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indccd bc t11e case if Jlinayaita BDuddhists renouîîced their Mahiayana, breth-
ren, inuch. iu the saine %way as a P>rotestant wotuld. object to a Imuuely Romnan
Catholic country like Spain being taken as ani examiple of a. Christian land.
Southern Buddhists, liovver, do not object, and iîot a voice is raised in
Ccyloîî against the practices of Tibetaîîs. The Mahaý-P>odhîi Society, estab-
Iislied for the express purpose of propagating Buddhismn, hias for ils patron
the Dalai Lanta of Tibet> and for its president thie Sthiavira (Chiief Priest)
of Ceylon, while Buddhists; froin Ceylon, China, Japan, and I3urma are
înentioned as vice-presidents. Buddhists theinselves do flot coiisidcr Tib-
etans to bc schisinatics.

Takingy, therefore, Ladak as in every way a fair field for exaînination,
ivhat, book shail be takzen as a fair exponient, of Bluddhismn? Volumiiouis
treatises are unsuitable, but Buddhists bave provided shortL compendiums of
their belief. Ilhave before nie a )3uddliist Catechisrnby Subliaidra Bhik-shul.
The preface states that the book is ivritten with the express purpose of pre-
senti ng an epitomne of ]3ud dhisin to the Western reader. Ilhavenotyetinet
ivith a disavowal of this book in any l3uddhist periodical, and iii its tone
it is quite whiat ive are accustomed to hear froin pronioters of Buddhismn.*

After a short Introduction, of six questions, the Catchisin is divided
into thrc sections, respectively headed :T/he Bucici/a (questions 7-68)
te Doctrine (questions 69-156) ; and the Brotkcrhoud of ilhc £lcct (ques-

tions 157-171). Then follows an .4ppendix containing the inevitable
quotations froin the Dhanxapada, and finally a number of explanatory
notes.

Some remnark is called for in reg,ard to the Introduction.

Il. 2. What is a Buddhist?
An<mwcr. One ivho revcres the Buddba as the dispenser of spiritual li&ht, the

supreme guide aud teacher of ail living beings; who believes bis doctrine, ob-
serves lus precepts, and lias given public and solema testirnony to this by repeat-
ing what is called the "'Refuge', formula.

If this standard is to bo applied, not one Ladaki (or Tibetans gener-
alIy) cau dlaini to be a l3uddhist. ln Ladalc not the faintest attemnpt is
made to observe the l3uddlîa's precepts, and I have yct to find a Ladaki
layman who even dlainms to knovw îvht the precepts contained in the canon
are. Soine lanas (priests) liavc made the dlaim, but failed utteriy to sub-

Il. 3. What are the words of the formula or declaration so called?
..4nswver. 1 takc niy refuge in tho Buddha; I Iake my Tefuge in the Dc-

tine (Dhainxna) ; I takie niy refuge in tlîo Irotherhood of the Elect (Sangha).

Thtis formula is constaîîtly on the lips of the people, but I have never
heard it repcated as a " soleiiin testiniony. " It is ,gabbled over hundreds

# I cantiot pause Io cr.ticisc the bîook ai prcent, but take it for what it o&çcrts itscif to bc, "an
outlisie of the doctrIne or the iiddhqt Gaiain:t."l if cacit qiicsilIon wcerc fully dcsalt wlitb, a large
vohîuîtie woumld hanve c ubc iritien, aîutl I amn obli.cd( Iu cunitie iy.qclf Iou wlîul.appcaso bec nIiot
lImportant liolUi3.
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