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Truly tVicn may fhe be called the prcfcrvcr of t^;

independence of Pluropc, a name Ihe had already

merited on Tevcral former occallons. Tiiofe vcr-

fcd in liidory know that Great Britain has been

thclhield and bulwark of tiiat balance of power
under which Kurope was confidered one vart re-

public. Neither able nor willirp; to difturb a

fyftcm which her moft diftinguilhed Statcfnen

have fupportcd and admired, fhe continually r^p-

pofed the attempts of France and Spain to deftroy

it, and with the more effedl, becaufe her political

f)owcr never could be dangerous, however bril-

liant her achievements.—In her interference t'le

nations beheld only an anxiety to prefervc the

general tranquility and the liberty of all. This

emii)ent fervicc (he performed in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth, when Philip of Spain aimed

at univerfal dominion ; and again when Lou-
is the 14th fought to trample on the liberties of

Europe.—Happy was it for tl:eWorld that Great

Britain adopted the mtafures fhe did, when the

revolutionai y volcano broke forth. Happy for

the liberty of man, t!iat her fituation wasinfular.

Let us then thankfully and devoutly acknow-
ledge the mercy andgoodnefs of Almighty God
for protei^ing His Majefty and His dominions

during the whole of this arduous conteft; and for^,

the fignal and glorious vidlories obtained by is

arms, & thofe of his Allies, and confidering ihcin ,.

the precurfors of a fecure and honourable peace;

they cannot be too highly a;>{ reciated, nor can

our gratitude be too warm. -

Juftly may we thank our- heavenly Father,

.m that.


