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riting their friend, to the entertainment, either in the idol'» tem
p^. or ,n their own boui^. It appears that, aa to the awfo nl
Apc^tle In h.s answer he admits that an idol i, nothing in Uworld that u cannot change the natnre of the meats offered Jit

iif B:t
"'"' '''';;-;'"^ '"" °^'^"« -^"'' --^eted z.Uelf. But every one d.d not possess this knowledge. Somewho were not fully instructed in their Christian liberty wouldT;

h.s meat wuh some superstitious veneration for the idoT andtheir conscences would thus be defiled. The Apostle therLfo™warns the Corinthians that, if they used the libertfof a^mZwhich had been offered to idols, others, who were less fJly Tn.tructed. would be emboldened, by their example, to do so alsowuhvenerafonoftheidol. In this case the/w'ould wornd tho'

Whcrefore. he says, « ,f meat make my brother to offend I

to offet"
""' ^"^'^ ^'^ "^^^' ^^^°^^^^' '''' ' -«^« -^ ^-tier

It is evident, then, that when onr example becomes the means

l?ft"?rr "':""• '' " '"P^^P^^ '^ '- thatwhichTin
u^elf lawful. But who does not see that this is the case as re^^ardsthe practice of dnnking. Has it not lead many to intcmperan" ?Look around you in the world, and cast your e'yes on some of1
Thir 1 T"'^:^'''-

Y- -^" t>e at no loss for examples-
These, alas

! a.e lamentably numcrous-so numerons. that therwho have never attempted to calculate the amount, would, if Icould be stated to them, reject it as incredible. Were those persons born drunkards ? Had they a natural appetite for int^

-

c» ing hquors ? Has there not been a period in their history whenthey were saber men. and when they would have been offended

2tl.f/rTTT' "^^ ^'^^ "^"•'^ ^-«-« drunkards.!'But they did not wholly renounce the liquid poison. They par-took of a httle of the intoxicating liquid. It fiist they had no
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'"^"^"^ ""• ^•^ *PP«^*^« -« pro-duced. This, by degrees, became stronger and stronger ; whila

their powers of resistance became less and less. The moderat!dnnker la hke the vessel that approaches the dest«>ying whirlpoolAt firft ,t. mfluencei «re alightly felt. Af she draw. nigh,^ha
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