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Lime.—Farmers are complaining of the high

‘prices charged for lime, and, in our opinion, with

considerable reason. In another part of this
number, p. 526, it will be found that the exper-
imenters Messre. Roy and St Pierre had to pay
$1.30 to $1.35 a barrel for that *mendment, and
carriage, probably, besides, making the cost per
bushel, about 45 cents. Now, as on heavy land,
120 bushels is a very moderate dressing for an
acre, the cost of such a dose, viz. $54.00, must be
utterly out of the question for any of our farmers
to afford. And why lime sbould be such a price
bere, when in the neighborhood of London, Eng.,
it can be bought for 12 cents a bushel, it would
puzzle any one to say.

Benefits of lime.—Carbonate of lime is a wonder-
Lul mechanical improver of heavy land. It pre-
serves the particles of cley in a separated coag-
ulated condition, thereby making heavy soils
friable and pervious to water. It enables clay to
exercise its absorbent power on varioussalts, which
would otherwise escape its action. It also pro-
motes the decomposition of vegetable matter, and
the formation of nitrates in the soil.

Burni-lime is the substance usually employed
on the farm, except in certain localities within
easy reach of marl-beds. In Norfolk, Eng., the
use of marl in heavy doses, in the early part of
the century, completely altered the character of
the land, converting farms that used to produce
20 to 25 bushels of rye to the acre into rich land
yielding from 32 to 40 bushels of wheat an acre ;
the rent paid on many of the farms was raised
from 58. to 35s., i. e., from $1.25 to $8.75 on the



