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use the two old cottages to start with, and we can
easily run up anything you want."
"Only let me do it all, won't you?"
At that touch of her old self, Winton smiled.

bhe should do everything, pay for everything.
bnng a whole street of children down, if it would
give her any comfort

!

«cw°f"^'*'" ^^P y°" ^^ '^•" te muttered.
tJhe s first-rate at aU that sort of thing." Then

looking at her fixedly, he added: "Courage, m^
soul; it'U all come back some day."
Gyp forced herself to smile. Watching her he

understood only too weU the child's saying: "Mum
lives away somewhere, I think."

Suddenly, she said, very low;
"And yet I wouldn't have been without it

"

She was sitting, her hands clasped in her lap
two red spots high in her cheeks, her eyes shining
strangely, the faint smile stiU on her lips. And
Wmton, staring with narrowed eyes, thought-
Love! Beyond measure-beyond death-it nearly

kiUs. But one wouldn't have been without it.Why?'

Three days later, leaving Gyp with his sister,
he went back to Mildenham to start the necessan^
alterations in the cottages. He had told no one
he was coming, and walked up from the station
on a perfect June day, bright and hot. When he
turned through the drive gate, into the beech-tree
avenue, the leaf-shadows were thick on the ground


