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my brother ministers but also with his use of them,
istance

For
One of them wrote me and complained that the
Dr's use of his words was “radically defective through in
completion
‘Before thi mtroversy

began in the MessEnc

ER ANI
Vistor Dr. . Saunders as “Reporter” wrote of our Sabbath
school Fhe pastor's Biblé class has averaged sixty-two
I'he report of the deacons made suitable reference to the
pastor’'s work in this department Let me quote their
uitable reference
Ouoe of the chiel aims of the pastor econd only to the
proclamation of the gospel, has been to establish the taith
{ the people in the Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture
and o this end a series ol studies en conducted, 1o an
adult Bible class at the cClove [ morning  service, setting
foith the hest methods of Bible study and wiming at an in
w of the inspitation ol the Scriptures.  This
well attended, and  good interest  secured
\ tasted ex of technical lessons, and is
1wy the § tin the study of the life of
us given i the g f Mark, This class has had
atked 1o Ruer 1 t day  school which a re
wved imferest has been take sind which has been eminest
e i s will app from  the Superintendent’s
portt I I this we are gratelul to God
We wish " ize the importance of the pastor’s
forts 1o lead t etter understanding of the Bible.  Said
he Apostle Paul an b second letter to the Corninthian
ur sufliciency of Giod, who also hath made us able
ninisters ol the w Testam nt; uot of theletter but of the -

Spiit; for the letter killeth but the Spirit giveth life,
wid o this testimony we think we see the liberty and in
deed the duty of taking sufficient advantage of the work of

reverent histunical ava hiterary study to get s full a knowl

edge as we may of God s revealed will Know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free
THE REAL QUESTION AT ISSUE

It was not a question as to whether | believe in the Bible
as the “Word of God Again and again |
It is

revelation. |

have callad 1t

such in Dr. Saunders’ presence not a question con-

cerning its “supernatural not enly believed
this but it is to be found in what I wrote in my

summary
and “Why we should study the Bible.”

I know that others
find it there, 1 taught that the Bible was given by God the
Futher; that its authority was the authority of truth rereal-
ed especially through and in Jesus Christ the Son; and that
holy men of old spake
Spirit

as they were moved by the Holy
I taught that the Bible as religious literature was
inspired, inspiring and authoritative  So far Dr. Saunders
and | agreed

Roman Catholics believe that
and interpreted by the church) is

in all its parts.

their Bible
wfallably authoritative

Leo X1l in his encyclical on the “Study of

(determined

*cripture” dictated that Roman Catholics were to go to the
Bible with the assumption that it was inerrant. As a Bap-
In our hble Class Dr. Saund-
ers, wanted us to go to the Bible with the same assumption
As a Baptist | wanted a sulflicient reason
given and cannot give it

this is the crux, to make

tist [ want a suflicient reason

The Dr. has not
differ.

sure’”’ let me
qunte these words that have been endorsed by deacons and
other members of the class

I'his is where we Since

“assurance doubly

“In pastor Waring Cla ). Saunders assumed and
asserted his belief $ inerran of the Bible at
east in the ovigina oas this assumpti that tem-
porarily inteyfered with pastor's 1 of Bible study
which secks the author's meaning without assuming that it is

tmerrant

This then is the question at issue between us. This is
the question that siould be fairly faced at the threshold of
Bible study. Until this question is settled between us it is
useless for us to enter into any controversy concerning in-
spiration or any other question in the

the Bible is needed.

settlement of which
Fhe Dr. has not fairly faced
between us. He
diverting and focussing attention upon

this the

has evaded it by
inspiration and its
definition and by subtly raising the cry of denominational-
sm

real question at issue

EVASION

The Dr. has evaded the issue in a number of other ways.
We will notice two. He has evaded it by jests. The im-
pression of the class and many others that he was “hitting”

in_opposing his pastor he evaded with a jest—and what

a jest | The fact that by his assumption of ‘inerrancy he

interfered with our method of Bible study he evaded with

a jest that was not only stale but irrelevant

Ihoughful
readers of the Messk

PR or will distinguished

between jests that enlorce

ts that evade it

This is

ONE If fallible man is by

law

held innocent until his
guilt i

Word—as imnoce

to stand by the Bible--God's

nt until it s proved guilty.” Note the Dr's

ihtle subsutution of the word innocent for the word in
fall ble Fhe qusetion was not concerning the innocency
of the Hible ncerning  its  infallibility Of

course a4 man | mmed icnocent { until he

15 proved

guilty. ' That however is a very different thing from saying
that a man is assumed to be infallible until he is proved
to be fallible. In his own senténce the Dr. assumes man
to be “fallible What right has he to assume the Bible

is infallible His own analogy is against him,

So also with his analogy about that naughty son who
questioned as to whether his mother was “bad.”. Our ques-
tion was not about the badness of the Bible (think of it!)

but as to whether we bad a right to assume that all the
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Bible was absolutely infallible. If any of those sons in his

great love for his mother would publicly assert that she was

absolutely infallible in all that she said we would give him
credit for his love but would question his judgment

It is interesting in passing to recall the Dr's references to

the “ingenious skill" and literary “dexterity” of the higher

crities
DE M ATIONAY TA

My view then differed from that of Dr. Saunders in that |
1id not assume that the Bible was inerrant I'hat howeve
does not mean that the view | represent has not an it
reasingly important place in the Bapti ina‘ion
As a matter of fact it is the view of wn increasingly large
number both of our leadéers and of the rank and lile in
hurches. It is the view that was so strongly suppotted by

the quotations | gave from Prols
Drs Flint

Significant for its future is the fact that th

Kirkpatrick and Genung

and Davidson Lorimer Sur

1 and |

Lunee

ifew 15 being

taught in so m.ny of f H.Im»! mstitutions  of learning

In view of this let e ask a somewhat long question
Is it not strange that amoog us Baptists who boast of our
individual liberty, a single church member should presume
not simply to dictate what his should
but even to suggest the wording of his pastor’s beli=f con
cerning this subject about which there is such a differenc,
of opinton among the leaders of the denomination ?

The difference between Dr. Saunders and myself is the
difference between a very conseivative and a liberal-con

servative Baptist

pastor’s belief be,

He represents those Baptists who like
the Roman Catholics are hampered in their Bible study
with the assumption of absolute inerrancy. 1 stand with
the Baptists who in their Bible study are unhampered. with
this assumption. Since both these views are held by
Baptists ought not the question at issue, to be settled on
its own merits, without any demagegical appeal to denom-
ational prejudices ? “Defender of the IYaith” or
title won in that way is pinchbeck cheap

Dr Saunders has evaded the real question at issue be-
tween us

any such

In doing so he has raised this false one of de-
nominationalism. By means of general references and al-
lusions he has left, with some, the false impression that |
Yet he has
not shown a single sentence of mine (taken in its context)
to be untrue or that does not represent the views of many
and leading Baptists to day. \Why
false issue of denominationalism ?

am not in harmony with the denomination.

"id he this
Was it to evade the
Why does not the Dr
tell us what right he had to assume the ahsolute inerrancy
of the whole Bible

raise

real issue concerning inerrancy ?

That is the question at issue
Hok

(To be concluded next week.)

WarinG

St. John Letter.

St. John can boast of having a large number of business
men possessedlof a keen commercial sense, but who have
not proven that they possess a correspondingly clear con-
conscience. A number of citizens of hitherto unimpeach-
able character have formed themselves into a Horticultural
Association to csre forj and beautify Rockwood Park
Here are delightful drives, walks and dells, a 'ake, cascades,
a zoo, and much of naturé’s rugged beauty. Numbers of
the city people go here to spend their spare hours, and in
this way the Park is a great boon to many busy mothers
and pleasure seekers. In the c'ntre of all this a restaurant
has been opened, where refreshments in the form of soft
drinks, beer, lunches, etc, are served to the public This
has been provided for the ¢ \nvenience of a certain number
who always avail themselves of such

privileges wherever
offered

Upon the lake boats are provided for those who
wish to indulge in boating. These have always been
available six days in the week only, but’ now the commis-
sioners propose to open the res

aurant on Sundav after-
noon and evening, for the purpose of providing the general
public with refreshments. There does not seem to have
been a popular demand for this, and from an admission
made by the President of the Commission before a Dele-
gation the only request for this has come from the keeper
in charge of the restaurant. The Christian and moral con

science of the City has been roused over this question, as it
has not been over any other question for some time. The
Evangelical Alliance has taken action, and has appointed
two separate committees at different times fo represent the
Christian and moral sentiment of the city before the com

mission. Thev are opposed to the desecration of the Sab-
bath. Mr. Hanington, a member of the Committee, has
resigned his position on the Commission as @& protest
against the attempt to open the restaurant on Sunday. The
Christian Endeavor Union of the city has circulated mam

moth petitions securing over 1200 names against it. It is
beyond the ken of your writer, Mr. Editor, to understand
the action of honorable men on a question like this In
principle they presume to believe in a day of rest, and as
atriotic citizens they would declare themselves opposed to
a Continental Sabbath in our Fair Canada. They claim
that this is done from purely philanthropic motives, and
not for gain. [t certainly is the enter'ng wedge for a wider
and more general desecration of our day of rest, and if it is
right to have an open restanrant in the Park on Sunday,
it certainly must be right to have spectacular

s

shows, band concerts, boats - to let, etc Such
is the history of every such movement in every
city with "which | am acquainted, Only last
week 1 spent a npumber of davs n the city of

Worcester, Mass , and God forbid that the Sabbath in our

park or our city, even under the name of philanthropy, or
the comfort of the laboring man, should be turned into

uch a day of revelry as it has been in the beautiful park
of Quins'gamono 1 that place Its merry-go 1ounds,
dance halls, boat races, toboggmshdes, steamboat excur

band

ministers

sions concerts, apen bars, with the deviland all hs

i accompaniment there, turn this day of rest

into a day of revelry

\

We want no such day for St

John, but we want a clean
et Sab
get respite

sabbath, so that the laboring man can rest | a

where earnest, toiling, tired people can

il the hurly burly and rush of thas

work-a-day

Ihe

Iord's Day Alhance has recently held its sessions in

St Jolut west, and also on ‘the east side m public meeting

was held on Monday evening ol last week, addressed by

We
are glad to know the wide and far reaching influence of
thas

ieading men frony the Presbyterian General assembly

magnifient organization We hope the people of

Canada will be perunitted to enact a law and to establish a

prnciple, wlich will keep one day in seven, clean and
clear of all mark of commercialism and materialism among
the peopie in this young 4nd nsing nation,

We are now i the nidst ot the grand sessions of the
Presby terian General Assembly of Caunada, which has been
nmieeting fur the week past in the St. Andiew's Presby-
teriav church-on Germain St Here is gathered one « f the
most magoiticent bowes of men that has ever visited this
city for any purpose. Seldom do we see such an assembly
of men ¢ presenting so uch brain and breadth of natipnal
Chrisuan patriotism I'he atmosphere of the assembly 1s
strong and anvigorating | the types of character are nch
and rugged I'bere 15 no special display of oratory, as such,
but there isa statesmen-like grasp ot national, rehigicus and
educational questions, such as we have never known to be
sarpassed n any of the ccuncils of this country. We were
glad 1o extend to them a weicome to our city, and gave
them a loyalist's entertainment while they were with us.

But as ve hsten-to their discussions and debates, one
naturally draws a long breath and asks  Where are we at?
Ihe Millinmum is surcly coming ! A strong resolution was
passed recommending the appomtment ol & representauive
committee to consider with a similiar comm ttee of the
Methodist, Congregationalists and other churches, tie ad
visability and basis of union lor all of Canada strong
¢ ‘mmittee ol sixty was later nominated by a special com
mittee and appo nted by the assembly. Ounly a few oppos-
ed such a umon and of these the majority favored moder-
ation and deliberation, and only a very few gave a definite
and pronounced negative toat. - These saio the union with
the Methodists and Congregationahists would abliterate the
glorious history of the Presbytenian church, and would low-
er the salaries of the Presbyterian manisters from $750 10
$600 and ®500 as was the case with some 1500 of the
Methodist mnnsters of Canada, One speaker was so con-
vinced of the undesirability of the union as to say that it
would lower “the hterary standards of the Presbyterian
church to unite with the other denominations. It was only
fair tosay that the proposer of these srgunients were listened |
to with scant courtesy by the sssembly. On the other band it
was hoped that union would solve the question of a multi
plication of churches in many of the cities and towns of our
land. 1t would liberate and sct free a large number of
earnest, faithful workers who could fill up our Iar west and
man it with an eflicient staff of missionaries ready to meet
the coming swarms of emigration. It pointed out that no
vital life would suffer, but that strength and economy and
unity would bring together these separate denominations,

and increase the efficiencv of their work at home - and
abroad. Certainly 1if this is the feeling between denomin-
ations that were formerly champions of the two great

opposing schoals, of theology Calvinism, and Arminiagism,
the Baptist bodies of these provinces should no lovger
stand separated, but shopld bury their differences, and the
for sake of the cause « f Christ, unite themselves into pne
aggre ssive. body

By the way, Mr. Editor, what has become of our national
Baptist convention 7 | for one have been waiting to hear
announcements of such a meeting, which should take place
this year. We certainly nesd a National convention meet-
ing ti\rﬂ}‘ two or three years, which will bring together all
the Baptists, East and West. Federation is in the air, and
with us it should begin at home. When we meet with vur
brethren of the far wes', we realize that they ring to us
new and vitalizing Wational ideas, and when the west meet
men of the east certainly we have an element of conser-
vative’ wisdom, that will benefit all. These provinees are
awaiting the annpuncements of such’ a National convention
for the next year. and surely we shall not wait in vain.
MAYNARD PARKER,

Tohn, N. B, June 9, 1904.

- B

Southern Baptist Convention.

“Lhis body held its recent session at Nashvitle, Tenn. [t
is the largest Baptist organization in the world, having in
its connection nearly two millions of church members
We are told that it closed its business on Monday eveding,
May 16th, at 10 30 o clock, and that at 2 a. nv. ofi Tuesday
complete copies of the minutes were in the hands of the
President, 1. P. Eagle, which the delegates of all the hotels
in Nashville had them neatly bound and “served as  side
dishes at the breakfast table” on the same morning. (A
copy of the minutes has come to hand and shows no evi-
dence of unseemly haste. ‘It is printed on excellent papexr
inclear typs, and is carefully proof read. The pages are
continuous throughout, and in order, as if the utmost leisu-e
had been afforded The names of all the ministeérs are
placed in alphabetic order, by their respective states.  There
are two hundred and sixty-four pages in the whole record
Well indeed may the southern papers congratulate secretaries
Burrows and Gregory and their able staff of associates.




