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PROPOSED PLAN FOR EFFECTING A VOYAGE ROUND
THE GLOBE.

' '* ' (Referred to at page 159.)

Proposed plan for effecting a voyage round the globe, by the
route of India, China, Japan, and the Pacific Isles, for the pur-
poses of Discovery,—Civilization,—and Commerce,—combined.
To be performed under the direction of J. S. Buckingham, Esq.
In the course of which it is intended to promote and accomplish
the following interesting and important objects of private and
public benefit:—1. The collection of general information regard-

ing the East. 2. The diffusion of useful knowledge in every
quarter. 3. The extension of the sale of British manufactures.

4. The discovery of new articles of commercial return.

The throne of England being now, for the first time in all its historv,

filled by a monarch whose earliest years were devoted to the service of his

country at sea, and who has ever since cherished a fond regard for the wel-
fare and glory of the national marine, the commencement of his auspicious

reign cannot fail to give an additional interest to every enterprise, of which
the ocean is to be the element, and British seamen the instruments of its

accomplishment.

From the age of Alexander and Ptolemy, who each sent expeditions to
explore the hidden sources of the Nile, down to the present day, when our
enterprising countrymen, Franklin and Parry, have been employed, at great
personal risk, and vast public expense, to find a Northern Passage into the
Pacific Sea, the mere solution of some geographical problem only, without
reference to higher views, has been sufficient to call forth the energies, and
justify the fame, of those distinguished voyagers of all nations, from Nearchus
to Columbus, by whom expeditions of mere discovery have been conducted

:

and at the same time to enlist the patronage and sympathies of Idngs,

queens, nobles, and people in their success.

It is believed that much remains to be done, even in this department of
knowledge only, and that the geographical and hydrographical features of
our globe are yet very far from being perfectly delineated ; so that a voyage
of circumnavigation, if directed to this object alone, would be still worthy
the patronage and support of the first maritime nation of the world, and of
every class of its inhabitants.

But there is one important duty that has never yet been incorporated

with any systematic and well-digested plan for a Voyage of Discoverv; which
is, to lay the foundations for a future commercial intercourse with the coasts

and islands discovered, by leaving among their inhabitants the best memorials

that men can ever bequeath to each other—namely, specimens of the useful

manufactures, models of agricultural and domestic implements, and descrip-

tions of the arts and conveniences which time and experience have enabled

us to discover and apply to the improvements and comforts of life ; with the

seeds of elementary and useful knowledge, planted in such a manner as to


