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BATTLE is preparing to celebrate the dis­
covery of Puget Sound by the most 
picturesque carnix’al ever held.

n , k SeattIe will produce an old Indian 
potlatch., that incomparably 

— • mony of the Si wash Indians,
the land where Seattle now stands.
w ™6, Cl‘y w,n “make Potlatch” for the whole 
world in the week of July 17-22 
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fir--;♦ accompanied thePJ >4 '*•! f!ÏËSk reproducedrv 'i-i are still plenty of Indians”n Alaska and

îatches^LVthe!!6 *°r?West wbo know all about pot- 
latches and their services will be called upon.

F tha/#8 ViflDg * pot,atch an Indian acquired a.glory like 

religion* MoNmmedan..who dies fighting for his

Th* Slwa8h <shIef of flfty years ago was a man who
ma°n ThTidh °f °P‘ni0n held °{ by his felloxv- 
man The idea of the potlatch was the deprivation of
whlli eVery-thlng wMch the world holds worth

I 11 W°uld puzzIe even a financier of to-day, to give
_ • • awtay aH ot bh> wealth more than once or tw'ice, anS
tW' ,et ,8°me 01 these «Id chiefs used to give away their '
V wealth-all of it-two and three times.

dHK1- 7 Aftef each potlatch they would start in anew to
W&ak’ accumulate enough of the Indian wealth to give an-
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other potlatch—just that and nothing 
all^they lived for—all they 
hospitality,”

There was once

./A,:
•V: ■;>; more. That was 

cared for—the "heSchtV 
as the Scotch phrase has it.

an ancient Indian—the last of the 
spendthrlfts^by the name : of Chow-irs-hoots. who 
made pdtiatch". five times. He was killed immedi­

ately after the last by one of his brothers-in-law.
The Si wash, who in bis early youth found 

filled with thè ambition to become one of the great 
men among the tribes of his people began at once to 
hoard every possible article of value that he could 
his hands upon. He bunted and fished
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.. as diligently
as his nature would allow. | He marketed his spoil with 
the traders and at the agency stores and procured In 
exchange bottles of perfumery, blankets, clay pipes, 
guns and ammunition, and as the time for the fulfill­
ment of his ambition grew near, he purchased tea, 
flour, sugar, bacon and other perishable luxuries.

But mostly he sought in bis own-canoe or worked 
for bis share with others for whale oil, salmon to dry, 
berries to preserve in the Indian way and the other 
staples of the food supply of bis people, for- the Siwash 
is a great eater, and when he came to a potlatch he 
came after a period of abstemiousness that be might 
do justice to the viands of his host.

The visitors stayed until they had eaten all their 
host's provisions.' At night there was’ ''klo'quallie," 
meaning "fine time.” There was dancing by the men. 
singing by the women and the eternal tom toms and 
drums of the youth of the tribes.

The bucks danced "the dance of the whale,", going 
through all the motions of killing, carving and eating 
*he delicious whale. Sometimes they had the -killing 
dance," if they were going on the warpath, but 
often they had love songs and dances.

When the visitor* departed they left their generous 
host without even a l*lrt.
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The last great potlatch was given about thirty years 
ago by old Chief Mason, of the Qulmalt tribe, a short 
distance north of the present Summer resort of Mo- 
clips, in the Pacific coast of the State of Washington
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