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"And now, mother, that I find things are q:iiet and settled

licre, I shall go down to Georgia and fetch Licy home. I

shall bo of ago in a few months, and the house on the estate

tliat comes to me then can be enlarged a bit, and will do very

well."

"Not at all, Vincent. Annie will be married next month.

Herbert Kowsell was hero two days ago, and it's all settled.

So I shall bo alone hero. It will be very lonely and dull for

me, Vincent, and I would rather give up the reins of govern-

ment to Lucy and live here with you, if you like the plan."

'Certainly, I should like it, mother; and so, I am sure,

would Lucy."

" Well, at any rate, Vincent, wo will try the experiment, and

if it does not work well I will take possession of the other

house."

"There is no fear of that, mother,—none whatever.''

"And when are you thinking of getting married, Vincent?"

"At once, mother. I wrote to her the day wo wore dis-

banded saying that I should come m a week, and would allow

another week and no longer for her to get ready."

" Then, in that case, Vincent, Annie and I will go down with

J
you. Annie will not have much to do to get ready for her own

; wedding. It must, of course, be a very quiet one, and there

;
will be no array of dresses to get; for I suppose it will be

some time yet before the railways are open again and things

: begin to come down from the North."

\ Happily Antioch had escaped the ravages of war, and there

i was nothing to mar the happiness of the wedding. Lucy's

I
father had returned, having lost a leg in one of che battles of

the Wilderness a year before, and her brother had also escaped.

After the wedding they returned to their farm in Tennessee,


