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But that way was not included in the Ger-
man plan. It was remote from the Bm in-

Baghdad-Bakn. It did not lead towar I jt

dominant imperial state of Mittel-Europa,
with tentacles reaching out to ports on
every sea and strait. The plan for another
Hague conference failed to interest the
ruling clique at Berlin and Potsdam be-
cause they had made "other arrange-
ments."

Very gradually slight indications of this
fact began to appear, though they were
not clearly understood at the time. It was
like watching a stage-curtain which rises
very slowly a little way and then stops.
Through the crack one could see feet mov-
ing about and hear rumbling noises. Evi-
dently a drama was m preparation. But
what it was to be could hardly be guessed.
Then, after a long wait, the curtain rose
swiftly. The tragedy was revealed. Flames
burst forth from the stage and wrapped the
whole house in fire. Some of the spectators
were the first victims The conflagration stiU
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