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10 THE CRITICOC:

Grold Mining Supplies!

The best class of Goode at tho Lowest Prices can be bought at

H. H. PULLER & COS,
41 to 46 UPPER WATER STREET.

We wako & nvecinlt¥ of everything needed in GOLD and COAT, MINING, and
RATLWAY CONSTRUCTION, As we always keep a larze Stock on haud, wo can
guarantee prowmit delbvery of any orders eutrusied to us. Ewnquinies by mail aiways
ccets 0 vut prutipt aud careful attention,

H. . FULLER & CO.

Goneral Hardware Merchants,
Halifax, N. 8.

LLOYD MANUFACTURING AND FOUNDRY G0.

(LIMITIED,)
KENTVILLE, NOVA SCOTIA.

MAMULFACIULRERS UT

Lane’s Improved Rotary Saw Mills,
Lloyd’s Shingle Machines,
Cylinder Stave Mills,
Heading Rounders,
Buzz and Surface Planers,

AND ALL KINDS OF SAW MILL AND MINING MACHINERY
UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS

CONSTANTLY BEING RECEIVED IN FAVUR GUF THE FAMUUS

Heintzman=--Pianos.

NEW STYLES, IN PLAIN & FANCY W00DS, Constantly Arriving.

PRICES AND TERMS TO SU!IT EVERYBODY.

Sk Aents: MALIFAX PIANG & ORGAR CO.

157 and 152 HOLLIS STRERY'.

E DS AT 1] A smmorsi,

o e man & varrmes |BOILERS, OVENS, & all kinds of FURNACE
, ,& allkinds o
MARINE PAINTS WORK a Specialty.

AS BELOW Jobb.a
«0f prumptiy exccuted vn Lest Mech )
TLANTIC ANTIFOULING COMPOSITION | sisie. 1o Country aswell a3 Crty, at Lowest posr
ot Iron Ships. JbleRates. ADDRESS—=BRUNSWILKST,
MOSELEV'S COPPER PAINT, for Wooden| o oo e LRS

Ships. o ™
~1QUID MARINE BLACK PAINT, o H
‘e . GREEN o ) X —
SEAM PAINT, a Perfect Substitutefor Rosian. | ) > rm
Alto,—~Black and Bright Varaash, Roufiog Patch, A S WA o
Tar, &c. Quality guaraateed equal to anything % (AR PSLRTY A 2 -
manufactured. - = oA “r'q >
Oftice & Works, Dartmouth (2= e N =
TELEPHONE 920. == (‘,. ey Ro
—— I = YA 5
CRIFEIN & KELTIE, |3 —o= ket £
. ) [E'N | = et Lo RO oD

BEFORE BUYIXNG

Monumental Designers and encones, sowens, .
. < MILLS
M.:SE,{};E;“&&:; of OR /00D WORKING MACHIHERY,

Monuments and Tablets, in Mar- | {jilt GEQ. H. EVANS,

ble, New Brunswick, Scolch | g WATER STREET, ST. JOKN, N. B.
and Quincy Granites. . For Cataloguo C and rices.
Wood and Slate Mantels, Grates, Tile
Hearths, Marble and Tile Floorsa
Specialty.

323 Barrington St., HALIFAL, N. S.

M 107 Gramille Stooet,

Thatissiv 1 rasenth of Duke St,

MOIR, SON & C0.

aro atpresent aituated. They haveimported

New Anparatus, and are wmanufactuning on

the preunes a wacave saiicly ol ¢ akes, I'as

try and Caudies. Theso are good. 1at, bo-

oquso of gord workmpnship. 2ad, because

tio beat materials aro used, and 3nd, becauso
of constant hously froshnoss,

Chemical Lalsratory, Dalhousic College,
Halifax, N. 8., July 31st, 1801,

Within the last few montha I have pur
chared promiscucusty, at KETAIL GHUC-
ERY STORES in this City, packages of

WOODILLS

GERMAN BAKING POWDER,

at’ bases)' wtelsamet: Clendar Ana,
«ex  Tha sauyples wore found to cansint of
kresh, W liolescnue Matenas, projetly pro-
jrestivticn Tiss Teaning Lowaer s wen
|m§‘.ed for family use, and has teen emplayed,
wlhen reguire ' in my own heuse for mar y
years

GEORGE LAWSON, Pu. D, L. L. D.

Fellow of the Institute of L'bemistry of
Great Lritain and Ircland,

MINING.

DOWN Ifll LAST SLOPE.
THE SCEMER OF THE TERRIBLE EXPLUSION uF FER'Y, 01,
From Stellarton Journal and Netrs.

How soon in those days of successivo thrilling events does an incident,
which at tho time of ita occurrence formed the all absorbing topic of the
day, ccaeo 10 by a thomeo fur converestion and poss, seemingly, out of the
memory of all excopt thoso moro divectly affected. The groat disaster which
occurred in Springhill on Feb'y 21st of last yoar—tho mnost dreadful
calsmily that ever vecurrod in the Duminiun—was for a short weok or 1wo
on averybody's hips, filling the mina and heart, and then 1t was numbered,
a8 it were, with things that aro old and ite placo taken by some other ovent.
But though not now much epsken of, the groat event will not in this
generativn ceaso at times to be slluded to, the causes discussod and the
incidents in connection therewith related.

No ono visiting Springhill tu-day, had be uever tieard of the dis.ster,
would by spything about tho works or in the town ba led to imegine that
t0 dreadful an ovent bad occurred so recontly. The disaster, though
accompenied by featful luss of hLite, was upattended by any great damago tu
property.  In a fow weeks after its occurrence, just as suon as the workmen
had recovered from the shuck, wotk ia the pits was gradualiy resumod, and
{o-day in the various slopes of the Cumberland Roilway and Coal Co. there
sre more miners employed than at any previous time,

The explesion occurred in the oast slope on Saturday morning, 21st
Feb'y, '91. The day was what woull be called dull. The barometer was
low, but not unusually so. Everything was running smoothly ; thore was
no disturhance of air; the reports of tho deputies indicated nothing
unusual ; 0 smooth ran everything that the general manager gave permission
1o eeveral of his assistants to attend a meeting of the Mining Iumstitute at
Maccan. A shot was fircd in No. 3 bord of No. 7 balance ; tho shot, it is
supposed, ignited gas which had lodged in tho crevices of the shattered rock
on the high ¢ide of the bord ; the ignitd gas in its turn distilled gas from
the coal dust ; tho flamo extended, gathering fuel and force as it proceeded,
snd in-a few chort ceconds the deadly work was accomplished.

Tho writer, nho the second day after the event had visited the spot
where the explosion origitat.d, bad a desiro to revisit it. An expression of
the desire to Manager McIonis evoked a ready offer to accompany him on
the trip, Coa) companies as a rule are not solicitous that outeiders should
visit their mines, and are therefore slow in providing the proper outfits for
a sublerspean exploration. In this instance I was lucky. A great divine
from Montres! had recently visited the pit, and for bim bad been procured
a set of uveralla, They did service on this occasion. Cuwmpanies should be
kind to strangers, especislly to those with a reportorial bent.

We climbed into a coal box, the rake was shoved over the bank, and
after a quick descent the 1900 foot level was reached. We turn to the
west. The air is sweet and plentiful, There is no smell of powder smoke,
fur powder Las been abolished in all the pits. The strongest smell 1s that
gisen off from the taz:ed canvas used for brattice. The rosds are freo from
water, moist »n moest places. No. 1 balance is passed end tbem No. 2.
Theso balances were not sflected by the explusion.  Its force hed been spont
before cominy this short distance out.  We pause fur a moment at the foot
of No.8. Here it was that Pk, Hennesy and Ed Charlton worked and had
s0 mervellous an escape, the flsme passing over them but scatking them none.
Past No. 4 to No. 7. Betweon « and 7 the old slant is pointed out. Some
thought that a derangement of the air at this point on the morning of the
calamity was the cause of the explosion. I rccalled this to Mr. Mclonie'
mind. 1o #aid it was imposeible ; that evon if the door in the slant had
been left open ali day it wouid nut have materially affected the air current,
at all events not sufficiently to have caused injury. Reachiong tho foot of
Ne. 7 the question was put, “* Ds yon wizh to go into No. 3 bord ' Tho
teply wae, ** Certainly.' The pillars are being Jrawn, and wo are therefore
cnabled to tldv up on the cage. We fas2 on tiil we come to the spot where
the fatal shot was fired. The msrk of the punch hole ia still on the wall. The
timbers sre standing as on the day of the explosion. The bord is thirty
faet further in than then, but that is the only differcnce noticeable. All
¢lso remains as on that oventful wmorning. The water barrsl even stands at
the entrance to the bord. Ouno can ecarcely realizo that "twas at this spot
the explosion stsried. There is nothing to indicrte that it had played so
important a part. It is an insignificant lookivg room, a small affsir,
incepable, one would say, of having been the sest of a direful event. The
quantity of gas beld in the crevices of the stone could not have boen large,
nor could the guantity of dust floating in the air bave amounted to much.
And yot thero was sufficient of both to light the match which fired the train.
So little damage was done in this room that many doubted that here
originated the explosion. The theory is now esisblished that not in the
placo where an oxplcsion is started, but at a place distant, most damsge 18
dore.

Down again to tlLe level. On our way to the face we pass tho head
where tho Nearings worked. We halt at the face of the lovel for u fow
minutes to take 18 ali 10.  From the slepe to whero wo sit the distance s
3,500 feet, or nut much lees thar a male. Thoe lovel since the date of the
cxplosion has been dnven 1,000 feet. No. 7 balauce, where the explosion

vccuired, 18 3,00y feet frum tho buttom, but the leve: at the time of explosion
ywes 1o past No. T 5(C feet. Ttere are msny miners owmployed in th.s
wvel  Up No. € baligco there ate thirtcen pairs draw.ug pillars, anc o
lpaira 1n No. 7 balar.e. Inside of No. 7 there are two shules, one with mea
wuikiog 10 1t, tho uther available fur piaces. How mauch further the soveis
may be driven it is impoasible to say. It all depends on the quantity and
lqua]ily of tho cosl met with,
(To bo continued.)
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