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_Concérning Engrlish”’ 'Plays
and Players

. Breezy Gossip of London Theatres—=Successful Plays and Plays That
3 are not Successes,

* wants catered for in this way.

-north-western States.

LONDON, April 30.—An hour ago,
not a little to my astonishment, A .E.
Erlanger and Joseph Brooks walked
into the room in which I am now
writing. I had imagined them both
in the United States and was natural-
ly eager to learn the reasen of so un-
expected a visit.

“The fact is,” said Erlanger, ‘“we
wanted to shake hands with Charlie
Frohman, and so we cabled him to
be in readiness. Having accomplish-
ed what we set out to do, we sail
again for New York on Sunday.'”” That,

of course, is only pretty Fanny's way:
two busy men like Erlanger and
Brooks do not travel six thousand
miles, coming and going, merely for
an interchange o0f courtesies. Their
real object in making the trip was to
discuss a new scheme with Frohman
for the establishment in four of the
principal American cities—New York,
Boston, Philadelphia and Chieago—of
what . they describe as' a European
theatre, that is to say, a°theatre de-
voted t6 the exclusive performance of
English plays. by English aectors.
I'rohman at once approved the project
and it is more than probable that it
will take tangible shape next autumn.

It i= not the intention of these man-
agers to build special theatres for the
purpose. They will simply set aside
in each of the cities specified one of
the many at present under their con-
trol.

“It will be for Frohman,” saild Er-
langer, ‘‘to supply the necessary ma-
terial. This he will be able td do,
partly by drawing on the resources
of his London Repertory Theatre,
partly by engaging talent in other
dquarters., In the citles mentioned
there is, of course, a large fluctuating
publie, mainly composed of Emglish
travelers who, conceivably, will be
pleased to find their native tastes ;:t:
paironage of these is assured before-
hand, while the sucecess of actors like
Charles Wyndham, Forbes-Robertson
and, {n the old days, Henry Irving,
may be regarded as a guarantee that
American playgoers will also interest
themselves greatly in. the scheme.
Personally I have not the slightest
doubt that it will prove popular, but
if the United States are to drain Lon-
don of s=o eonsiderable a number of
its competent actors. and actresses
what in the end is to become of us?

Erlanger further alluded to another
schieme in which, however, he is not
personally interested. This appears
to be that Roland Oswald Stoll has
been quietly preparing for the Oliver—
Alfred Butt and Martin Beck. Stoll,
it seems, hes acquired. or is on the
pdint of acquiring, a number of well-
known waudeville theatres in the
He has also
determined to build others in New
York and elsewhere to link up the
circuite of the seaport towns. The
project ie to have his personal supé{r-
vision, and with this view he will
spend a portion of each year on your
side. Stoll, it i8 to be remembered,
is connected by marriage with Erlan-
ger, whose ‘‘moral” support he will
doubtless have. But for my own
part T am not sangulne of the success
of any Englishman, however power-
fully he.may be backed as regards
money and influence, who thus enters
into direct competition with establish-
ed managers on your side. What the
result of the contest may be time will
show,

Louis Wailler's production of ‘The

Rivals” has settled down into a gen-

uine success. Of course there is al-

VLT

Wways the danger in these days that
the revival of u’!ﬁm play, popuiar tho
it be at first, il suddenly ecollapse.
8till, not only is the pight business
ER

g, 100, IS- most encouraging.
Waller tells that he has settied
definitely to make his appearance in
New York on the evening of Saturday,
Sept. 10, He cannot yet say at which
theatre: that s a matter for after ar-
rangement. The piece chosen for his
debut is hakspere’'s “King Henry
.better - vehicle for the
exercise of Waller's commanding tal- !
ent it would be impossible to select.
His performance in the title role is a

superb pikce of work, rich in decla- ) think.
Mmatory effect. Whether he will pro-!

duce a new play while on youyr side
is sti}l to be determined. He has two
01 three-in his Wwallet, but until they |
have been passed by the public thore
must always be.some unceriainyy !
as to their fate. . <

George Tyler's search for a west-!

“end theatre at which to produce Mrs. |

Hcdgsor Burnett's nlay ‘“The Dawn |
of a To-morrew” nas still proved
fruitless. Nevertheless, he has hope
of securing the Garrick about the
middle of May, by whi¢h time it seems
probable that Ethel' Irving will have
had enough of it. Tyler has engaged
a capital company to support Gert-
rude Elllott. It will include Henry
Ainley, Herbert Waring, J. H. Barnes, ,
Ada Dwyer and Olive Terry. !

“0Odd situation, isn’t it,” he said to'
me yesterday, ‘to have the play, play-
ers, scenery and properties all ready
and not to be able to find a theatre
in which to play them. But, if neces-
sary, I shall produce in a tent,” There
Is little fear of his having to go to
such an extreme, however, and if the
worst comes to thie worst there ig al-
ways the Strand or the Aldwych at
his disposal. He is to try the piece at’
Liverpool on May 21. Bye the bye,
Tyler, I hear, altho I cannot vouch
for the truth of the report, has per-
suaded E. S. Willard to undertake an- !
other tour in the United States, Dur- |
ing the past three years Willarq has
been taking things easy, doing noth- |
ing in. particular, and fortunately, he
can well afford to do so. On the other
hand he has frequently assured m2
that, conditionally upon being offered
a good part, he would quite willingty
resume. the work.

Last Thursday night Charles Haw-
trey produced his new piece, “Tae
Naked Truth,” at Wyndham’s, The!
authors are “George Pastoh,” who in
private life is Miscs Symonds, and W.
B Maxwell, the well known novelist.
The piece, titho amusing, is remark-
able neither for its originality nor for
its brilliancy, but I dare say it will

. ever met and a great student.

serve Hawtrey’s purpose for a while.

“When a man gets over fifty,” he!
declared to me the other day, “he has !
to be pretty eareful in the seléction of |
a part., One can’t expect to retain|
one’s hold everlastingly upon the pub-
lic.” There is no mistaking the fact
that, even when seééen across the font-
lights, Hawtrey has reached the per-|
fod of middle-age, and, unlike Some |
actors who might easily be mentioned,
he has not retained the freshness or|
the figure of youth. Nevertheless, he
is, up to a certain period, an undoubt-
ed favorite, and if, as he tells me, he
has got a really good play up his
sleeve for presentation next fal] there
may still be a store of prosperous
days in front of him.

Frank Curzon has got into trouble
at the Prince of Wales over the burn-
ing question of the matinee hat. Twod
ladies, wearing enormous ‘creations,”
were present at a morning perform-
ance of “The Balkan Princess.” In-
dignant at finding his view of the
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America A Grand ,Co(miry
Says Forbes—Robertson

Eminent Actor Chats Entertainingly to Sunday World Representative——

A representative of The Sunday
World had the pleasure of a short
Interview with Mr. Forbes-Robertson
recently in Buffalo, who will present
“The  Passing of the  Third Floor
Back” at the Royal Alexandra Thea-
tre this week. The eminent actor
took oceasion to remark that he is
looking forward with great interest
to his coming engagement in Toronto,
as on former occasions he has always
been treated with so mecch kindness
that his visits have beécome one of
the pleasant memories of his stage ca-
reer,

When asked how conditions on the
stage in America compared with the
prevailing theatrical affairs in Eng-
land. Porbes-Robertson - said: “You
are progressing faster than we are, 1
There is more enterprise over
here. My first visit to this great
country was made twenty-flve years
ago, when I ecame over to play lead-
ing parts with Mary Anderson. What
a ‘beautiful woman and really excel-
lent actress she was. I do not think
that the vold she left when she retired
from the stage has ever been filled.

“Miss Anderson had what is so rare in

these days among actresses—a great
classic intuition and the declamatory
sense, which is not nearly so common
as one would think—I mean the real
sense and sensipility or feeling, of
course. She was one of the most In-
telligent and cultured women 1 h;hve

e
was always studying. Besides being
beautiful, she was the fortunate pos-
sesgor of a very charming and sympa-
thetic personality, Miss Anderson
combined so many remarkable quali-
ties that her succeéss was not surpris-
ing. During my first season with
Mary Anderson I played Romeo, Or-
lando, Claude Melnotte, Pygmallon,
and breathe it softly, Ingomar. I
shall pever forget how bad I was as
that barbarian chieftain. Her step-
father, Mr. Friffiths, I remember,
came to me after the first perform-
ance and said encouragingly: “You
play the part very well, young man,
but you ought to be dipped.’ At
first I thought he meant ‘drowned,’
but it was subsequently explained to

Mary Anderson and Modjeska two of the greatest actresses he has known.

L A
| me that He meant I ought to be fat-
| tened out to look more like the embod-
iment of a savage chief, something
like the progress undeérgone by a tal-

low-candle, which, in the days of my |

‘youth (and 1 do not acknowledge that
they are even yet over) was called a
-d‘p.t ”

Another even greater actress of
whom Forbes-Robertson speaks in
terms of the highest praise is Mod-
jeska, whose leading man he also was,
while she was the first Juliet to whom
he played Romeo. He $as many re-
minfscences to tell of this famous aet-
ress, and recalls the faet that to-
,gether they first inaugurated the now
popular custom of presenting Shaks-
pere out-of-doors during the. summer
time. “It lllppeﬂ”." he said, “that
there was a rector down at a little
place cslled Cudwith, in Cornwall,
near where we were playing, who was
very anxjous to secure a new organ
for his church, and he induced Ma-
dame Modjeska to give an open-air
performance of “As You Like It” in
the garden of the rectory for the bene-
fit of the ehurch. . The performance
‘was g0 suceessful in every respect that
‘'we had to repeat it at different places
becguse of the demand to see Shaks-
pere out of doors, which was the be-
ginnipg of the open-air theatre, Think
of what we could save in rents if only
We were sure of the weather.”

Asked as to'the play in which he is
appearing here and has already played
for over 500 times In New York and
London, England, Mr.- Forbes-Robert-
son said that he preferred “The Pass~
Ing of the Third Floor Back' ghouild
speak for itself, and belleved that it
would be found to possess an individ-
val mesgsage to everyone. iy
marvellous little work,” he said, “and
as simple-as it is sublime. There is
nothing mawkish about it, however.” |
Mr. Forbes-Robertson spoke with en-
thusiasm and gratitude of the warmth
of his reception, and re-echoed the
words of re, whose greatest
interpreter he iz universally acknowl-
edged to he. “I count myseif In

memb'ring my

nothing else so happy as in a goul re-
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MISS GLADYS VAN, AT THE MAJESTIC MUSIC HALL THIS WEEK.

stage blocked, a gentleman, sitting be-
hind them, demanded in no very cour-
teous tones that the ‘“rediculous’”
things should be removed. This the
ladies refused to do. During the en-
tracte they were invited to step into
the vestibule and there found- them-
sc¢lves confronted by Curzon, who po-
litely refused to allow them to return
to their seats, at the same time re-
fusing them their meoney. The sym-
pathies of all sensible people will
certainly be with Curzon and the out-
raged playgoers who might, however,
have made his request in more cour-
teous terms.

George Edwards has been successful
in luring Huntley Wright back 'to the
fold. Since he left Daly’s. some years
ago, the droll little comedian has been
something like a derelict, tossing about
on the stormy waiters, playing here for
one manager and there for another.
It only wanted a mutual friend to
bring him and Edwards together and
that, fortunately for both, has now
been affected, for, undoubtedly, Hunt-
ley Wright was never seen to such
advantage as under Edwardes’ ban-
ner. At the root of their differences
lay the old important question of sal-
ary. While Wright thought he was
worth 80 many dollars a week Ed-
wardes could never be prevailed upon

hare his views. Fach in th» end

adtra Mot . ¢ ol 3
ibeen perzuaded (o gl wdy

little -and a satisfactory compremise
is thus brought about. Edwardes has
arranged  to do ‘“Die Geschiedene
Frau” (The Divorced Wife), by Victor
L.eon and Leo Fall at the Vaudeville
and In 1t Wright will have a part
whieh is now being specially written
for him. When Lehar’'s new opera
“The Count of Luxembourg” como2s
on at Daly's at the end of the year he
is to have astilimore effectiverole, He
will find himself in excellent company
at the Valdeville as Robert Evett,
Rutland Barrington, Clara Evelyn and
little Phyllis Dare are also to be seen
in the cast.

The Russian dancer, Edlle Pavlova,
arrived in London two days ago and is
to make her long and eagerly awaited
debut at the Palace Theatre of varis-
ties next Monday. She wanted to de-
lay her coming for a couple of weeks
on the grounds that she required a
rest. But as her English agent, Dan-
fel Mayer, has just informed me that
she was offered $10,000 for .a single
performance in Chlcago, provided she
would wait there an additional fort-
night, T gathered it was not merely a
desire for “rest” that prompted the re.
quest for a postponement, These
Russian dancers do well to make a¥®
Much hav as they possibly ecan while
the snn shinee. for there is no saying

Ixst,

¥

{ remarkable .play to crow

MISS RITA OLCOTT, WIFE OF THE
THE AUTHOR OF “RAGGED ROBIN.”
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POPULAR IRISH COMEDIAN AND

Francis Starr Ink©~
“The Easiest Way”

Starrin “ Hesiest "Way,” BEugene
Walter's grestest play, at the Royal
“Alexandra Theatre during the week
beginning May 9, with usual matinees.
It is almost superfjuous to say that
this will be one of the most notable
events of the local theatrical season.
Scarcely a play has been 80 much dis-
cussed in the past decadg as “The
Easiest Way” and the brilliant success

of Miss Starr in the leading role is a
matter of record. For a year Miss
Starr appeared at Mr. Belasco's Stuy-
vesant Theatre In New ¥York, in ‘this

¢ houses.
Toronto is one.of the few cities visited
‘in Miss Starr’s spring to Miss Starr
;:m have for her suppo: he original
New York company, including Joseph
Kilgour, Edward 4 Robihs, William
i Sampson, Beatrice Morgan and Violet
Rand, and the elaborate and rarely
beautiful scenic equipment will be
identical with that provided by Mr.
Belasco for the New York run of the
play.

“The Eeasiest Way” deplets that as-
pect of New York life which is con-
cerned with the tragedy of those wo-
men who are so wedded to luxury that
they will pay any price for its enjoy-
ment. The themé¢ 1is handled in so
serfous and convincing a manner that
the play becomes, as one eminent
writer said, ‘“Better than a sermon.”
Eugene Walter has painted wfth a
strong brush a certain phase of New
York life and little is omitted in em-
phasizing the hollowness of that lLfe,
It is a subject worthy of a Sardou,
and it has been handled in masterful,
yet delicate manner, The intensely
dramatic situations are relieved by
exceptionally bright comedy -incidents.
While tragic in part it is far from a
gloomy play. In view of the fact that

MAUD BAILEY, WITH THE MARA-
THON GIRLS, AT THE CAYRTY
THIS WREBEK.

“The Eastest Way" 1§ nr'f&diigeg By,
David Belasco, théré 18 111 necessity,
to .dwell. .upon the: perfection - and.
artistry of its setting.. The, first act
discloses a scene of exquisite beat
amid the rolling foothills of the edstern
slope of the Rocky Mountains, radiant
in the golden light of the afternoon
sun. Widely contrasting, but none the
less faithful in its photographic reality
is the second act, showing a room in
a typical side street theatrical board-
ing house, and this is followed by the
superb settings of the third and fourth
acts, showing a drawing-room in an
apartment of an ultra expensive New
York hotel. 4

Remarkable as the play is from many
points of view, ““The Easiest Way" is
still ‘more netable for the manner in
which {t is acted. Frances Starr, de-
lightful as she was In ‘““The Rose of
the Rancho,” has risen to greater
heights in “The Easlest Way,” and
gives an interpretation of the central
charaeter of the play that has the hall
mark of genius. While it is true that
“The Easiest Way” was the dramatic
sensation of the decade in New York,
it is also true that in it Frances Starr
has achieved an artistic triumph that
will be long remembered. :

In view of the importance of this
engagement, the management of the
Royal Alexandra asks, that in order to
avoid disappointmernt, early reserva-
tions ‘for seats be made. Mall orders
will be filled 'in the order of thelr
receipt.

Bothering ___t_he Actor.

Miss Elsle Ferguson, the actress
probably because of her particularly
winsome personality, has been one of
the favorits objects of attack on the
part of plotters who have begged her
to visualize their herolpes.

‘While playing in New York during
the current season, she was deluged
with scenarios, the most curious of
which was that for a play which fits

author had decided to entitle “Broken
Hearts.”

The story concerned a beautiful girl
whose parents died when she was ten
years old, and who, before her four-
teenth year was reached; had #ited
three different men, who vowed that
there was nothing that could heal
‘thelr punctured hearts. By the time
she had reached eighteen, there were
80 many men jilted by her that she had
lost all count. She finally met her
fate in a young reporter who had been
sent from a large city to interview her
for a Sunday story as to her methods
in winning men’s affections. In the
course of the interview, while gazing
into his steel-blue eyes, she lost her
heart for the first time In her life,
and here is where fate paid her back
in her own coin. The cold and heart-
less jilt _melted under the glowing
radiance of the strong personaiity of
the reporter and the latter carried her
off and married her. The "“big” love
scene alone between these two would
have taken several hours to enact and
Miss Ferguson hardly felt she was up
ml the arduous demands of any such
role.

Raymond Hitchcock not long ago
gave a\performance for the benefit of
the ir’F\w of the Matteawan State

o and, geyergl

imatee
|

days later, received a scemario from
one of the inmates who had been con-
fined for twenty years. K

The play was called ‘““The Microbe
Deteetive” and the writer urged Mr.
Hitchcock to assume the title role,
promiging to divide his royalties #f
the comedian would agree to do so.
In the scenario, the:detective hides
behind a huge plece of cheese and,
while thus ambushed. overhears the
plot of the villain and his accomplices
in crime. After several narrow es-
capes from being run over by a rafl-
road train, being hurled into a blazing
furnace and being hypnotized into &
spell from which he is with great dM-
ficulty brought back. the hero turps
the tables on ths villain and s tri-
umphant. ;

Altho, to be quite ‘sure, this i» an
exaggeratedly ludicrous scenario, as
may be granted when its source s
taken into consideration, Mr. Hitch-
cock asserts he has receivedsigthers
. from allegedly saner quarters that
have been almost as pecui!&l:.w ¥
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