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Groceery Trade Notes.

Since the 31st of May beet sugar
abrond advanced 4% to $5yid.
* Since 1895 the demand for Ceylon
teas in the United States has In-
creased over T8 per cent, the total tm-
ports amounting to 13,768,000 pounds.

Estimates of the probable outturn

of Smyrna figs this season place the-

quantity at 60,000 to 70,000 camel
10ads which is about an average crop.

A private cable rzceived from Yoko-
hamga reported the market for Japan
tea active, with a genecral good de-
mand, according to” the Montreal Ga-
zette, The settiements to date were
105,000 piculs, as against 133,000 for
the same perlod last year, showing a
decrease of 30,000 piculs The crop is
sald to be short; in consequence, im-
poriers: here have been compelled to
pay an advance of 10 per cent. over
the price they patd last year for good
medium grades. Locally business con-
tinues very quiet,

Dry Goods Trade Notes.

¢Chitten printed in imitation of Ro-
man scarfs is being used by the mill-
tnerv trode and also as a trimming.
It is called ‘‘l.adysmith” chiffon or
veiling, as it i~ used frequently on
the hats of the same name.

A movement is on foot for the es-
tablishment of a cotton mill plant at
Toronto. The council of the board
of. trade has declared Itsclf in favor
of exempting such mills from taxa-
tion and granting a free site. Louis
Simpson, late manager of the Valley-
ficld Cotton Mills, is pushing the
scheme. :

A good. trade is belng done in lace .

curtains and the market for that line
i very active. Values are firm. The
grods now in stock cannut be repeat-
¢d for less than 15 to 20 per cent ad-
vance on the cost price. Merchants
are taking advantage of the present
offerings of these goods to supply fu-
ture requitements, knowing that the
values at which the .goods are now
offered are right.—Toronto Globe.

THE HARDWARE TRADE.

UNITED STATES IRON AND
STEEL 'PRICIJBS.

Prices-of fron and ste¢l have yield-
ed this week in various directions,
says Iron and Steel, of Chicago. In
several instances nominal quotations
that had been shaded previously were
marked down to abdut the actlial fig-
ures at .which business hid been
transacted. There is a friendlx over-
tare on the part of sellérs to resume
trade relations with® thelr diffident
customers. And the latter are cau-
tiously feeling their way towards
more pretentious bargainings. It is a
critical period In the fron and steel
trades, critical alike to buyer and sel-
ler. For while the latter is confront-
¢d by prices that are slipping away
from him, the former is confronted
by his own accumulating needs that
are insistently demanding recog-
uitlun  Both factors would- find reltef
s« State of things that gave promise
of some stability. It is recognized
that the markets are in a transitory
condition. The course Is leading
downward, and the weakness does
nat add to the inclination of consum-
s to buy. But when and-where the
wansition will end isa question upon
which no one seems willng to venture
an oninion. For the three months

.., THE COMMEROIAL

been nominally $30 to $28. At Chi-
cugo, foundry grades of plg iron have
been reduced from {0 cents to $1 per
ton. Bars are weak In thought, and
sometimes, when a cholce order
comes along, in act also. Plates are
alrendy so weak that It is almost an

* Insult to call further attention to the

fact. DMerchang steel is slipplng a
few cogs here and there. Sheets are
putting on a smiling face, but in-
wardly trembling. Track supples are
irregular in their habits. Old materi-
al Is experiencing the torments of the
unappreciated, and metais have join-
ed in the rout. Manufactured articles
of varjous sorts are keeping in touch
with the general decline, and a read-
justment In wire and nail prices
brings a slight reductivn. Dut une of
thes¢ days things wmay change with
a sharp tuitn. Loe prevalllng opinion
is that a good fall trade Is In .pros-
pect. )
MANUFACTURERS' AGENCY.
The hardware trade of the west

will be pleased to learn that James
Burrldge, who for many years
managed the Gurney Stove
and Range Company’s business

at Winnipeg, has launched out for
himself as an independent agent here
handlin a number of tmportant
lines. Ar. Burridge has opened an
office in the Foulds’ block, on the
corner of Main and Market streets,
and has secured ware rooms on Prin-
cess Street. After the first of the
vear he expects to have a fine new
warehouse and office on the transfer
track. Some of the lines which DMr.
Burridge will handle are: Stovesand
ranges of steel and cast {ron; hot air
furnaces; steam and hot water boil-
ers and radiators; tin and granite
ware, tin  plate and Canada plate,
metal siding and shingles. the Bur-
rows, Stewart and Milne scales;
Adam Hall’'s lumberman steel camp
ranges; M. & L. Samuel Benjamin
Co.’s metals, etc. He will also hand-
le the Gurney Foundry Co.’s goods.

HARDWARE TRADE NOTES.

Castor oil advanced % to 1lc at
Toronto last week, the quotations
now being 10 to 10%c for East In-
dian in cases. - .

A very large demand for all kinds
of glass s reported for the North-
west States and factorles are quite
unable to fill all their orders.

An active foreign demand has forc-
ed up the price of steam refined seal
ofl at Montreal to 32l%c per gallon
wholesale, an advance of Gl%c within
a month.

The St. Louls street car strike has
created a great boom in that city
for bleycles and ft is said that
everybody who can possibly scare
up a wheel has started riding. The
repajr shops are doing an cnormous
business fixing up old wheels.

Montreal jobbing prices for turpen-
tine are now 74 to THc per gallon; for
resing, $2.75 to $4.50 as to brand; coal
tar, £3.25 to $3.75; cotton waste, 1%
to HYc for colored, and 6 to Ti%c for
white, oakum, 35l to 6lsc, and cot-
ton oakum, 9c.

Cordage prices at Montreal weak-
ened last week for much the same
reason that binder twine fell off in

-, other markets, namely, unexpectedly

large receipts of manila hemp at
New York and weaker advices from
consuming centres. The decline on

‘manila rope amounted to 1 to 1l4c

beginning July 1, the Rittshurg_and....per pound. The demand for cordage

valley manufacturers of Bessemer
plg iron have made a price of $20 per
ton, the previous quotatlons having

at the Canadfan factorics is reported
good and production very heavy.
Jobbing prices for rope at Montreal
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are now as follows: Manlila, 14% to
16c for 7-1G and up; 16c for %, and
16e for 34 and 5-1¢, Sisa), 11 to 11ke
for 7-1G and up: 12¢ for 3§, and
12% for 34 and 5-16.
Canadfan varnish makers at -
 meeting held in Toronto recently dé-

. ¢lded to adopt uniform terms and

discounts.  Hereafter the terms will
be four months with 3 per cent oft for
cash. It was also decided to make
a new net price list and quote a dis-
count for all price changes. !
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Implement Trade Notes. i

Minneapolis jobbers now quote twine
as follows: Standard and sisal 11¢;
manila, 60 foot, 13%¢, and pure mans
ila, 14%c per pound, with'the usual
reductivns fur large quantities.

The Threshers Lien Act of Mant,
toba will be amended’ at the .preqéhi:
session of the” house! so 43 te sive
workmen a llen upon .half the.earn-
ings of a machine for wages edrned
when working therewith.

Twine dealers throughout the
neighboring states are being warned
against the twine being offered at less
than the regular prices by catalogue
houses, as much of. this twjne is of de-
cidedly inferior- qudlity: .Some of it is
twine that has been rejected at the
factories by the McCormick and other
companies as not being up to their
standard of excellence.

Lumber Trade Notes.

Last week’s rain helped the situa-
tion in the lumbering regions of Mani-
t%ll)g and the adjacent States consider-
ably.

A new saw mill hag commenced op-
eration at Rapid River in the Ralay
Lake region. It -158-6wned by Clem-
ensen. .

In the larger cities of the North-
western; States labor troubles are still
interrupting ‘the lumber trade. The
Chicago strike situatfon is almost un-
changed and other cities where
trouble exists are waiting to see the
outcome there before settling thelr
their own disputes. A speedy settle-
-ment is predicted by some. At Kan-
sas City the contractors have won in
.2 bullding trades strike.

The Deering Harvester Company of
.Chicago have purchased a tract of
land in the state of Missourl contain-
ing 54,000 acres, which is heavily tim-.
bered with hardwoods. On this land
they intend to put a force of men
whose duty it will ‘be to scientifically
‘handle the trees so that the com-
pany will have a perpetual supply of
hardwoods for use in manufacturing
their various lines of implements.

A. tender has been let for the con-
struction of the British Columbia
buflding at the Winnipeg exhibition
grounds. The amount of the tender
was $540.

Changes are to be made in the cus-
toms act of Canada, by which here-
after the statistical department will
be centralized at Ottawa also and will
consist of two appraisers, two mem-
bers to be appointed, and the commis-
sioner. This board will adjudicate all
cases at Ottawa instead of going
about from port to port. The most
finportant change provides that after
a certain date all invoices must be
made out in triplicate, one copy to go
to Ottawa, one to the port of entry,
and the third to the consignee. This
change is made for the purpose of
preventing inequalities at different
ports, as the Ottewa invoice will be
carcfully examined-in the department,



