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SPEECH,

No Member of this House ever more required

indulgence than I do on this occasion. The subject

which I have undertaken to bring before the House,

is of such great importance, and in some respects

of so delicate a nature, that I cannot think of it

without being forcibly, not to say fearfully, re-

minded of my own inability to do justice to it—of

my inexperience and want of weight in the House.

Such a topic in the hands of one who had acquired

personal influence with the House, might well

stimulate the speaker to exertions which should

add to the respect already felt for him ; but with

me the importance and difficulty of the subject

have a contrary effect, and only remind me how

necessary it is to bespeak a kind allowance for my
deficiencies. It is with this feeling of apprehen-

sion for myself that I am anxious to disclaim

certain opinions with regard to Colonies, which, I

know not why, have been attributed to me, and

which are, justly in my humble judgment, unpo-

pular in this House and in the country. I allude

to the opinion? of tirose who think that the
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