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ANOTHER YEAR.

lor evermore." If ever the man gave a soverign 
in bis life be would give it that night. After 
supper on the Sunday night ol course there 
would be a discussion oa the day's work. 
Among those present there waa one of those

days and nights, with their one thousand and 
ninety-live meals,—perhaps two tbonsaod five 
hundred and fifty hours of sleep,—all the uraied 
circumstances ol domestic, social and pubTO life.

Some ol the acts of human lile, and doings 
of providence may thus be tabulated, others 
cannot. Who will estimate the distinct rfniles, 
or the number ol tear-drop» that have bedewed 
human cheeks ? These latter, hare doubtless 
been fewer than the tonner. There have been 
realized more joys than sorrows, more mercies 
than trials, more ease than pain, more light 
than darkness, more happiness than misery 
Happiness in many cases has been mingled 
with intense misery, but the balance has been 
on the side of happiness.

As the Christian reviews the year, be thinks 
ol at least fifty-two prayer-meetings enjoyed ; 
seven hundred and thirty prayers in the domes
tic enclosure, and perhaps as many private in
terviews with bis God. All that call themselves 
Christiana cannot remember after tl is sort. 
Some have not been in prayer-meeting ten 
times during the year. We speak that we 
know, and testily that we have not seen.

The Christian also gratefully recollects fifty- 
two Sabbaths with their prayers, singing, read- 

I ing the Scriptures, and sermons richly freight
ed with useful and living truth, the administra
tion of the sacraments with their hallowed in
fluences and remembrances, the converse ol 
religious fellowship, and the delightful manifes
tations of Jesus to the soul. It may he that in 
all cases the retrospect awakens some feelings 
of regret in reference to duty and privilege. 
The holiest are more humbled under a sense ol 
their numerous defects, than are those who have 
lived tie whole year in ut'er forgetfulness of 
God, and violation of his commands. The 
Christian has learned lo bring daily, all bis short 
comings and deviations from the law of recti
tude, all the delects of his best duties, all his 
«voluntary transgressions, to the open foun
tain, and there by laith wash all sway in the 
cleansing flood.

Another year ! Why another ? Who give 
it ? Is not time the gift o! God? no sooner 
given than taken. Yet there is sufficient for 
all the purposes of human life, and to obtain 
a meetoess for the heavenly inheritance.

Jeeas #bas given" us the year, and is still 
giving. We always sing in the first week ol 
new veer, and we trust oft feel the truth thus 
e* pressed,

“ Thou didst In our behalf appear.
And lo, we see another year."

Some that saw its festive beginning, beheld 
not its close. They have gone where • days 
and years revolve no more.' We felt very loth 
to allow Jeans to have that sweet little intelli
gent black-eyed, curly-beaded boy ; and for 
many day* we "felt as though he had dealt hard
ly with us in claiming so soon the ptccious 
jewel. But we were comforted by the thought 
that Jesus could give him a better home than 
we could. We sever before thought so muc’- 
of those words ol Jesus, ‘ Suffer the little ones 
to come unto me,' Ac. But oh ! it was harder 
still to part with that fond husband ! It set m- 
•d as though oar heart strings would break. 
Ws think we could not have borne the burdeu 
had it not been lor the evidence that lie died in 
the Lord. Nature was rebellions, but grace 
enabled us to sty midst blinding tears, ' Thy 
will bn done.’ "

Another year ! How many strange events 
have transpired during that period, both in the 
religions and political world! Europe has' 
been convulsed with a variety ol questions al- 
fectiag the interests of labor and capital. Nor 
it the strife ended. Since the settling of the 
- Alabama claims,’ by arbitration the world 
seems much nearer than before lo that period 
when men shall learn war no more. Only think 
of it, • difficulty involving millions ol dollars, 
arranged without bloodsbedding. Would any 
but the two most thoroughly Christian nations 
on earth hare done to ? So much lor the ad
vance of Cnristianity. It is surely progressing. 
True, many wicked men are '-^coining worse 
and worse, they roust do so or yield to the 
claims ol the Gospel. Both evil and good are 
culminating. But evil must succumb to good, 
for ' the Lord God omnipotent reigneth."

] Another year! yes, another has begun, ÿ'bo 
shall see its close ? The future is not *urs. 
We attempt not to portray its coming events. 
The spirit of prophecy is withheld, because no 
longer needed. And we dare not a- Christians, 
seek the aid of the deluded money loving for
tuneteller, to unravel what God has wisely con
cealed. We would prepare tor the future by 
consecrating ourselves afresh to God this daj 
Assured that all our interests lor time and ef 
nity are safe in hit keeping.

entertain the best hope* of their babies. The 
child grew—it was a merry that in those times 

‘ *ncn could grow—men then grew from babi* 8
Yes. another year, with its gracious provi- bovs. and from boy. to tooths, and from

deuces, varied experience, sunshine and storm, youths to men, and from men to grey hairs In ___________ r__________
has silenliy mingled with the past forever. O, oar t;me horticulture look the place of nature, men who ; seemed proud of the iniquity of his 
how much does that form of speech embraie anJ the forcing-house the place of natural past life—who seemed to boast that he had heea 
and suggest ! Three hundred and sixty-five growth ; and uaks. we took care ol the indu-

encea of home, and of parent»! government, 
and unless we put somj check and restraint 
upon the attractions„oi public life, and the fas
cinations of street biography—unless we put 
some little careful control upon the tendency 
of all young city and town life to live out in 
the open, our sons would grow up in a night, 
and like .Jonah's gourd, would wither in a day.
The excellencies of Dawson’s lather and moth
er were then noticed, and an early illustration 
of the quaint hayings of the son was noticed.
In earl y life be had beard a discourse on the 
necessity of having 44 a single eye,” and in 
hie odd way of putting it, he was afterwards 
wont to sa y. 44 I like these one eyed Chris
tians.” The influence upon the subject of the 
lecture of the good books which he was in the 
habit of reading was then noticed ; as also that 
of his companions, notably Samuel Settle, who 
afterwards became a clergyman, and John Bat
ty. These two were in the habit of meeting 
with Win. l>aw«oit in a private band-meeting 
on Sunday mornings. At that, time there was 
a glorious monopoly of truth in Methodist pul
pits. That monopoly had since been broken 
up by sovereign grace, and it was for God's 
glory. The occupations of these three were 
then noticed—Dawson’s including besides the 
work of the mine, the farming of l.ô(>‘ acres of 
sterile land, and the lecturer gave a very in
teresting reminiscence of a service he conduct
ed in one of the villages near Leeds, when 
about to leave tor the mis*ion-field and at 
which John Batty was present. Valuable les
sons for the young were then drawn from the 
lives of the three men referred to ; and- sever
al traits in the character of Dawson—bis kind
liness, generosity, and cheerfulness, were for
cibly illustrated. The offer of Church of Kng- 
land friends to ttaio him for holy orders, by 
ihe help of a society then in existence, was 
touched upon, and it was shown how Dawson 
was led to a ministry the entrance to which, 
the lecturer hoped, would never be narrowed 
by a Latin grammar or. a Greek Testament.
During the years which followed, Dawson had 
opportunities of hearing such men as Paw son,
Brad burn, Benson, Griffith, Mathe'r, and Coke.
The latent fires of genius burnt in his bones, 
and be could not come beneath the force of 
• jeh oratory without that power burning with 
immense heat and longing tor the means of de
velopment. The young farmer soon found 

he had open doors ou every side, and he 
was soon preaching fifty-two Sundays in the 
rear, and often two or «bre* evenings in the 
week, besides working hard at bis ordinary oc
cupations. In October 1798. after a season of 
praise and prayer spent with John Batty, Daw
son finally declined the offers he had had of as
sistance in obtaining holy orders, and in 1802

Used of to seevome when the old
Methodism should have fallen into di------- . .
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From tht Method i»t Recorder.
WILLIAM DAWSON. THE YORK

SHIRE PREACHER.

BY TII MV. W. O. SIMP*ON.

On Friday evening last Mr. Simpson deliv
ered, to a large audience, in the Liverpool 
road Schoolroom, his lecture on “ William 
Dawsoe. the Yorkshire preacher." After re
ferring to his own reeoUeetions ol the subject 
Ol his lecture, which were, he remarked, ol a 
childlike character, the lecturer proceeded to 
-ive the history of what be described at “ s 
very noble, talented, and godly lile." The 
frequented use of the more tamiliar term 
.. Billy." Mr. Simpson remarked, hyl led to 
the prevalence of a very mistaken notion of vul
garity which did not belong to the man. Wil
liam Dawson was bom at Barabow. about 
eight miles from Leeds, on March 3, 1783, his 
tosher being a small farmer, and aciirg as col
lier "steward to Sir Thoa. Gaacoigne. Hie 
birth. H might be presumed, did not cause a 
very great sensation. But who now knew any
thing of the baronet on whose estate the child 
was hemf Nobody ; whereas the little .baby 

- boy had left behind a name which would be 
fresh a hundred years heoee. Let them always

waa proposed as a travelling Methodist 
preacher, and put down lor At etberby. The 
circum. tancea which led to this were dwelt 
upon, and some forcible remarks made with 
reference to the necessity tor maintaining the 
special characteristics ol" Methodist preaching, 
and ol multiplying “ preaching places” in 
thickly populated districts ot London and else
where, Finding that difficulties were placed 
in the way of his giving up his position to 
another member ol the family, and that con
sequently the family livelihood was endanger
ed, be would not leave his mother, and conse
quently never became a minister ; he was only 
a local preacher. Duly a local preacher ? W by 
when the great roll was read ol God's great 
ambassadors, that had done his work in the 
most efficient way and carried his embassage to 
human hearts, there was many a mitred bishop 
and many a cloaked clergyman, and many a 
broad-clothed Methodiat minister that would 
fiud a name nearer St. Paul’s than their own— 
the name of William Dawsoa, widow's son and 
local preacher. A graphic sketch of the per
sonal appearance ot Dawson lollowed ; and the 
speaker remarked that Mr. YViseman had Jgiv- 
en a striking representation ol Dawson's man
ner ol speaking when he said, borrowing for 
elocution a phrase applicable to art—that his 
articulation was “ chiselled "—it was so clear, 
so precise,

A series ot well-chosen incidents were then 
given, illustrative of those traits ot Mr. Daw
son's character which weie brought into pro
minence in social lile. He generally reserved 
liimtel! tor something that happened to turn op 
during the conversation, and would fire off an 
unexpected shot which was felt by those at 
whom it was aimed. A little man would hod 
fault with one preacher alter another, until Mr. 
Dawson, who usually sat at the corner of the
•able—be like’d elbow room—would at him and
say, •' Brother, when 1 went to my class on 
Tuesday night last 1 saw a flock ot geese going 
horns one alter the other, and the old gander 
was going hi s ,and the gander could no nothing 
but hiss.” At one time there was a good deal 
of talk about Adam Clarke's views of the 
Eternal Sonsbip. Several ol thebfeihren were 
talking together, and began to pit Adam 
Clarke against Richard Watson, so that the 
conversation became a little uncomfortable, 
when Dawson said, " Ah, Mr. Clatke is a tall 
man, and Mr. Watson a taller man. but it you 
put Watson a lop ol Clarke there is enough in 
the mÂtery ot Christ manitest in the flesh to 
drown them.” Popery, he said, was a carcass 
made bright with flowers ; and as lor Socinian- 
ism, it was not much better ; there was no Holy 
Gbost.in it fit was the body without the spirit. 
The condition ot a niggardly man in Dawson's 
company was humorously depicted. Remarks 
have been’made as to the tortbeoroing collec
tion which have rendered the man very uncom
fortable, and Dawson takes the opportunity of 
saying : “ What is a" man's nioney worth f It 
is worth nothing till it is used ; even manure"» 
worth nothing till it'» spread ; and if 
keeps it without spreading it it will

such a great sinner. The man said, “When 
I got converted. 1 sold up all my effects." j 
“Soldyour effects ?” said Dawson, “ Who'd 
buy them ?” Not the devil, tor they were his 
before ; not God, lor he hates them : not any 
other mao, ter he has got enough ot them.'’ 
On another occasion be was brought into con
tact with one of those fastidious gentlemen who 
are so often pot out by little things. They had j 
bad a grand day, said this man. and he was 
much blessed ; but be did not like the prayer- : 
meeting, the people were singing, and shouting, 
and responding and it waa such a scene ot con
fusion. “Ob,’ said Dawson, “and where 
were you during the prayer-meeting ?” I went 
up to the gallery, and looked down from the 
gallery front." “ Don’t you see ?" was the 
reply, “ that explains ; you weal up on to the 
housetop, and looked down on your neighbour's 
chimney, and you were choked with the smoke ; 
you ought to have gone in at the door and sat 
down by the lire, and you would have felt the 
warmth, and would not have been choked.” 
When they were inclined to be irritated- let 
them get near the fire. Instances of con reran, 
lion» by the roadside were then given. One 
roan, who bad lost bis religion, bad frequently 
been expostulated with by Mr. Dawson. At 
last the latter left that be must bring him to, 
and meeting him on one occasion he said,
“ John, tbou art a deserter, and thou wilt have 
to be either whipped or shot if tbou doesn't 
return." And John Batty had informed him 
(the lecturer) that he was at class when that 
man knocked at the door, and when he opened 
it to him be said, “ John, I’ve come back to 
the regiment.’’ The part taken by Mr. Daw
son in the great meeting held in Leeds in con
nection with the establishment of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society was strikingly given, some 
ot the main features of the spetyth being repro
duced with remaikable freshness and power. 
His ‘ telescope speech ’ and ‘ letorm speech ’ 
were similarly dealt with, as also bis magnificent 
one on • The sower and the seed.’ In this 
latter, with every stroke of the band in imita
tion ot the act of sowing, the speaker would 
drop some blessed passage of Scripture. The 
Methodist chapel in one ol the midland counties 
not being big enough, the use ol the Particular 
Baptist chapel was «cured. The minister ol the 
chapel was upon the platform. Dawson gave this 

sowing speech," and went along the platform 
scattering the seed and giving one passage of 
Scripture after another : “ God so loved the 
world,” “ Come unto me. all ye that labour;'’ 
then there came another hendlul : “ II any man 
sia.we have an advocate with the Father, Jeaua 
Christ the righteous, ahd he is the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins ol the whole world.” “ There, it’s 
out," be said. “ and you .can do what vou like.” 
When remonstrated with for this breach of 
ministerial propriety he «aid, “ 1 dkl not think 
about the chapel nor )the parson; I thought 
about the seed ; end when 1 bed got into the 
middle ol the sowing do you think I was going 
to lie stopped by a little Particular Baptist par- 
ton ?" A splendid definition of mission work 
was given in one of his addresses. “ What is 
(he purpose ol your mission work ?” he asked. 
“ It it to fill the narrow way so full the people 
shall be stepping one on to another as they 
press to the gate of lile : it ia to make the broad 
way so empty that the scrutinising glance ot an 
archangel could not detect the footmark of a 
single soul.” Several remarkable illustrations 
Ot the use ol the hymn-book, end of bis rare 
pulpit power were next given. On one occe1 
sion when giving out a hymn he suddenly 
stopped, and said : “I was coming once 
through the town ot Leeds, and saw a poor 
little halt-wilted lad rubbing nt • braas-plate. 
trying to rub out the name ; but the poor lad 
did not know that the harder be rubbed the 
brighter it shone. Now friends, sing

Engraved as in eternal brass 
t he mighty promise shines ;

Nor can the power, of darkness rase 
Those everlasting lines.

Then as though be saw the devil rubbing, be 
said : Satan cannot rub it off :—

His hand hath writ th» sacred wind 
With so immortal pen

The characteristic» ol Mr. Dawson’s preach 
ing were then dwelt upon, and some most in
teresting incidents were given, showing the 
marvellous power which be exercised over bis 
hearers. The discourse known aa the "Goti- 
atb Sermon ” was first adverted to. In giving 
this sermon at I’udsey, the preacher had so 
graphically pourtrayed the conflict between 
David end Goliath that when be waa nearing 
t .e end of bis narrative and was representing 
David as putting out his hand to take the sword 
ol the giant, one of his bearers, an impetuous 
Y'orkshire weaver, could bear it no longer, 
and shouted, " Off wi’ his end lad ; off wi’ 
bis cad.” The thing itself wn so ludicrous 
that Dawson could not be induced to preach at 
Pudsey again, lest he should be disturbed by 
the recollection ol it. Another great sermon 
was the “ Balance Sermon,” in which be used 
to put human souls into the one scale end the 
law of God into the other, and with terrible 
heart-searching power over the consciences of 
his hearers used to show how the law of God 
weighed down the hypocrite, the miser, the 
swearer, and others. On one occasion a man 
who used a short measure—a yard measure, 
which had once been thirty-six inches in length, 
but which he had used as » wslkmg-etick—was 
so wrought upon by the discourra that, inter
rupting the preacher, be snapped the measure in 
two, and then said, * l'ou can go on now, sir. 
It was grand preaching that could make a man 
confess bis guilt and forsake his sin nt the 
same moment. On one occasion Dawson re
marked : “ Dr. Young any», ‘ the golden chain

whatever else ha was, he was himralt They 
might say of hie style of preaching that it was 
very dramatic ; bat it God gave to a man dram
atic power, was it not to be consecrated 3 The acquaintance of his dock, the flock having no
closing rears at Dawson's lile and hit happr corresponding obligation toward him. It is -------— ---- -- -- -
death were then briefly noticed, and the tectur- unfortunate that some ot the loudest complais- *?f ^"°T ***T 
rr pictured the scene at the luneral. when lee- er» on this score, are persons wlo have never ^ ^ 4WDcjleJ.'j 
tories were closed, and the hand», lining each pretended to call on their pastor atj hi» home. Tkeo of wblt
side of the way as the body waa being remov- or to invite him into their fannies. - r'nm » MTe he continues : 

Leeds, devoutly sang the very hymn Herald

you m the Ark ol Safety. Have you 
to hop# that ywur sins are pardoned 

Saviour"» Moot ? If not. consider 
U, E ma line. |ii you hate not 

tied for yenr portion toe are every 
exposed to the torments ot eternal 

now call you. you mu»t 
dietb aot, sad their lire

Christ had done to

ot
ed to
which the deceased had been thinking 
the night be died—

Let as ia life, in death.
Thy wadfast truth declare.

He left fifty guinea» to the Missionary Society, 
thirty guineas to the Awmssient Society, thirty 
guineas to the- lags wood and Woodhunao 
grove schools, aed to the Methodist Connex
ion, a name that the Connexion would not wil
lingly let die—the name of William Dawson, 
the Yorkshire preacher.

of salvation it fastened to the gates ol heaven.’ 
man I No, no ; that is not strong enough ; it is fasten-

....................... ........... r____ = breed 1 cd to the Throne of God.” The story ol the
vipers and cockatrices and all lout things ; and sailor at Sunderland was next told—how the 
I imagine if a man heaps lip bis money it will | seaman, bearing Dawson describe the wreck ol 
breed 
until when 
the nurtured

gine if a man heaps Ip bis money it win seaman, hearing vawson um.ni» 
l vipers ol remorse within his conscience s ship, and after representing the crew in ex- 
when be is dying they will creep out ot treat peril, call ont4 What’s to be done now V 
urtured warmth which he has himself shouted at the top ot his voice, Launch the

to twine themselves in horrid shapes lifeboat, sir.1 In dwelling on the sourcesgathered, —------------------------ ,
around his soul and charge his soul with venom Dawson’s power the lecturer remarked y

PASTORAL VISITING.

Wr. observe ia some of our exchanges that 
this subiect .is at the present time receiving 
Iresh attention. It inevitably will from time 
to time rise anew to prominence, until iia 
true character and methods are settled upon 
the right basis ; and perhaps it will be evea 
then one of those agencies for good that will 
fall into decline without the frequent applica
tion of the spar.

The work of the minister is manifold. He 
stands as the leader ol his flock in all spiritual 
things. His first business is to preach ; and 
wWs hit prime energies are to be directed. 
But he is, if iu charge of a Church, pastor at 
well as preacher; which relations include 
his entire work for the people outside of 
his pulpit and Wady. Both, however aim at 
the same ultimate end. It .is a mistake, 
ihen, to consider visiting among the people aa 
the chiel function et the peatoi. Indeed, he 
may be an excellent pastor who does noua ot 
what often passes 1er pastoral visiting ; and he 
may be a very poor pastor who devotes his 
whole time to travelling from bouse to house. 
He is undoubtedly the true pastor who succeeds 
In bringing the truth of God's Word into a vit
al connection with human hearts whatever meth
od he may adopt.

That the pastor is to be brought into i cer- 
lain^ssiount of direct end personal association 
with bis people will be admitted on all hands. 
Now. we have three classes (ol demands made 
upon our minister», and they are sometimes 
found together in the same society, aod made 
upon one man. The first looks to the pulpit 
as the sphere where the miniater is desirec to 
bring his beat powers and freshest energies 
The truth which he there presents needs be no 

end, whbwate prelection upon abstruse 
dogma, but living truth, and applicable to (the 
times and congregation ; truth which will ele
vate the mind and warm the heart. It must 
be thoroughly studied, clearly presented, and 
forcibly put. They who make this demand in
sist that the preacher shall not bring exhaust
ed nerve and brain to hi» study and his prepar
ation for the pulpit, but that, in order to do 
hit best he shall keep himself in that [physical 
and mental condition in which be can work the 
most freely and freshly. It ia very clear that 
with such a demand upon him as this by his 
own people, leaving out) of sight the continual 
competitive struggle with surrounding pulpits, 
the preacher must toon abandon the idee of ell 
systematic visitation ol his parish, and limit his 
specially pastoral calls to the sick, the afflicted 
and the few who he learns most need him, er 
he must take up his mind to break down at an 
early period ol bis ministry. There it a kind 
ol visiting which exhausts neither mind nor 
body, and does but little good, but not even 
severe study or constant preaching so wearies 
and exhausts as does that visiting into which 
the pastor enters with his whole soul.determiaed 
that the truth burning within himeelt shall rat 
other hearts on fire. Many a man after expe
riment has lound himralt eompelled to consider 
and decide whether he would be preacher or 
pastor; tor both, according to the extreme 
demand of the times, he cannot be.

The second class care little about the pulpit, 
or whether the preacher obtains h «préparation 
tor it by special study, or by “ turning the 
barrel over again.” They demand that bis first 
business shall be to visit. They wish to see 
him in theii shops, the streets, (their homes, 
irrespective ol hours or convenience. It is not 
to be disputed that one who gives his Jlile to in
tercourse with others as an ambassador ol 
Christ and a messenger of love and mercy, 
observing the rule lor n preacher tbit says 
“ Never trifle away time, neither spend any 
more time at any place than is strictly neces
sary,’ will accomplish much for the Master 
But there is a limit to bis endurance and to hit 
capacity. The tremendous wear and tear of 
such a lile forbid thorough or extended study 
and it can be perpetuated only by regular and 
complete rest ot body and mind. Such never 
become preachers ; and though they may flame 
lor a season, their light «pires with the break
ing down ol their nervous systems. Valuable 
men bave thus been lost te the ministry. The 
tendency. however, of the demand of which 
we now speak it not in this discretion of soul 
seeking and soul-saving, bnt rather to create 
ministerial loungers and*gossips, distasteful of 
study, prodigal of time, indolent in mrod jpoor 
preachers, poor pastors, poor men.

The third class would reasonably combine 
the two, holding the pastor responsible lor good 
pulpit work, such personal attention to visiting 
as be may constantly render, with the oversight 
of the agencies which the Church employs. 
Recognizing the importance ot frequent asso
ciation ot the pastor with hit people, and of the 
people among ibemraives, they will freely seek 
it with him nt s convenient hour at his home, 
make occasions when he shall tit down with 
their assembled fit milice, and bring together in 
a social gathering in the vestry or elsewhere, 
as many ol the congregation as practicable. 
Tide is by no meant all that is needed or all 
that can be had.

It ia a great mistake into which too many 
societies have fallen, that the pastor is one 
person ia the Church who is to labor per
sonally and privately for the salvation 
of others; that he only it to seek tin- 
eere, search out delinquents and encourage 
the wavering. The time never should hare

HARLAN PAGE.

Ht R»:v. LX WH R. Ill XX.

Tbs re is nothing which the Church so mack 
nssdsnl the peasant time as individual effort tor 
the salvation of souls. Ol numbers there is aa 
lack, of wtallh there is an abundance, and op
portunities and appliances for usefulness are 
multiplied beyond any precedent. Bnt a very 
large portion el the membership ef all our 
Churches are doing really nothing to save im
mortal souls from Urn perdition of ungodly men. 
And it is truly wonderful that it ia so. Pro
le ««mg, aa we do, to believe the great verities 
ef the Bible, which proclaim the tearful char
acter and consequences of tie, which te.l of a 
heaven ot glory for the righteous and a ball of 
sod lees woe for the sinner and the ungodly, we 
often act as if they were only idle tales. Hence 

17 who have for years professed le he Chris
tians have never made one real, earnest effort 
to “ convert the sinner from the error of hie

»y».”
There ia evidently > great lack somewhere. 

It may be in the want ot a dear experience, or 
of a deep eoavictioo ot the truths of the word of 
God, oe of a conscious responsibility, so fares 

lies, tor the salvation of our fellow men ; 
but, from whatever cause produced, the state 
of things referred to exists to an alarming ex
tent. It is in view of this that I would call at
tention to the “ Memoir of Harlan Page,” at 
furnishing one ot the brig heat illustrations in 
modern times of personal effort tor the salva
tion of souls, as showing the great principles 
which impelled him onward in the discharge of 
this defy, and at encoaraging others to iaitate 
his lustrous example, by the grand and glorious 
successes which crowned his efforts. The only 
son of pious parents, be was not converted 
until be was over twenti-two years ot age ; but 

soon as he bad ezperieoced the saviag 
grace of God, he began his life-long labors for 
the souls of bit fellow men. When on hie 
dying bed be said, “ When 1 first obtained » 
hope I felt that I most labor tor souls. I pray
ed year after year that God would make me 
the means of saving souls."

He did aot feel that be was called to preach 
the Goepel in the higher sense of that soiling. 
But he felt that, at a Christian, it was his duty< 
at well as hia privilege, to bring tools te Christ. 
He had only a good common education, aod 
learned the trade of a house-joiner or carpenter, 
from his father. For twelve years alter his 
conversion he either toiled at his trade, or 
taught school 1er the support ol himself and hit 
family ; and tor the last nine years of his event
ful life he acted as depositary for the American 
Tract Society. But, whenever or however em
ployed, the burden ol tools pressed upon his 
heart, and lor their salvation he labored with 
untiring industry and quenchless seal. His 
remuneration for bis services while working at 
hia trade or leeching school was so small that 
it required bis constant exertions to provide 
bread for hit tamily. And yet although his 
stitution was trail and delicate, be never allow
ed a week te peas by without some effort to 
save a soul.

The means which he employed were writing 
letters, dwtribating tracts, ; teaching iu or 
superintending a Sabbath-school, holding 
neighborhood prayer-meetings, and, most ef- 
firent ol all, personal conversation with those 
around him on the great question of I heir peace 
with God. The numerous letters which 
wrote to unconverted persons are the very 
models ef personal exhortation and appeal. 
Plain, but courteous ; pointed, but kind and 
gentle ; bold but toned with the precious Mood 
ol Jesus, they seldom missed their mark, or 
tailed to produce lasting impressions and con
viction. In addition to the means already 
named, he always had by him a list of names of 
persons to be conversed with and to be prayed 
tor. “ Is it wonderful,” says his biographer, 
“ that God should bless bis efforts ? that in 
every Church with which he was connected in
dividuals in relating tbeir experience should 
refer to hit faithful endeavors as the means of 
bringing them to Christ ? ’ In Coventry, 
where be was born, and lived eud toiled the 
most of his days, revivals were frequent. In 
the city ol New York, while superintending 
huge Sabbath school, thirty-two of bis teachers 
were brought to Christ, and nine ol them 
brought to the ministry. While acting aa de
positary of the Tract Society filly-eight of its 
employes were converted, principally through 
his Istars. Ia one ward ot the city, where be 
end hit fellow laborers distributed ‘.recta, thirty 
tour professed faith in Christ. On bis dying 
bed be said to bis beloved companion, so soon 
to be bereaved, “ I think I have had evidence 
that more than one hundred souls have been 
converted to God through my direct and per
sonal instrumentality." This was ceriain;y 
modest and a moderate estimate ol the results 
of his stiffs. But suppose that it waa pre
cisely true, wbat a life be lived ! what a revenue 
of glory will be Lia in the heavenly world 
wbat a starry crown be will wear forever !

It must be evident that no one would enter 
upon such » work as this, involving such at 
expenditure ol time, toil, rare, anxiety, prayer, 
and aelf-aacrihre, without being inspired by 
the clearest convierions of duty and responsi
bility on his part, and ot peril and danger on 
the part of those for whom be labored. Mr. 
Page believed every word that the Bible speaks 
ol the exposure of the sinner to the wrath M 
God. This awakened within his heart 
earnest desire to rescue and safe them. He 
knew that if the one whom he addressed—no 
matter how amiable, or moral, or leva bia the 
person might be—waa not in Christ, was not 
born again, he was in momentary peril ol 
eternal bnrniogs. Take the following as a 
s peu ment ot his method ot addressing uncon
verted persons by letter. It was written to a 
relative:

Dear Sister—I think much of you, and long

WiU vou despise
lags? Death ia----

his love and these safler- 
ng apace. Oh. delay aot

a moment to make preparations 3 Christ |i.« 
ready to pardon every returning penitent- 
be is ready to receive and pardon vow. Go, 
then, aa a weary and heavy laden sinner, im
plose Hie merry ; give yoersell into His ami», 
aed be happy forever.

LeMara tie tbit veto multiplied by scores, 
and even hundreds, and were often bedewed 
with hia tears, and always baptized with hi» 
prayers.

It it right here where very many proles»ing 
Christians at the present day tail, that it. in a 

deep conviction ol the imminent 
peril of sinners. Either from the want of care
ful reading of the word ol God, or from a lack 
of a perseaal experience of their own exposure 

they professedly sought Christ, or from » 
practical infidelity concerning the terrible niter- 

la ef God’s word against the sinner, they 
to see or to frel his danger. Manv doubt, 

after all, whether God really means what lie 
iya. Aad this practical infidelity iu the pew 
it not bean without its effect upon the pelpit. 

There are too many pulpits where the “ ter- j 
rore of the Lord " are seldom or never sounded 
forth, and where fieely-reended periods and 
honeyed words and aa emasculated Gospel are 
dealt out to men and women who are standing i 
oa the beetling brink of 'be lake ot fire.

Brother,” said the d/iag saint to a lovely 
Christian who watched by hia bedside, “ when 

impenitent sinters don't merely say 
calmly, * Friend, yen are ie danger’, bat ap- 

with a holy violence, and labor 
to pall them out ot the fire. They are going to 
perditiee. There is s beeves and a bell." To 
another he «aid, “ If 1 could raise my voice to 
reach a congregation ot sinners, I weald say 
to them ‘ their lest shall slide in due time 
they shelf s/mis ; there is no escape bet by be
lieving in Christ.”

Ob, it all our Churches were baprisod with 
this passion tor soul-saving, what glorious re
sult» would follow ! ■ If,’ says kit biogra
pher, 1 there were tan such Christians in every 
evangelical Church ia our land, how would 
they rouse their teliww Christian» to duty, 
search the highways aad hedges and compel 
the ungodly to come in. instruct the rising 
age, hold up the hands ot faiteful ministers, 
and bring down the Holy Spirit in answer to 

prayers P Whoa will the time coma 
when the Churches shall be mere awake to their 
duty—whan every Christian shall fool the re
sponsibility which reste upon him to labor for 
souls ! Hail the glad day ! Its coming will 
be the bright and bleated harbinger ot asillenial 
glory. The Church aad the world will then 
enjoy other Penteoeets, more wide-spread in 
their estent, and more powerful and more 
glorious ia their operations end retail». What 
regrets will many who art called by the name 
of Christ have in their dying hour that they 
have not done mote lor him I

H Harlan Page waa led to say, in reviewing 
hit life, “ Ob, I have done nothing for Christ ! 
Whet an unprofitable life I have lived ! How 
can one be a Christian who has done no more 
te prevent hit acquaintances, and even hit own 
household, from going down to hell?" then 
wbat will many have to say ot themselves 
they look back upon a useless life, aad look 
forward to the realities el eternity. Christian 
men and woman, it ia time we were awake to 
this great interest. Thick how promising the 
field of labor ie before you. Think ol the har
vest of soul* which you may reap. Think ol 
the starry crown which will await you il faithful 
ia thie work. Study the methods employed by 
Harlan Page, and, animated aad encouraged 
by bia toils and hia aucceee, ahd inspired by the 
blessed assurances ol the word ol God, you 
shall reap a glorious reward if you laiat not in 
in the discharge of your duty.—K. T. Chris
tian Advocate.

lather it be could tie hapti/rj Ilia fat ber «ad 
tv bur, ' veu are young, and 1 am atraid vou 
would backslide and go back into the uortd 
The little converted Sunday.school scholar re
plied. ' Jevus promised to carrv the lambs m 
bis bosom, and 1 am eo email it will be easy for 
him to carry me.’ How beautiful « «uch child
like faith. There aie a great many «ublunr 
pictures in the New Teel ament, but none ol 
them vlirpssa that of Jesus blessing little chil 
dren. Angelo, l’erugmo, Holbicn. nor Ra
phael. never painted a picture so sweet as ws. 
Jesus with his arms lull ot children. It I 
could reach high enough. I would paint it on 
the jky.j Who doubts but that be that blessed 
children can convert them and till them full of 
hm love ? Children caunot fall from the Sa
viours arms into bell ft blessed thought, hr 
nil shelter thrm in Ai» hotom —T. I 'In 
VKR, in S rthern A&ocotr.

>Y .STE M AT IV BENEVOLENT E 

(From"the Methodist.)
Tits Central Advocate discusses through »n 

elaborate editorial, the importance of " sys
tematic beneficence " for American Methodism, 
especially in view Ot the great increase and 
complexity of our Church hnance. American 
Mrthodi»tu is becoming an evangelical eui 
pire, and iu exchequer cannot be trusted to 
mere chance contributions or casual ” benevol
ence." Giving, among us, must be nailed lo 
the dignity and responsihitily ol Jut), with 
the enforcements of conscience The Centrai 
says.

“ We urge upon all our pastors an untiring 
effort to train the Church into this only reliable 
method ol beneficence. The work ot oui be- 
nevoh-nt organisations ia so large and wulelv 
ax leaded that it must aot be allowed to depend 
on the shift* ol irrrgalaritv aa* impulse It 
needs plain, loving talk and patient work, but 
these will bring about the desired return 
Preach on thu dieine plan. Sea tier tracts and 
such treatises on systeautk beneficence as the 
religious press has prep red. Get a few ol the 
most devoted in your Chureb to couamencr, 
being yourself the leader, aad the development 
wi I be" rapid. Wbat abundance may be made 
to flow loio the channels ot beeevoleace ! Not 
a call made by the Gospel ol Christ will nerd 
to be disregarded. Every where, at bogie and 
abroad, we shall go steadily forward in the 
work ol lbe Lord."

Our missionary secretaries see the import
ance ol the proposed reform and are preparing 
to bring it distinctly before th# Church. They 
have arranged with the Tract Society to 
Cooperate in the good work, by issuing 
tracts upon it lor systematic distribution in our 
congregations on Sunday» preceding collec
tion#. An attempt will thus be made to en
lighten and deepen the liberality of our people 
If it were seen impossible to hope lor au* 
general introduction ol systematic giving, there 
can be no doubt ol the possibility of bringing a 
large class ol devout individuals, scattered 
through the Church, to the good habiti And 
one or two such, in any given church, would 
soon affect, moat favorably, all iu finapres 
They would lead the way for the more general 
adoption of the idea. It is really now the case 
that a comparative lew supply most ol our 
fiaascial resources. These lew would be made 
of redoubled u ratal osas by • systematic beuev 
olence ;’ aed, meanwhile, their exemple would 
be the best means of extending the plan, ami 
ol thus more generally eqipilizing and »ug 
mauling the contributions of ihe Church.

• CHILDHOOD CONVERSION.

The soft dews which are sprinkled upon the 
grass do not wither, bot I reshea and enliven it ; 
they do not injure the flowers but brighten 
thee : they do not disturb the for of peaches 
nor the silken drees ol the tulip. The soft 
down of the eider dock is not injured by the 
spray ol the ocean, and to the coming of the 
Holy Spirit into the heart of childhood will 
pot be detrimental, but will prove an infinite 
blessing. The doctrine ol childhood's ap
proach to God is one ol the sweetest doctrines 
in the Bible. The devil in bis round of visit
ations do« not pass children by, why then 
should not Jesus come into their little hearts 
and help them to resist him9 Why should 
Jesus refuse to come into that charming circle 
ia the Sunday-scht ol room, and dwell in all 
those budding souls ? Why should children be 
destitute ol Christian graces ’ Why should 
the Saviour visit the family fire-side aad 
dwell in the hearts of lather aod moth
er, and leave the children uncalled ■' Chil
dren are surrounded with many perplexities, 
they some into contact with disturbing forces, 
aod they need the quieting influences of the 
Holy Spirit lo balance them. The religion of 
Jesus was never better adorned then when 
displayed by the youthful Walts. The rela
tion ot pastors to children is one of fearful re
sponsibility. When we have fed the sheep we 
have not performed all, lor the command is 
also “ Feed nr Lambs.” Sunday school 
teachers are aot fulfilling tbeir misaioa unless 
they lead the children directly to Jesus. If 
their faith take» hold ol God they ran see all 
who come into tbeir classes converted. We 
should not suppose that conversion is merely 
the pardon ot sin, and that therefore children 
cannot be converted until they here spent ma
ny years ie tie. Children can be converted 
early enough so as to be kept from sinning. 
1 have often heard fifty infant voices sit g

" Jesus the water of life trill give, ,
Freely, freely, finely."

when I thought (that many ot them had drank 
ol that water “ freely.” aad sweeter music 1 
never expect to bear. A tittle boy naked his

CHRISTMAS EVANS.

The following Welch anecdote ol < 'hristmn 
Evan» baa been translated into tbs French. 
Italian and other European languages. On 
one occasion, while speaking at a Bible 8 misty 
meeting, over which the Marquis of Angle»»» 
presided, be turned and personally addressed 
the Marquis thus : " I imagine, my lord, that 
you have died, and that tint angel of death has 
taken your soul to the portals ol the holy city. 
Only .a few are admitted into I’aredise ; tbe 
entrance ie ,narrow and jealously watched. 
• Opeu r abouta the angel ot death as he presse» 
forward te secure a place in heaven worthy ol 
your lordship.

“ ' Who to,' asks tbe guardian ol Faradi»e. 
with an authoritative voice.

“ • To the Honorable tbè Marquis of Angle
sea."

“ ',Wbo is be ?'
" • Au old officer in the aiuiy of I be Duke

of York ’
“ • In that capacity,' says Enter, 'he is not 

on my list.’
“ • But be bas filled tbe ©dice of High Mai

ler ol the Ordnance.'
" ' That may be possible, but we know biro 

not.
" * He has been several time» Lord Lieuten

ant ol Ireland.'
“ 11 say nothing to tbe contrary, but be is to 

us a total stranger.'
“ ' He was tbe leader ol tbe llor»e l.uardi 

at the battle of Waterloo.'
" * I repeat that we know nothing ol him.'
.“ ‘ Beside» that, he was lor many ye»r« 

President ot the Bible Society.'
“ ' He shouted Peter, ' th*t liters tbe case 

He can enter in ; indeed, I see bis name re
corded among tbe blessed on tbe books of my 
Father.'

WHAT OCR RELIGION SHOULD Do.

Tbe rehgioo which we should desire, seek 
after, and immediately obtain, is one that got» 
into the family aod keeps the husband from 
being spilelul wb- u dinner ia late, and keep» 
tbe dinuerïrom being bite ; keeps the wife from 
fretting when be tracks the new-washed fleer 
with hi, muddy boots, and makes tbe husband 
mindful of tbe scraper and tbe door-mat ; keeps 
tbe mother patient when the baby ia creee, and 
keeps the baby pleasant ; amnsea the children 
as wall as instruct* them, wins as well aa gov
ern» ; project* the honey-moon info the harvest 
moon, and make» the happy hours like the 
Eastern fig-tree, bearing in ita bosom at once 
the beauty of the leader bio»«om aod the glory 
of tbe ripening fruit.

Ix all temptation» be not discoofiged. 
Those »urg« may not be to break thee, but 
to heave thee off thyself oa tbe Rock (’brief — 
Thu. Wilcotm. •


