
diveru Idnds of creatures, rising one oyer another,

byineli a g^7 ^i and easy oieent, that the little

transitions ta\ deyiations from one species to

another are altuost insensible. This intermediate

space is so well husbanded and managed, that

tnere is scarcely a degree of perceptMhf which

does not appear in some one part of the world of

life. Now, if the scale of being rises, by such

a regnlar progress, so high as man, we may, by
a parity of reason, iuppose that it still proeeeae

gradnady through those beings, which are of a
snperior nature to him; leaying still, howeyer^
an infinite gap or chasm between the hiehest

created being and the Power which produced

him. In this i^stem of being, there is no crea-

ture so wonderful in its nature, and which so

m!uch desenres our particular attention, as man,
wbo fills up the middle space between the animal
and' intellectual nature—^the yisible and inyisible

world: so that he, who, in one respect, being

associated with angek, may look tiipon a Being
of infinite jperfection as his father, and the highest

order of spirits as his brethren, may, in another
reroect, say to corruption, ^* Thou art my father,"

ana to the worm, ** Thou art my mother and my
"sister."

Addison.

LESSON m.

THB NATUBE AND HABITS OF QUADRUPEDS.

^
Tai greatest animals are made for inofiensiye

life, to range tbe plains and the forest without

muring otMTi; to liye upon the prodaotioni of


