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Oiif of tlie ^fmitrst, (lirticultiL's wliicli ineot tlus otibrts of a ti-acliur is diaf,ni()sis of

till" ii.nirolonura! symptoms of his pupils. Tlic c-liild is full of (^motions, the immature

l.uds of charactiT, and any roi><,di or incM.nsidiTatc treatment of sueh emotions may, in

some cases, ruin a ehild's character for life. The ner -(Mis systems of some children,

and also of adult human l.eings. are. so extremely sensitive that tliey remiire to he

treatciil with the greatest jud^'ment and eircumsix-ction. In illu.stration of how

.sensitive some nervous systems may he to exterior vibrations, I will mention tlie case

of a youn^- lady of my fic.|uaintance who was an accomplished musician. She married

a man who had the misb.rtune to lie stone .leaf Vet, stranov to say, he could

appreciate her music, and always knew when she was playin,i,r in the same room, even

when he had his back turned towards her. In this case the waves of sound must have

vibrated a highly sensitive nervous system and .set it in motion.

\Vc ourselves experience somethiii,!;' similar in the case of sad or lively nmsic.

Why do w(^ call it sad or liv.ly ;- On account of the vibrations produced upon our

mu'vous .sy.stem by the iliHcrinu- waves of sound.

There are attractions and reju-Jsions in hiunan nature winch we all of us exper-

ience, but find it dirticulc to ace unit for tliem, bnt t]>ere is no doubt that tliey vary in

a lari;-e decree acco-dii'o- to tli.' sensitiveness of the nervous system of the peoi)le con-

cerned. Deauty of fa." au'! b.auty of form act uiior the eye, and thence by the

nervous .system to the brain ; but the same face or form may allect iliflercnt jnople m

very varyinj^' deL;rees.
"

There is a force we cai! >ympathy, which is hioldy attractive when it met'ts a

similar indent upon another brain, ('liildreu an.l .logs ar.' ([uick in discerning- this

force, ami in responding to it. Instances unght be multiplied by the thousand to

prove how extremely sensitive the brain is to impressions from surrounding

circumstances, and how it may i)e exalted or lowi'red a(;ci)rding to the nature of the

impressing objects.

Ihit is not this the best possible argument we could have in favour of advan.'ed

free education for the ])eople !

I5ec.au.se the higher the education of each unit of society the greater must be the

elevatint'- force of surrounding cii'cumstances, there is a reflex action between brain and

brain.

A unit of society is surroundt^l by other units, each of them possessing a rever-

beratory power of brain. If the brain of each unit of society is in<lentcd liy a foroe

which is oppo.sed to the gravitation of hiuiianity towards its lower order of existence,

then the reverberatory power of the brains of the whole of society must tend to raise

humanity up the scale of evolution, and vice versa. Therefore, the greater number of

brains which ai\' pioperly indented the greater must be the elevating force of

surnmndina- circumstances, and the higher humanity must rise in the scale of

evolution.

But it is etlucation, pvoperly organized, which indents the l>rain on the upward

scale, hence the paramount importance oi a general education oi the highest order.

Exc(4)tiou may jjossibly be taken to a portion of my argument on the plea that it

tends to ]-educe human thought and human action down to a mere scientitic formula,

and that it does not leave room for the ethics of religion with all their beautiful

emotions and holy aspirations.


