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(Initlv spciil llir iiiii>i cai'c wrrc hi^ li.iic i (riiiiiiiiilc and iii(l('scriliiil>l<' : a liiiiidlc ol

and liis lcv>. Ih' was I'ulluwcd hy twitj i'a;j^i«'d licddiiiij;. a ;^ini, an asi'. Init pules,

cai'Is drawn liy pnnifs uMldlliic and di'- a canvas cnvt'i-. ctiokinj:" iilrnsils, a liulValu

spniidcnl appciii'anci', Hcsidc' llnni wan
dcri'd two dtlici' ponies cipially angular,

two s([iiaws witli pappoosc. slim;;' at tlicii-

ItiU'Us, and a yi)iin;;('i" )»i'avi' less i)ic'liii'-

i'S((iic llian till' pali'iarf'li. 'I'licy lialtrd

sldn. a li.ihy, and st Acral puppies, 'riicsi'

last wci'c tlif onl.s provisions visii)ic; and
the Mol)l(' in-avi' indiiatcd tiial iiiiirss liis

white ln'ollier would lielp liini. lie and his

oll'spi'iny must endui'e the panics of Inin
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near us. iiiul Avliile Gad was sketcliiiii^' the

fipi and the faniii_>. 1 ventni'ed to make
11 eloser insiu-ctioii of the carts.

Tile Ked River cart is .s7// f/c//f'r/.s .• it is

an epitome of the history and description

of a i)oculiar country. It is built on the

model of the Normandy i)easant's cart,

and ti'lls us at once that its inventors were
of French descent. It is simply a liyht

box with a ])air of shafts, mounted upon
an axle connectinn' two enormous wlieels.

There is no <'oncessiou made to the avcn--

sion of the human frame to sudden vio-

lent chanji'es of h;vel ; there is no weak-
ness of luxury about this vehicle. The
wheels are broad in tin; felloes, so as nt)t

to cut throujrh the prairie sod. They are

lonu' in the s[)okes, so as to pass safely

throuji'ii fords and nuid-holes. They are

vei'.v nuicli dished. ,so tliat they can be
strapped tojicther, and ii riiwhide stretch-

ed over tliem to make :i boat. The whole
cart is made of wood; tliere is not a l)it of

iron iiI)out it, so that, if anything' breaks,

the material to repair it is easily found.

The uxh's are never yreasod, and they fur-

nish an incessant answer to the old conun-
drum. What makes more noise than a

pi;:' luider a <j;-ate
;"

The contents of the carts were indis-

^.'er for man,v days. This was ])robably a

Jliyht of barbaric fancy; l)ut we yave him
a little money, out of reji'ard for his faini-

l,v. and his ])ossible connection with our
old friend Hiawatha, who beloiiyetl to the

same tribe.

Some miles west of Pembina, on the

Briti.sli side of the boundary line. th(>re is

a lar^i'c settlement of Kussian Mennonites.
The history of these ])»(! le is full of inter

est. The.v are named after 3Ieniio Sim
ons. who was a Romish ])riest in Fries-

land ab(jut the mi,ddle of the sixtetMitli

century. He was not a man of hi^i'li

'.irth or education, but he seems to have
had yreat naluial stren;^'th of mind and
character. IIi' became convinced of the

necessit,v of reformation in the Church.
moi-e ])articular!,v as i'e<;ai'ds the ])urity of

life of Christians, and their se])aration

from the world. He entered vi;i'orousl,v

into the work of preaching;' and teachin^i'

his doctrines, and the result of his Avork

was the formation of a sect of IJaptist

(,)uakers in Holland and North (lei'inany

who bore the name of ^lennonites. They
were ]teaceat)le and industrious citizens,

willinn' lo ('ontribute money for the sup-

))ort of ^i'overnment oven in Avar, but pos-

ilivelv refusing to take an oath or to bear


