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bliflied manufliaories of woollen, linen, &c. and evefy ufeful art for the
improvement of the trade and navigation, as well as the general know-
k...

,
of his people, obUging them alfo to fend their children thither

for that end. And, in confequence of thefe vaft fchemes, and of his pof-
leding the fine port of Revel in Livonia, we have, fince the building of
Peterfhurgh, feen the new fpedacle of a Ruifian fleet triumphant in the
Baltic fea, obUging the fleets of their opponents there, to flicker them-
felves under the cannon of their fortrefles. . By the eredtion of this new
city the port of Archangel in the White fea, to which formerly there
ufuall; icioited yearly 100 or more fliips, EngUfli, Dutch, French, Ham-
burghers, &c. is confiderably declined in its commerce, its former cuf-
toms having by fome been reckoned to amount to Li 00,000 fterling,
annually : Riga alfo, and Narva, will probably be more and more im-
paired in their commerce, if Peterfljurgh continues to flourifli, as the
later is fo commodioufly Ctuated for the tranfportation of RuiTian mer-
chandize, by the river Neva, and the great lakes Ladoga and Onega, as
well as by land carriage, to and from the interior parts of the Ruffian
empire ; from whence, and from Livonia, &c. that city is well fupplied
with whatever it has need of. The watery fituation of Peterfljurgh, and
the overflowings of the Neva, are the principal inconveniencies attend-
ing it.

Peter alfo ordered a canal to be made between the river Woronitz
and another fmall one falling into the great river Volga, whereby a com-
munication was to be opened between the later and the river Don, the
one falling into the Cafpian, and the other into the Black fea, under the
diredion of Captain John Perry, an Englifliman, who likewife, by that
great prince's order, had partly executed a much greater work, being a
grand canal between the Volga and the Don, nearer the mouths ofthofe
two huge rivers ; but the taking of Afoph from him by the Turks put
a flop to that vafl; defign.

The ainioft unparalleled tcmpeft, which happened in November 1703,
more efpecially round the fouthern coafts of Great Britain, was un-
doubtedly a great calamity, by the lofs ofmany fine Englifli fliips pf war,
and u great number of merchant fliips with their valuable cargoes, as
well as of many lives; and was doubilefs fome obflruclion to the'in-
creafe of the nation's wealth : ncverthelefs it appears by D'Avenant's *
report to the commilfioners of accounts in the year 171 2, that the ex-
ports of England in this lame year, to all parts of the world, amounted
to L6,644,i03 ofwhich there was exported to Holland alone L2,4i 7,890,
being above one third of the whole f

.

' D'.\vcnaiit was tlicn infj.eaor-general of tlic Hon exported, ought not to be Included I'n the ex-cmW /-/.
, .r .

P"'-t«. to fwcll the total of a favourable balance by
t hirCli;r,lcs\Vli:twortli, from the iiifpcaor-gc-

. taliacious llatcmcnt, whereas it is in fad quite
iierals accouirts. Hales the exports to H(,lland in tue contrary, the pavment of an unfavourable ba-
1705 at L2,405, 599 : and we mult rcmembtr that lance. M.
the film of 1.473.750, the amount of coin ar.d bvil-


