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aonntrjr asd mt«» Iwviag btan in th* Mwtoni towndbiiM oooU not know th*

B«D h* wia neomiBMidiiig. Itpwtk nndtreomotioii; hen*/ h*T« knownom
or two, baU doaU U he kuw 1U17 aon. I doabt. it bt knew, for imUnee,

Or. Piekd. Whan tha raaommandation oama to Couail from Lord Onndooald,

it waa known to aveiy man in tha Cooneil that Lord Dmdonald bad taken bia

information aeeond-baad, that be moat have reoeived from aomabody racommend-

ationa aa to th«ae appointmenta. He telle na that be bad got it from the gentle-

men whom be had entmated with the reeruiting of the regiment So far ao

mod. Bot, if there waa at the Connoil a gentleman who eonld aay : I oome from

the part of the country where tbia ragiment ia to be reeroitad ; I know the

gentlemen whoae nbmea appear on the fiat, and I approve of all of them ezaept

one ; tbia one, Dr. Piokel, in my eetimation ia not qQali6ed for the poaition to

whioh it ia propoeed to appoint him ; he haa never taken an intereat in the

militia and I assert that it is not right, it ia not conducive to the best interaat of

the regiment and of the militia that this gentleman, who haa no military quali-

fication, should be put in such an important poet as major:—if there were at the

Council a gentleman able to speak such words with the authority of local know-

ledge, will any hon. gentleman on the other side say that it was an offence

a^nst the dignity of Lord Dnndonald for the Council to be influenced by such

representations ? Will any hon. gentleman say that it was not, I will not say

the right only, but the duty of that hon. gentleman to declare his honest con-

victions 1 Tet the head and front of the Minister of Agriculture's offending had

this extent, no more.

Downward Career ef Conservatives.

Sir, I will not go into the minute, petty question whether or not my hon

friend, the Minister of Agriculture, had the right to sign-that document for the

Minister of Militia. I see before me my hon. friend from South Lanark (Mr.

Haggart) ; he is an old parliamentarisD, and he knows that every day a colleague

signs for a eolleagun aud that the recommendation so signed goett before the

Council and is dealt with by the Council. That ought to be a sufficient answer

to such petty, miserable criticism. But, there is something more. Wonders

will never cease,—the once proud Conservative party, in their downward career,

have come to this—that yesterday we heard from one of the leaders of that

Sirty, my hon. friend from Jacqnea Cartier (Mr. Monk) a declaration that the

eneral Off.cer Commander should be given eartt blanche. The General Officer

Commanding is appointed by this Government and ocenpiee a subordinate

position. But, according to the hon. gentleman he should be given ea/rte blaTieke

and whatever he does should be accepted ; the minister and the cabinet should

he simply recording clerks of his will. And this is the policy of the once great

Conservative parW. My reading of his* jry has informed me— and no doubt my
hon. friend from Victoria, N.S. (Hon.Wm. Ross), who is an old veteran in the cause

of reform, has the recollection that there was a time in Canada when we had militia

authorities to govern us Those were the old times of the Family Compact,

when the military authorities were surrounded by a crowd of sycophants and

minions, w^o could dispose of the public domain for their own benefit and that

of their favorites, I do not know how the new doctrine will strike the whole

province of Ontario. Bat if the names of Brown and Mackenzie have not been

erased from the memory of the people there, I can imagine how the Grits of

Ontario will receive it The hon. member for Jacques Cartier went even fur-

ther. Having stated that we should give carte blanche to the General Officer

Commanding, he went on to the conclusion, which was inevitable from his

premises, that we had acted very wrongly in relieving Lord Dundonald of his


