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\OH “EVANGELIZER" ON
4 FﬁvEm; TEACHING OF THE
CHURCH.

The * French Canadian Evangeliz-
1 gre apxious in the extreme to

e,l;:k gome hole, however emall it may
L“ in the teachivg of the Catholic

church, and of late they have been
" 1y active in this regard. And

wor deriu

bt will bo ¢he resnlt if they succeed?
« Oh," they say, ¢ the Cathclic chur(.:h
nas high pref ensions, even to infa.l!kbnl-
jty, sud 1 we can find even the slight-
‘w defect in her doetrine, we shall
establish that she is not what she

pes to be.”

assul 3
Examples of these extraordinary

|
1abors are to be found in the recent |
sttacks of Dr. Ross aud Rev. G. \
MacFaul inthe interest of the so-called
French evangelizers, and in the pre
cumably ¢ jocular " gtatement of Pro |
fessor (juerlac before the French Alli-
ance ol Montreal, that a “ Couneil of
she cf urch’ bad decided ** that women
pave no souls. "

We have puthed the assailants to the
wall in all these instances, but now we
dod that a new assault comes {rom a
different quar.er, under Uhe
auspices.

At the [.urth annual couventioa of
French Pre ghyterians engaged in
i eyangelization " work, beld in Mon-
treal on Feb. 21st, the Rev. De. Cous

Ballo

sirat presided, aod in his address |
stated that * in the fifteenth cen |

¥ |
sury, '‘ the Couneil of Constance

placed the Pope under the couneil, acd
reserved the right to elect bishops.'’ |
No appeals to Rome were allowed, but
jifficulties were gettled in France. 1
Votwithstanding that the c,mvm‘\iun:
-eturned thanks to Dr. Coussirat for
wis luminons address, his statement is &
misrepresentation of the case.

It is not very much to be wondered
1t that a Church which belongs to the
whole world is aflected in its relations
40 nations by the cataclysms which in-
7olve those nations, and so, the Catho-
lic Church has been touched, and some-
simes rudely beaten, by the storms of
enturies which have passed over
rope, Asia, Africa, and even to a less

extent, America, during the nineteen |
senturics of her existence. But the |
rain may fall, the flood may come, and |

'\

the winds may blow and beat upon her,
.ud she will not fall, for she is founded ‘
wwon a rock.”  (St. Matt. vii. 25 )
When the Couneil of Constance as-
led, the church was in a peculiarly
from which she

yrecarious position,
wuld scarcely have emerged in safety
not been divive.

o anti-popes had been set up with
the conuivance and even encourage-
nent of gecular rulers, against the tiue
, and whole nations, perplexed at
situation, and, unable to decide

|
’\
i
|
n ‘
#hich of the three claimants was really
the successor of St. Peter, followed the \

ners of one or other of the two us-
irpers, L
It was a temporary evil, but a terri-
Jlo one while it lasted, and the Council
Constance met in 1414, its purpose \
weing chiefly to put an end to this sad
state

{ affairs.
Under these eircumstances, the coun-
»il had no sure head, but it proceeded
the work before it with a will, and
‘t is not a matter of great surprise if a
nsiderable pumber of the bishops
sresent advanced views on the subject
i the authority of the Couneil which
cre not in accord with the tenets of
she Oatholic chareh. No Council could
he complete, or cou'd be reckoned as &
jeneral Council, unless its decrees
vere approved by the Pope. The body
ould not act without a head, and here
he body consisted of only a limited
ercentage of the bishops of the world,
-wo hundred and five being the largest
umber present abt once, while most
{ tho time the actual number was far
elow this.

fxtreme vlews of the authority of
the Council were advanced, and it was
ndeed decreed in the fifth session that

all Christians, not excepting the Pope,
sre under obligation to cbey the Coun-
0il."

It was the opinion of a majority cf the
bishops at this session that the ex-
traordinary situation required that this
sosition should be taken, but a large
minority declared that ‘' the Council,
of itself, possessed no authority except
what it derived from its head."

We do not doubt that the true Pope
was at this time Gregory XIL, who
succceded Urban VI, against whom the
Irst anti-pope was subsequently elected.
The an’i popes, when the schism ended
n 1415, were named Johun XXIIIL and
Henedlot XIII,, but under the extra
rdinary circumstances, many regarded
this as a doubtful matter which did n>t
affect faith or personal salvation solong
s the parties acknowledging any
one of the thres as supreme pas -

tor were in good faith., At all
evonts, Johm XXIII. and Benedict

%11I, were in fine deposed, Gregory
X1I. pronounced his abdication before
the Couneil, and John accepted his de-
position. Part of Spain only was now
adhering to Benediet XIII., and this

secession left him without a following,

8) that the schism which had lasted
from 1378 with two, and later with
three claimants, to the pontifical throne,
was now ended after lasting thirty-
geven years. Martin V. was elected in
1417 by the unanimous vote of the con
clave, and, since that time, the church
has not been subjocted to any such
trial,

Of the decrees of the Council of
Constance, this is to be sald, that i's
decrees on faith were acsepted by the
Pope, but the decrees on the authority
of the council over the Pope was ex
pressly excluded from this acceptance,
and is therefore of no weight as part of
the faith of the Catholic church. The
Council of Constance is therefore ecu-

menical only in part, namely, that part |

which has been a

pted by the Catho-
lic church and its Head, and it is only
for this i
ususl  to

reason that it is

among the
of the Church,
The position of the Catholic church is
irrefragable on this matter, and glori
ously she triumphed over her tronbles.

But Presbyterians have small cause
to leok so sharply into the history of
the Catholic church
sivuations,

number it
Keumenieal Councils

for troublesome
We ueed ouly poinl to the
events of the past few years to show
the inconsistencies of Presbylerianism
itself.

In the decrees of the Convocations of
Scoteh Preshyterianism, which are
printed with the Westminster Contes-
sion of Faith, the claim ol that bedy to

be alone the chureh of Carist, teaching

| the only true doctrine of Carist, is very

strongly advanced, and all contrary

| doctrine is declared to be ungodly and

deserving of suppression by the civil
power. And yet, within the last few
years, we have all witnessed a
radical departure from those standards
which were so boldly put forward as con-
taining the unchangeable truth of
Christ.

It is admitted that the Judicial Com-
mittee of the House of Lords in deciding
the case of the * Wee Frees'' against
the Free Kirk, founded its decisicn
largaly on the fact that the Free Kirk
by jrining the United Kirk and forming
a new chureh, abandoned its ancient
faith on the subjects of predestination,
election and reprobation.

The Free Kirk of Eagland years ago
repudiated this same doctrine by issu-
ing a new creed with the intention that
it should gradually supersede the old
one. The Presbyterians of the United
States have crowded the
old doctrine by supplementary noles
that the old teaching is not to
be inferred from the words of the
and at this present
moment a Presbyterian Committee on
Union has agreed with similar Coms
mittees of the Methodists and Congre-
gationalists to the effect that, for the
sake of peace and uunion, and to save
the expense of “‘overlapping Protestant
churches,”’ that doctrine shall be put
into the background.

But the Catholic chureh has been
one in faith from the beginning to this
day, and every teaching which has
been doctrinally defined by Popes and
General Councils, with the Pope's sanc-
tion, is accepted and believed to-day
with the same firm assent which was
given when the decrees were issued on
the subjects referred to in them. This
is the mark of divine Truth, which
changes not.

e e oo e

ENLIGHTENED TORONTO.

Editor Ottawa Free Press :

Sir—Just about a year ago a wild
storm of bigotry broke out upon this
country. The clamor of noise that was
raised and the fog resulting from the
storm was such that mapy heretofore
well meaning people were moved to say
and do things that should have been
least expected of them. The Catholic
church and the Separate school were
the objects of attacks and many honest
Protestants were led to do and say
things that in after time they will no
doubt sincerely regret on account of
the injustice and pain inflicted upon
their unoffending Catholic neighbors.
Joronto, the enlightened, was the
arsenal of all furies let loose. Since
that time, though thestorm has largely
wastod its energies on the rest of the
country both east and west, the chil
aren of enlightenment and ‘ equal
rights for all’’ have lost no time to
keep alive the evil spirit they succeded
in sending forth. Ignorance of facts
under discussion is one of the planks
they rely upon, but how such Bgyptian
‘darkness can prevail among auy por-
tion of Canada’s population who can
read, as to make it possible for pub-
lishers of the most outlandish slanders
that ever fell from the tongue or pen
of men, is dificult for many of us to
understand. This, however, affords us
an explanation of how it was possible
for many well meaning people to take
part in the gross injustices done to the
Catholic people of this country last
session of parliament.

Let fair-minded Protestants read
here a sample of what affords mental
pabulum for enlightened and Publie-
school trained reacers of Toronto, the
very ones who made the most noise a
year 8go.

The following article was published in
the Presbyterian Record of recent date
and was copled in the organ of Cana-
dian Orangeism published in Toronto
on the 8th instant.

The article reads :

v A tew months u?o I happened to be vlsmns
a little country village in the province ol
Quebec where about half the people were

few

also out

Confession ;

Roman Catholibs, and while I was there a
couple of mooks gtyling themselvee * Christian
Fathers cams toheld w *imission.’ A mission
1 understand, is gomewhat like what we woul
term a * revival,'

“P'aey hold three services each day, one con-
Cv\l ting the mectiog, the oth r he wiag confos
glons, Prolestanis were invited,snd sume few,
oub of curios ty perhape, attended the «veniog
services

* A first their errmons were very practieal,
full ¢f moral instruction and advice, bub ere
Jong they began to change. Iv would be fm-
possible for me, in the short apace silowe d, o
tell you all their tenchings. but 1 wanbtocitea
fow ins ances as + xamoles and to show that it
wad simply & business for making money f om
these poor dcluded prople

“One d h e annAUNA

ed they had power te

sl pasepos 110 heaven. and any good Cath
olic who would pay $ 0 would nou have Lo re
y in purgatory if they died wi hin Len
vy ars; on payment of $50 they wore asaured
they would go dircetly to heaven a death,
¥ how nany years afte warda,
olie promp'ly bowught two
ed them to his father and

I'ne sule of '

blessed candles and holy
waler' occupied By i

day morning 8 scssicn, wnd
was really pitiful to watch those
carrylng hc their precious property
urce of

paople

revenue was the gale of

crucifix 8 at cxorbitany prices. Th
¢ told to bury them in their flalde to
( next yoar, and always Lo
ep them in their houses and bairns Lo pre
vent them from being burned by lighining
The ! all wag perhaps one of
a8 ever enacted in the name of

1 30 servico (
the greatest far

religion. The people were o« mmandcd Lo diga
ho's in ono corper of the cemetery. and Lhere
with imposiag cer monies the brother who had

g conf ssions duly buried the sins

I'nis closed their season of re

; not know into how many parishes
thege ' fathers jed their work, [ heard
of one or two priests who wire cou, ageous
enough to r.quest the Bishop not to ssnd them

1o their churches ; but thego 1 am afraid, are
the ¢ xception rather than the ruie.
Anothor ph of thie question ia that those

pe 1c are { eutd nd have franchise
rights wi'h the most enlightenod. They have
just a8 preav a voice int making of our laws
as any other; and if the lefu 1o igaorance
how can they « xrci i

The voice of the ol

and they do ae

The question i< not how much
afford to ao how much can we af
o do. Our colporteurs a hools are doing
good work and much go wnlting and wiil
yet result, frcm their bay the faithful

workera can go no fur her than you gend them
i. ¢ by your prayers, encouragements and
support, "’

The last three words of the above
article give the key to the whole situa-
tion. Blue-beard tales of this kind go
down with the *‘* enlightened ' of
Toronto, and in the intoxication of
deepest sympathy they liberally
gshare up the contents with the
poor ‘' colporteurs and sehools doing
good work.”” [s it not the interest of
Protestants rather than Catholies to
hold up to the light of facts such pal-
pable frauds ? It would be interest-
ing to Catholics to know how far such
stuff is believed among our Protestant
neighbors. The writer was uuder the
impression that it was in and about
Toronto and some ivlated spots,
where little or no reading of any kind
was done that suczh stories as the
above could be hoped to be received,
but there arises a difficulty to explain,
is not the Presbyterian Record an
organ of that important denomination
in this country ? Again, in the same
Orange organ in which the wriier
found this article, there is another gem
from Mr. George MacFaul of Ottawa
on “The Bible in Quebec, '’ and for
unfairness it is on & par with the above
production from *‘en ghtened'' Toronto.
He makes a challenge to the edit)r of
the CarnoLic REcorp and offers
for every copy of the New Testament
[ ( French Roman Catholic edition ) that

can be found in the homes of French
(Qatholies, either in Hull or Ottawa,
and placed there at the request of the
priest with his exhortation to read it.
The trick of this challenge is found in
the words ** ard placed there at the
request of a priest, ete. ”’ How many
Protestants have Bibles placed in their
homes at the reguest of their minister
¢ with his exhortation to read them " ?
Now as a matter of fact, every Oath
olic priest in the diocese of Oitawa is
required at least orce a year to advise
his parishioners to read the Holy Serip
tures, as may be seen in the Appen-

dix of the Ritual read by the
priest to the people on Sundays.

Every priest on Sundays is furthermora
required to read passages from the Holy
Seriptures, particularly from the New
Testament every Sunday. The pastor
of the French Catholic chur:h of Hull
had a special edition of the Four Gos-
pels prepared and published in cheap
form for his parishioncrs a year or two
ago. Rev. Father Alexis of the Capu
chin Order also published a Life of
Christ acecrding to the Four Gospels
in 1899, The Archbishop wrote him a
letter of thanks for his work in behalf
of the people. His Grace furthermore
in a letter to all the priests of his
diocese last year advised them to have
this work read by the people. *‘ lo-
stead of spending the time of the holy
geason of Lent in vain amusexents, let
them read the life of Jesus Christ, the
Gospel for example,”’ says the Arch
bishop in his letter of Feb. 12, 1905.
These books here spoken of are in
French. Do Protestants generally
really accept such stufl as Mr. MacFaul
treats them to ? Personally, the writer
is inclined to believe they do not.
Catholics, however, bave a right to
hear a little more from the better
classes of Protestants on such matters,
especially when the productions of Mr.
MacFaul and the Presbyterian Record
are served up in such outrageously
offensive style. KILMEEDY,

THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND.

The statistics published in * The
Oatholie Directory for Scotland ™’
(which, by the way, is one of the neat-
est and best arranged yearbooks of the
kind that we know of) show an increase
—it is notable, all things considered—
in the number of priests and charitable
institutions. The clergy number 525,
of whom 429 are secular and 90 regular.
There are 230 missions or parishes,
having altogether 385  churches,
chapels, stations, ete. The Catholic
sohools of Scotland number 204, with
253 departments. Of religious houses
there are 65 —of men 13, of women 52.
Charitable institutions, 39. The Cath-
olic population of the country is estim-
ated as being over 513, 400. Half a
century ago the ‘' grand total ™ of
priests and churches in Scotland, was
134 each. St. Mary's College, Blairs,
Aberdeen, was then the only educa-
tional institution in the Land o’ Cakes,
and the religious houses numbered 3.—
Ave Marla,

Nothing can be little on which the
servioce of God depends,

THE OUGHT TO BE'S.

(Written for The Catholic
I'imes by Iev. J, T. Rocho,
Obligation of Hearing Mass,’

Standard and
author of *' The
“Our Lady of

Frederick Harrison's famouns assertion I
that “*time vindicates every Catholic
prineiple, "’

NOT

BO EXCELLENT,

f‘i‘:'('i"t““'!"“‘ , \\1‘1 ’;"" of 8u. Joseph, """ Bellef Many of our people have come to the !
] conelusion, somehow, that the educa |
Thero AN SEEW TIVE LESSONs tion given in our parish schools is in- |
ere is a good story told of the late | ferior to that given in the Puablie schools,
Avchbishop Hennessy, of Dubuque, and | The real truth is that in our atholie |
of thf: mauner in which he convineed 2 | ipstitations the training is vastly more ‘
non Catbolic yc ung man who came to : thorouzh, more systematic and more |
h“'.‘ seeking a di: pensation that ** one | practical. I am writing of tho West, l
ff‘l'ﬁ""‘ 81 ot a3 good as 1""_”“‘ er. ‘ and of eonditions with whi:h I am wmore |
The applicant | v the dispensation was | op less familiar., And hers it can be
one of t talkative fellows who are | said, with due regard to truth nd jast- |
u;ady on the _‘u‘,\H. 8t provocation to | joe, that our Public school system |
““'”,“”‘ views in watters pertaining to ; leaves much to be desired. Out here |
religion. 1le started in to w ake the | ayerybody who goes through the Public |
Archbishop understood from the very | gehool gradusate . and graduation means
onteet ¢ he took no stock in any | pothing but that the pupil has gone |
religior and that he re-| through a certain number of grades
garded ns in the same light, | and spent a certain pumber of vears on |
e car o said, to ask for thedispen- | the hool benches. Phere is no |
sation oo heeause the younglady in | gepiing for ineficiency, no system |
'the ca ed it, but he wanted | of grading dependent upon ¥« al pr
it distine inde was 4 | oress, It is ply * go to school
matter ence to | and the system will do the rest "
him, wnner of the man and ‘zm: A High school certificate admit
flippan peech immediately aroused | polder to the State University, ar
the irc gond old Archbishop, and | there again the same rule holds good
he det« od there and then to teach | Bverybody who enters gr
him a 1wl he would never | whether it be in letters, law, eng r
forget. u say,”’ said the Archbishop, | ing, agriculture or medicine. \
‘* that religion i good to you as | gystem which demar 1s neither efficiency,
anothc | that they are all the same. | thoroughness nor real educational pro
Now, young man, [ am going to prove | gress, but simply that the stadent
to you | such is not the case. When | throungh all the different grades f
you J¢ here go up the street a | gertain number of years and come out,
couple ks and § will find a ! kpowing go e kpows what
magnifice stone chur and next | jfthe average parochial school cannot
door t« \ fine stone residence. Kvock | 4y as good work as the aver »ablie |
at the and yon will be adwmitted. ‘ school as we have it here in tho West, |
You v find there a non Catholic | it ig worth much, and the real truth |
glerg)‘ the Rev. Dr. So-and so. He | of the matter is that our Sisters, despl © |
18 a g iriend of mine. Ask him to | their many handicaps, and our educa
marry 1. You will have no difficulty. | tional institutions in TJ neral are doing
Whilst are waiting for him the | jyAnitely better work in ove ray than |
amenit f polite society demand that | ghe Public schools of the ¢ juntry, the
you e your hat from your head | politician the * grand stand
and th ar from your mouth—some | preacher to the contrary no withstand-
thing yon have not done here. | jho |
When mes, tell him your business, | e el e |
bht‘u t the sawme time that you | TALKS ON RELIGION [
first ¢ me and asked me for a | = |
dispersation in order that you might | REVERENCE, OATHS, AND VOW=, |
marry a | tholie girl according to the | The great foundation of all religious |
Oathol es and ceremonies ; and tell ’ feeling is reverence. If the feeling of |
him t hat 1 onhesitatingly ordered | overence for God be lost, you ],M,,,\
you irom my house. Now go!” And, very little religion left. We may |
pointing to the door, the Archbizhop | olean this from (Iizel. xxiii, 6:) “Give |
ushered him cut into the street and | pongt over to an irreverent and fool- |
closed the door upon him. T'ue story | jigh mind."
goes that within an hour the young| phe careless utterances of tongue
man 13 back at the Archbishop’s | gevelop irreverences in the heart and
reb{dx ce, willing and ready to sub spread irreverence among those who
geribe ) any cunditiun:ﬂ which the habitually listen to tuch utterancss.
A'll‘ll ) u‘v-r:(.d to impose upom | Ny wonder that God has given to man |
bim, and that within a year he wasa| the digtant command to honor His holy ‘
ferve: d a devout Catholic,and that | pame ¢ Thon shalt not take the name |
the chicf cause which eontributed to| of the Lord thy God in vain.” |
his ct » of heart was the courage of | ~ hig command forbids us to swear un- |
the w . “(;urod to ur(lc.r him fr.:m \ lawfully by the name of God, and |
his he hilst demonstrating to him | peoroa it forbids ““all false, rash, unjost 1
in the 36 l'wz\‘!'hlf* manver possible | and unnee oaths.” ; ath |
that one religion is not as good as an- | g, eall upon God to witness th |
other i.;i what we say. Calling God ‘
A ermin=d sts for Catholic | witness to t -.:u(ii is the mosb
princ lies at the root of all the | way by s v man can confir
chur« victories, The ak-kneed 1 o is . B If we ceiv
temporizing policy has | testim men, the testin )
In it emand for Catl God is greater.” (1 Si John, 1, 9.)
for on: Catholic children the chure To do this * in vain,”’ to d t fool
following the instinet of self-preserva- | ishly or fa'sely, is to give to God the

i

tior We are building schools to day
at o great sacrifice and supporting
thew all over the country becanse
le ed to our cost years ago that our
children could not be educated in an
atmosphere of religious indifference, or
perhaps positive hostility, without be-
coming tainted and poisoned by that
atmosphore. the strangest
things, however, in conne etion with
this whole matter is the fact that many
apparently intelligent Catholics have
failed to rea)ize the importance of the
principles at stake, and that they per-
sist in_disregarding the lessons of the

we

One of

past as well as the positive legislation
of the preeent. Such people surely put

an cfective argument in the mouths of
hosa who believe that one religion ie
as good as another.

THE BORE SPOT.

The real sore spot of America is the
nezlect of the religious training of the
children, We have become a nation of
unbelievers, and all because so-called
Ohristian fathers and mothers fail to
instill into the minds and hearts of
their children the fundamental teach-
ings of Christianity. I believe that
thoughtiul Protestavts all over the
country are beginning to realize more
and more every day the wisdom of the
(atholiec church in establishing paro-
chial sehools wherever possible. They
realizo that they arve face to face with
a orisis, and that unless some stes be
taken to safeguard the faith of the
coming generations, evangelical Chris-
tianity is doomed to early decay. The
Sunday school, with its half hour or
hour of religious instruction of no par-
ticular and definite character, has been
found to be insufficient. Where there is
no home training in Christian principles
and no insistence upon the fundamen-
tals in dogmas and morals, it i3 worse
than useless. It was fashionable
amongst non.Catholics a generaf ion
ago to assert that Catholic children

wero reared in ignorance and supersii-
tion. The ignorance and superstition
of the Protestant children who come
from time to time to our own Sunday
schools are traly appalling. I have
personally taken pains on many occa
sions to find out what such children
know of God and of the things of God.
Their knowledge of Christian teaching
is, as & rule, of the most elementary
kind. They have been told something
of our blessed Lord and a great many
things about the intrinsic excellence
of gzoodness in general, but the instruc
tion imparted to them is of that mawky
gontimental, indeterminate kind which
vanishes with the ideal and emotions of
childhood. The ehild is tanght to mem-
orize a few texts of Scripture, but even
in matters pertaining to tho Sacred
Scriptures he finds at home, much in
credulity and much that tends to render
valueless the instruction imparted to

Ther
in St. Matt. v, l
call npon God |
trifling matters, while it |
is perfectly proper to do s0in matbters ~
of moment, our own good, the
good of our neighbor or the good of
gociety “is at stake. It is then a 80!=
emn act of religion. The psalmist says :
“ The king shall rejoice in God, and
all that swear by him shall be praised.”’
(Ps. 1xii, 12) Oaths of cifice and
oaths for evidence are the two sorts ol
oaths in common use.

Perjury, the taking of a false oath or
the breakinz of a lawful one, is always
a mortal sin if it be wiliully and delib
erately committed. It is an indignity
and an insult offered to God, and it is
no excuse to say that yom wanted to
get some one out of trouble, or that
yon perjured yourself for the advan
tage of your neighbor or for that of
yourself. Justice and truth must pre
vail.

A Lutheran gaid to us: “1
would become a Catholic if I had not
at the time of Confirmation taken an
oath never to give up Lutheranism.'*
We asked hin: ** If you had taken an
oath to burn down your neighbor's
house, should you it 2" After
some hesitation he said: * No, I
think not, as that would do him a great
injury.” We said : ** Your neighbor’s
house is pot so valuable as your immoz-
tal soul, hence you should not keep
your oath to remain a Lutheran,
People do wrong to take or to keep an
oath to harm themselves or to Injure
others,”

A vow is a promise, but every prom-
ise is not a vow. We make promises in
the confessionsl, we make prouises to
God in our prayers, we make promises
in our resolutions. A vow is a solemn
promise by which we take on ourtelves
a fresh obligation. It elevates that
which was optional into a duty. People
who take vows to say certain prayers,
to give in charity certain amounts, to
adopt a particular state of 1.fe, impose
these as obligations upon themselves
and take upon themselves new ties. A

est possible disrespect.

-

mors on this subject
It is an affront to
to witness in

when

once

keep

—

Solemn vows are taken by those wha
onter some religious order approved by
the church, Simple vows are those
which a person takes on his own re-
sponsibility, The solemn vew is dis-
tinetly accepted by the church ; simplo
vows are not publicly accepted. Hence
it is much less dificult to obtain a dis
pensation from a simple than from &
solemn vow. Those who bave solemn
can truly say: *‘ Behold, we
have left all things, and have followed
Thee." to comply with the

VOWS

I'hey seek

precept : * Be ye perfect as your
tleavenly I"ather is periecl.

The ac and the contemplative
life hav their proper places in the
world world needs both., Yet

is placed

A8 may D

rds ot Our

¢ Now,

went that He

town, and a cer

artha welvea
An had

ting a »

H word t
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BAPTIST PASTOR ASKS REMIS-

SION OF TAXES ON CATHOLIC

CHURCH.

St. Paunl's Catholie chureh, Owosso,
Mich., has asksd relief from the com-
mon council of thit place for $150
for back taxes, representing the charge
for sidewaiks aronnd the school and
parochial residence. The ecouncil

objected that as it had been customary
to pay only for church walks, the city
could not remit the tax. Rev, Alex-

| ander Coyle, pastor of the Iirst Bapt-

ist church, then appeared before the
council meeting and volunteered the

information that the walks in front of
ptist parsonage had been paid

he city.
Some may think it strange that T
here to make this explanation for
the b it of ar rd mination,”’
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MORE EMINENT CONVERTS.

The Calendar of St. Mary's church
(Paulist) Chicago, contained in its Jan-
uary issne another list of eminont
American converts to the faith :—
EMINENT MILITARY AND NAVAL CON=

VERTS

General William S, Rosecrans.

General Joseph Warren Revere,,
grandson of Paul Revere.

(GGeneral Don Carlos Buell,

Mayor Henry F. Brownson.

Admiral Samuel R, Franklin,

Commodore John Guest,

General W. S. Harvey.

Rear Admiral Andrew S. Harwood.

General John K, Newton.

Admiral Fraueis M. Ramsey.

General B, P. Seammon,

Admiral B. F. Sands.

PUBLIO OFFICIALS AND LAWYERS.

Thomas Kwing, onee Upited States
Senator from Ohio and first Secretary
of the Interior.

Peler H. Burnett,
of California.

W. H. Bissell, former Governor of
[llinois.

General Carpenter, former Lieuten-
ant Governor of Rhode Island.

Joseph R. Chandler, at one
Minister to Naples.

Frank Hurd of Ohio.

Vanbrugh Livingstone, once United
States Minister to Russia

AUTHORS, ARTISTS, ETC.

QOrestes A. Brownson.

Charles F. jrowne,
Ward."

Marion Crawford.

Henry Harland.

George P. A.
painter.

Richard Malcolm Johnson.

George Parsons Lathrop.

Rose Hawthorne Lathrop, wife of the
preceding, and daughter of Nathaniel
Hawthorne.

Mrs. Don Piatt.

Charles Warren Stoddard.

J. Kitson, the sculptor.

former Governor

time

“

Artemus

Healy, the portrait

vow is of its own nature a very high
act of religion, but vows should not be
made without reflection or without the
advice of your spiritual director, he-
cause you assume a new duty thereby
and put it out of your own power to re
tract and to retreat. We read in
Eeel, v. 31 ‘“If thou hast vowed any-
thing to God, defer not to pay it, for
an unfaithful and foolish promise dis-
pleaseth Ilim ; bub, whatsoever thou
hast vowed, pay it. And it is much
better not to vow, than after a vow not
to perform the thing promised.’’

If you had bound yourself to do
gomothing for a certain person and
afterward found it hard to keep your
promise, you would ask the person to

him in the Sunday school. There never
was a time when intelligent Protestants
longed so earnestly and so ardently for
a definite and a distinct body of relig-
jous doctrine. Nebular Christianity is
an absolute total and irretrievable
failare. Deny it as they may, they are
turning to the old church for guidance
in dootrine and practice, and demon-
strating in an effective way the truthol

free you from it, or to let you do somc=
thing else instead. What is a person
to do who bas made a vow and finds it
very difficult to keep it ? He should
then seek a dispensation. The author-
ities of the church by God's appoint-
ment stands in His place in such mat.
ters, and have the power of dispensing
or of commuting the matter vowed.

Solemn vows differ from simple vows.
>
\

James Hall, State Geologist of New
York.
George 1. Miles.

WHAT DID MR. SMITH MEAN?

Goldwin Smith says the only means
of salvation is the pursuit of trath.
Does he mean the pursuit or the posses-
gion of truth ? Pursuit implies non-
possession. No one goes in pursuit of
that which he possesses ; while sane
no one hunts for that which he has.
[f seeking the truth secures salvation
what is the possossion of truth good
for? Does the enjoyment of good
health consist in the pursuit of it or in
the possession of it? Is the pursuit of
wild turkeys as good a marketable asset
as having them? If truth ie pursued
merely for the sake of pursuing why
would not the pursuit of the false
afford the same amount of exorcise ?
Would not the possession of truth be &
detriment, since it deprives us of the
power of pursuing 2 What did Mr.
Smith mean ?—N. Y. Freeman's Jougs
pal.
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