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Some American ncwHpapen have called thi« the robbery

of Bonnia-Herzegovina by Aiwtro-Hungary, and have

made out Austro-Hungary to be an aggressor. I have

not seen, however, the slightest indication that any of

these have the faintest conception of what actually

took place. Europe acquiesced in it without much ado.

It was said that Russia expressed dissatisfaction, but

that Germany pacified her.

Four more years of peace rolled by, during which, in

spite of the facts that Austro-Hungary gave a local

constitution with representative institutions to Bosnia-

Herzegovina, and Alsace-Lorraine was admitted to

representation in the federal council, as well as the

Reichstag of the German empire, that is, was made
substantially a state of the empire, the pan-SIavio

schemes of Russia, the French spirit of revenge and the

British commercial jealousy grew and developed and
became welded together, until the triple entente became
virtually a triple alliance directe<l against the two great

states of middle Europe.

Russia had now recovered from the losses of the

Japanese war and the internal anarchy which followed

it ; France had perfected her military organization
;

Turkey was now driven by the allied Balkan States out

of the calculation as an anti-Russian power ; Bulgaria,

Austro-Hungary's ally, was now completely exhausted

by the war with Turkey and that with her Balkan allies,

now become enemies ; and Great Britain was in dire

need of an opportunity to divert the mind of her people

away from the internal questions which were threatening

to disrupt her constitution.

The practiced ear could discern the buzz of the

machinery lifting the hammer to strike the hour of

Armageddon. And it struck. The foul murder of the


