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I'M'l; IIOBN,

all iiij;lit—now roasting at tlu' volcanic fire,

and aRain rushing out to cool tlii'insclves in

tlio slt'ct and snow.

The rocks am volcanic front near the

month of the Willamette to and aliovc

the Dalles, anil geolo^rists siiiijiose that

there have been great eonvnlsions of na-

ture herealxmts in recent geological times.

The Indians have a tradition, indeed, that

the river was originally navigahle and un-

obstructed where now are the Cascniles, and

that formerly there was a long, natural tun-

nel, through whirh the Columltia |iassed un-

der a mountain. They asst^rt that u great

OHrth<|uake broke down this tuniwl, tlu^ site

of wliieh they still jioint on' 'muI that the

d(^bris formed the present ohHtructions at

tlie t'a«ca<les.*

Ori'gon, if one may Judge by the fossil

remains i,i .Mr, (London's collection, seems
once to have been inhabited by a great iiiim-

lM>r and variety of |ire-a<lamite beasts; hut

the most Hinguhir object he has to show is a

very striking ape's head, carved with great

Hpirit uinl vigor out of hard lava, 'i'his ob-

ject was fcmnd upon the shore of the Colum-
bia by Indians, aftt-r a Hood, which hail

washed away a piece of old alluvial bank.

The rock of which it is comjiosed is <iuitc

hard ; the carving is, as I Haid, done with re-

markabh- vigor; and the to]iof thc^ head is

hollowed out, |irecisely as the Indians still

make shallow (b>pressi<uis in fragnu'Uts ol

slate, in whieh to burn what answers ii.

their religious ceremonies for inci-nse. Hut
supposing this relic to Ix'long to Oregon—
and then* is, I was told, no reason to believi

otlierwiHc—wlieredid the Indian who carved

it get his idea of

nn apef The In-

dians of this re-

gion, poor creat-

ures that they ."ire,

have still the" hab-

it of carving iiulc

ligures out of slate

and other soft

rocks. They have
also tlie habit of

cutting i>ut shal-

low dish-like de-

pressi(ms iii the

heails of such lig-

ures, wherein to

burn incense, ibit

they coidd not

give Mr. Condon
any account of the

ape's lu'ad they
brought him, nor
did they reeognizv

its features as re-

sendding any ob-

ject or creature

fatniliar to them
even by tradition.

The Dalles of the Ctdinnbia are simply a

succession of falls and rapids, not reaching

over as great a distance as the Ca.scades, but

contaiidng one feature much more remarka-
ble than any thing which theCascadesalVord.

and. indeed, so far as I know, fiumil nowhere
else. The Ctduuibin above the Dalles is still

• This tradition ii> tlic bacio of llic poem, "The IjC-

Rpnil 01 tlic l'iii«cailti<," witti wlilcli tliiB NunitiiT of tlic

Magazine opj-nn.


