
llistorical Note.*

(1818 to 1846.)

1818.

IN islS nil iiyrccint'iit was conic to bctwoen the Government of Ilis IJritannic

fcji-i\ luul lliiit of the United States respect iiij;' the houiuhiry lino between the Uritisli

liiiti'il States territories in North-Western Aineriea.

Ii wii-i agreed in substance that for tlie space exteiulinj;' from the Lake of tlie Woods
^lii;ini til tiie I\(icky (llien called the Stony) Mountains, tlie boundary line should be the

llii.iiiilk'l of north latitude.

iviih respect to any country that iiiinht be claimed by either party on the uortli-

Ijt'iibl. \\estward of the UocUy ^louutains, if was ai^reeil that for ten years the same

iit> liniliours and (he iiaviji;ati(in of its rivers should be free and open to the vessels,

and sulijects of the two Powers ; with a ])roviso that the a£jreenieiit was not to

IliUKvany claim which either party niijjht have to any part of that country.

This ai;Tecnient was embodied in a Treaty made at Loudon, iHUh Oi '. >ber, 1818,

TiK' ilistiict between tiie l{oeky Mountains and the I'acitic, or part of it, came to be

nil ;b Oivuiin or the Oreii'iui Territory or di>trii't, the name beinu,- taken from the

I'oii River, now usually called the Columbia.
11' northern boundary of this di>trict. as it was in ([iiestioii belween the two

uni'.in'iits, was the jiarallel of ol" 40' uortii latitude, beiuj;' the southern li<iundary of

u-ian territory, as recoj^nized by Treaty. The southern boundary was the parallel

nuitli liititiule. being- tlie northern boundary of tl'.v: Spanish territory, as recognized

iiity.

iif I'lritisli Plenipotcntiarii's who negotiated the 'i'reaty ol' 181' acceded to tiie

|t:'iiKiU re'laling to the country wot ol" the Ivocky Mcumtj ins in the hope that by

1 ,i\iii!:' that country open to the trade of both nations, they substantially secured

IviiiMMit advantage, while removing all jirospeet of immediate collision, without

fciiiliii;' any further diseus^i'^'i for a dcnite seltlenient. In their judgnie:. 'he

;iii rKnipotentiarie> were not authorized to admit any territorial claim of (!reat

liiu in that (piarter to the southward of the Straits o( Fuca, although they would have

n\vA til leave those strait.-) and the waters connected «ith them in the possession of

kt Britain.

1824.

In l-:'l iH'giitiations were resumed for the settlement of ((ue^lioiiN between the tvo
kiiv iiichuling the (piestion of the boundary west of the IJoeky .Mniinlains.

iTlie Dritish rlenipoteutiaries contended for the right ot liritish subjects to make si'ttle-

IMii the disputed territory, a right which they maintained was derived not only from
rviy. iiiii ai.so fnrn use. oeeeicmcy, and settlement. They proposed (bat Article III

IvTuMly (if jjondou of 1818 ^lundd cease to have elfect, and (bat the bounilary line

liitllK' UiK'ky Mtuintains should be drawn due west to tlu" point wluuc the ^'.itli

llcUliiiu's the great nortli-ea^.ternmo>l branch of (he Oregon or Cohnnbia Uiver

Miiiitlie maps as .Mctiillivray's Kiver, tiienee down along tlie middle (d'that ri\er,

plnwu ailing the middle of the Oregon or ('olunibia to its junction with the I'acitie

liii' liiHiinsal of (he rniled Sta s' I'lenipotentiaries wa~i to the eilect that tin term
i}X"iiN limited in Article ill of the 'J'reatv of ISJS sliouKl be extended to le:i vears
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