon of the efroct wbich the perso)nality of
Lord Raglan bas manifestly exercised upon Mr. Kinglake's mnd ; but the
force, the influence, the powor which Mr. Kinglake ascribes to bis hero is
by no mieans only that of a man of personally commanding presen-co influ-
encing other mon by bis self-possession and his groat character. It is
quite as much the influen.ce of a man, by habit, by training, by social
position, accustomed to exorcise and to be wortby of authority. In the
gloomiest period of the siege, wben the French arrny had reached a stage
of the deepest depression, when Canrobert had completely sunk under it,
su that hoe coulîI not oven in the common councils of the allies refrain fromn
giving expression to bis despair, Mr. Kin glake records the contrast:

IlIt is," hoe says, Ilamongst mon ground down to a stato of wbat tho
French caîl equality that partic revois and Rproads. The greater the
diversity of character, sentiment, habit, and social station between any twu
mon in counicil tbe abler will one of them ho to, allay the other's despond-
enoy." IlIn those times of trial " Lord Raglan Ilceased to be equal
with other mon. Witbout dissembling facts ho would calmly witbhold his
assent to, aIl gloomy apprehiensions, and manfully force attention to the
spocial business in hand, and thus, or rather perbap8 by a kind of power
that cannot ho traced or describod in words, hoe threw upon those wbo
conversed with him. the spoîl of lis own undaunted nature. Mon wont to
him anxious and perturbed; tbey came away firm."

I quote this passage, part of whicb is taken by Mr. Kinglake fromt the
words of a personal friend of Lord Raglan, because it sems to me typicai
of at least crne very distinctive characteristic of Mr. Kin glake's power as
a wrîter in dealing witb the mon hoe describes. We none of us can forget
certain epithets of Carlyle, "the sea-green incorruptible " and the like.
The outward presentiment of bis characters, very often by the force of
caricature and of iteration, are stamped on Etuliïab minds in a way that
probably hardly any other dramnatis personoe but Shakespeare's are stamped
on theim. Mr. Kiinglake, at least in these later volumes, hardly attempts
to force tipon us any impression we do not choose to carry away. Ede
describeai with the utmost care and with mnch graphie force the outward
appearance of the mnen whoso actions hoe records, but hoe gives them once
aiîd for aIl. \Ve have not even repetitions here suehi s Il Marsxal St.
Arnaud, formerly Jacques le R i." A notable instance is the carefuly
drawn hketch of Péli.ssier with which, the concluding volumue opens

'Tbis short, tbick-set, res Auto Norman had, pas8i.d his sixtieth year
but the gray, the fast-whitening hair that capped bis powerful bead, and
niarked the inroads of Time, wore a strange, wore an alien look, as thougb
utterly out of truc feliowship with the keen, fiery vebeinent eyes, wvitli the
still dark and hcavy moustache, with ail tlîe imperious features that glowed
or seemned tu be glowing in the prime or foerce mid-aofle. [s
mighty bull-neck, str rngly built upon. broad, massive shoulders, gave
promise of bard, bloody fighits, gave warning of aiigry iiioods, and even of
fuirious outb)ur.4ts."

It is an admirable pern.and-ink sketch. As you read it you can picturo
the man to yoîîrself -as lie stood ainong bis soldiers, or entered the council-
chamnber of tire allies, or recoived thle uxisehievous despatches of his
s4overeign. But if yoti want, to have tire details of the man's appparance
before you, you miust rectir to the picturoc agiin and again. [.t is not
througlh an effort to press details on you, aucli as you get iii Carlyle'.9
letters, of almiost ail bis contemporaries eut out of stone withi a tool dipped
in vmnegar, that Mr. Kincrlake's characters make their m>trk. You feel
tbrouglîout bis work the impression left on hir by living men 'vhoni hoe
lias known, some of wbom be bates, some of whoîn ho loves and admuires,
but to ail of wbomn lie introduces you as a friend introduces you to an
acquaintanco of bis whîomi, whether for good or ill, lie kuiows weil...

Mr. Kinglako bimnself says thaï; there xvas a period wlien Tudleben's suc-
dosa seeomed su pronouuiced, and the progress of the beieer o slow, that
mon began to look uîon the siego of Sebasitopol as a kind of siegeo f Troy,
ilestincd to [ast its ton years ait least. [n mnany respects, even as the Case
stands, the couioparison seema flot inappropriate. It is a siege wbich wa5
rcpresetitative of the contest of forces altogether out of proportion to the
direct result attaitîed and the time spent over it. If this story lives it
wiIl bo dure to the power of the artist: Hunier, and flot bis own deeda,
will have given immuîrtality to the Criinean Agamemînon. Yet Etigland,
etance, Turkey, and Sardinia ranged against Russia, represented a power
on citmer side which ougyht at least to have been the equivalent of
the forces emiployed in the campaigns of 1866 or 1870. Every one
now tl as if the wars of Pruasia against Austria, or of Franco agyainst
(4ermany, were au great that the Criniean cuntest sinks intu inignîficanco.
Yet 1{uisia ait least put for-th the full power she could exert ; and oven
if witb the allies it was niainhy a question of oxpenditure, it is well to
remnîcber that (luring that first terrible winter wo couli. fot feed the mon
we lîad lamled, and that thorefore nu additionah nuinhers would bave beoti
of any service to us....

[t is by nieasiîring the power- wbich Russia exercised in Europe
prior to 183 1 that we realize how great the struggle really was. The
power ultimately employed against Russia was greater than bers,
and forced lier to bond to it. Therefore in ostimatiîîg theý real import-
ance of the theme it i8 uselers to reckon the nSweuibrs of mon
ongaged, and to j udge of the Crimean war as if the suma totals of the coin-
batants fixed the nature of the forces employed on both aides.

In 18 70 it was France that struggil against Germntny. If a new con-
test for Elsass. Lothrin,,on is tu arise it will ho agîin a struggylo betwOOfl
the saine iniiglity opposites. Voit, as Sir Charles Dilke bas4 recently sbown
witb admirable force ami clearness, the numbers of mon which can noW bo
placed oui the French frontier by (iermany are jiist tonfold thoso wbich ini
1870 France could put in the field. Franîce bas similarly heen. developing
bier fighting power. The change in the character of the struggle of the
arînies thîts foreshadowed. is portentous enouîgli. B ut behind the arînies
in eacb instance stands the nations, and the deep interest of the struggle
lies in that fact. Su, in the Crimea, the struggle of the allies was agait
thre w}îole strength which. could thero ho exerted by the mighty empire
whicb. had struck down Napoleon in the zenith, of bis power as the toaster
and the conqueror of Europe. Thereforo, to une who looks a little boluw
the surface, the theme dos not seem unworthy of auy pains that bas been
bestowed on it. AIl tue bosts of Germany would not in the Crino&
against the will of France or England, enablo bier oven nuw to use sncb
power as was there eînployed in 1854. What Mr. Kinglake bas bore
worked out for ns, in volume after volume as they have corne out, iS nu
more record of a fight in wbîcb, to tako tha poriod imrnpdiately prcceding
that covered by these later volumes, .just before Inkermnan, sixty-flVe
tboîisand Englisb and Frencb troops represented the wbole might; on i5 iid
in the Crimea of the two monarchies ; wbile ail the forces wbich, Russia
conid there gathor were une bnndred and twenty thousand mon. AIl the
circum8tances of the Crimean caînpaign, its vory failures, the passionate
interoat in it of the wbole English peuple, their earnest deterînination to
find ont wbere mistakes bad been made, tbe peculiar eflect of the Timss'
news9paper un the war, on the nation, on the comnmandera, on the arKiy,
the descent of the ladies and their marvellous e-flýct in saving the ]ives of
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