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Bhorter Catechism-—Review Questions 12-20

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : Memory Hymn—
Primary, 14 (Ps. Sel.) ; Junior, 1 (Ps. Sel.), 313, 26,
317, 176.

Special Scripture Reading—Acts 9: 32
also in Departmental Graded Teacher's Quarte
be read re.ponsively or in concert by the whole

THE LESSON

Time and Place—The day after the feed-
ing of the Five Thousand ; Capernaum

Connecting Links—When Jesus and his
disciples had landed on the western side of
the lake, they went again to Capernaum.

I. A Gracious Invitation, 24-29.

Vs. 24, 25. The multitude who had been
fed, when they found that Jesus had left the
eastern shore of the lake, followed him in
boats to Capernaum. Having found him,
they asked, in wonier, how he had crossed
t'ie lake, knowing that the disciples had gone
away without him.

V. 26. Jesus Answered. The answer is
given, not to their question (v. 25), but to
the condition of their minds. Verily, verily ;
words used in solemn statements. Not be-

cause . . miracles ; Rev. Ver., “signs.” Jesus'
mighty works were meant to point to some-
thing deeper lying behind them. His feeding
of the multitude (last lesson, ch. 6 :1-14)
ought to have suggested his ability to satisfy
their souls. Did eatl . . and were filled. They
are impressed simply because he has mirscu-
lously supplied them with food, food which
they have got for nothirg.

V. 27. Labour not for the meat (food) which
perisheth. The food he had given them had
disappeared. There was nothing to show
for it. Why toil for what cannot last®
Rather, let them earnestly seek that nourish-
ment which endures, which builds up the
highest life. The Son of man shall give. He
who, in compassion, gave them the perishing
bread, has the more precious gift at his dis-
posal for those who have insight to under-
stand. ‘“Son of man” meant king in the
kingrlom of God. Him hath God the Father
sealed. The miracle proved that the Father
was with him. That is a guarantee that he
can bestow the higher gift.

Vs. 28, 29. What shall we do? Jesus had
bidden them work, that is, take trouble, for
the enduring food. 'The word “work” ap-
peals to the legal Jewish instinct. “What
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Hymn for Opening Worship—Hymn 524, Book of
Praise ; given also in Dep: ;H ment \lll( -Ir,'u‘lx;d Qluu{lvrl'u’m.
rn 8 ides —For Lesson, 30, “I Am the
I(L:n"? Life For Questi m Mis ions, H \1 011,
Free Dispensary, Jewish Mission, Toronto, (Slidesare
tained from the Presbyterian Lantern Slide Depart-
ment, 96 Queen St. East, Toronto.)

EXPLAINED

kind of efforts shall we make, so as to do the
things pleasing in God's sight ?”” Compare the
exact par Jlel in Mark 10 : 17, ete. This is
the work . . believe. The first duty which God
lays upon them is to put their trust in him
who is the messenger and reve er of (;lnl,
I1. A Wonderful Gift, 30-33.

V. 30. What sign shewest thow . .? .lv.\ll\',
as the sent of God, had elimed their faith.
This they refuse, unless he ean do some greater
thing than the mirac le they had :||l'¢‘:ul_\' wit-
nessed. (See also Matt, 12 :38 ; Luke 11 :
16, and compare 1 Cor. 1:22, “The Jews
require a sign.”) Jesus invariably refused
to gratify such curiosity. He himself was
God’s sign to humanity. The mention of the
manna perhaps suggests that they wished
him to repeat the miraculous feeding.

V. 31. Our fathers did eat manna. They
remind him of what God had done for their
ancestors through Moses, Ex. 16 :15. If he
is to win their confidence, he must at least
come up to Moses I'here was an expettation
among the Jews that the Messiah should feed
them with bread from heaven. (Compare
Ps. 78 : 24

V. 32. Mases gave you not that bread Srom
heaven. 1In his reply, Jesus corrects their
ideas on two points : (1) It was not Moses,

but his Father, who had fed Israel. The
provision made for their fathers was due to
the very God who had sent him, and whom
he sought to reveal to them. (2) The manna,
while sent from heaven, was not the true bread
SJrom heaven.

V. 33. The bread of God. A remarkable
4[#'\"!'[[»!5'»[1 of “the bread of God,” “the true
bread,” follows : it cometh down from heaven,
that'is, has God for its source, and it giveth
life, that is, does fur more than satisfy momen-
tary hunger,—hecomes the permanent basis
of enduring spiritual vigor and health. Unto
the world. The bread of God is not limited
to any particular nation : it is meant for
mankind
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