
PREFACE

Thrkb years since, while editing a literary periodical in Detroit,

I commenced the publication of such facts as I could obtain con-

cerning the early history of Michigan. Hon. Lewis Cass becom-

ing interested in them, generously presented me with a large col-

lection of manuscripts, containing official and narrative letters

relating to the early French settlement, which he procured from

the Colonial Archives at Paris, during his residence there as

Minister Plenipotentiary. On examination of these papers, I

found them interesting and valuable, furnishing many links in

the broken chain of the early history of the Northwest.

Encouraged by the commendatio'n and proflFered assistance of

Rev. H. D. Kitchel, Capt. E. B. Ward, Rev. 0. C. Thompson, and

Messrs. U. Tracy Howe, George F. Porter, Henry Hurlbut, and

Robert E. Roberts, of Detroit, I undertook the task of translating

and compiling the manuscripts, hoping thereby to be of some

service to the American reader, and especially to the inhabitants

of Michigan and other portions of the great N orthwest.

In this translation I was assisted by a native Parisian, and by

an accomplished French scholar from Boston, Mass. The trans-

lation was made with the greatest possible care, every sentence

being revised and compared with the original. Whatever the


