
f

th« oarryiog into effect throughout

tb« Island ol Sir Edward Morria'a

action in raising tli« wage ol the la-

borers to $1.25 a day. left Sir Ed-

ward no alternativo but to retire

Irom a ministry which could be cap-

able of such treachery to people

whom it boasted that it was always

eager to befriend.

That this support was forthcom-

ing none doubted; but no steps were

then taken to ascertain the people's

wishes, for there was work to be

done, and to the effectual pcitorm-

anoe of that work every one oi tho3c

in the two wings of the Opposition

directed their best energies

With wliat success is matter of

general knowledge. In order to

avoid furtlier exposure , the House

was closed within twenty-two dnya,—

an unprecedented proceeding,

—

whiUt information asked for was

withheld or deliberately delayed on

piUful pretexts until with the close

of the session the opportunity of

securing tho information necessary

for the proper veiifilation of public

grievances vanislied.

As soon a3 the House closed, from

all over the country came the de-

mand for !L union of Oppofiittou

forces, under the leadersliip of Sir

Edward Morris. Whether he would

accept the honou;- tliua conferred on

him remained undeciied until a few

days ago when, in answer to the re-

quisition, which we publish to-day.

Sir Edward cnnscntod to nssump the

laliorious and responsible position of

Leader.

To-day a r.3w flag floats in the

breeze, the flag of the People's Party.

It is big enough to wave over the

entire Island, and cjipacious enough

to embrace in its protecting folds all

those who place the rights and re-

quirements of the people first in tlie

progranmie of Legislative duties.

The Conservative Old Guard has

joined hand in hand with the Indft

pendlent Liberals, and a platform

has been enunciated which merits

tho support of all who love the land

of their nativity or residence, and

who believe iii the great future,

wliich, under capable guidance. lie«

before her.

Sir Edward Morris will make an

ideal leader of a People's Party. He
is of the people, and whether in

power or out of power, has again and

again proven himself their friend.

There is no other politician in New-

foundland, nor has there been, so far

as we know, who for nearly a quar-

ter of a century hns represented th«

same constituency, headed the poll

at each election, and never lost a

colleague

!

For a man to achieve such a rare

and glorious record he must be, not

merely an able man, hut a true one;

not merely popular, but capable; not

merely "'hail fellow well met," with

young and old, rich and poor alike,

but a friend in need and thus a friend

indeed.

If there are any iraits in Sir Ed-

ward's character that more than

others dning his past career have

beeii in videncp, they are his abso-

lve fni leps to all. irrespective of

class, creed or party; his readiness

to aid in all those things which tend

to the amelioration of his fellow-

men, and his accessibility to all.

The district which Sir lldward Morris

represents is one that contains nearW

as many voters of other different d'

noniinaticns as there are of thai v

wliich lie is him.^elf a member; and

by n^terence to the requisition it will

be se?n that the call for him to un-

dertake tho leadership of the People's

Party is as emphatic from the

former as from the latter, a tribute

to thei r recognition of his senti-

ments of toleration and his states-

manship which is eminently sugges-

tive of the liberality of our people in


