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The inscription is clearly and neatly wrouylit, lnit not with suliicifnt

skill to suggest tlio hand of a jiractiscd stone engravei'. It was, in all

jnoiiahility, cut liy Father Loyard himself with a |iocket knife. The

Diuiie P. Danielou, Loyard's successor, who eaiiie u|)oii (he I'ivei' ahout

I7.">0, taintly scratched on the lower left-hiiiid corner, is evidently a later

addition ; its presence there, howevci', is of historic interest and will Ik;

a^ain referred to.

French missionaries laliored at a very early ])eriod tor the conversion

cif the St. .lohn river Indians. The first at the .Mediictic village, uf

whom we have any definite knowledge, was Father Simon, one of tin?

!!'"'<)llct, ])riests of the Franciscan order. Jie is fretjuently mentioned

liv .lohn (ivies in his narrative, and always in the most favorahle terms.

Indeed, had it not Ijeen foi' Father Simon's kindly interest the I'^nglish

captive woidd, on more tiian one occasion, have fallen a victim to the

Hialice of hi^ < aptors. In speaking of the hai'liarities practised hy tii<^

savages upon their untbrtunnte ])iisoners, (iyies remarks :

'The ;)rii'st nt' the river was uf the order of St. Fiiuuis, a -enlleiiiau uf a

Iiuinaiie, m'lierdU.- tlis])obitiuii. hi his sermons lie severely reprelieiuled the

linlians for their barbarities to captives, lie would often tell them that, exeeptiiiu

tiieir eri'urs in reliL'ion. tlie F.nglisli were a better people tlian themselves."

There are several contemporaiy references to Father Simon,

("lailevoix mentions him, as also does Villebon in his journal. Monsieur

'iiiiieiife in a m» inoir on Acadia, written at Fort Xashwaak,"^ October

1. 1 ';'.>:•. says :

• There are liere two lieeollet-;. Father Simon who, in reality, (iiiiiii-li,)inn/

J

i~ \'. ilh I'.ie savaires of .Nb'doktek, and batlier Klizee, the chaplain at l'"oit Nash-

n.,uk. Father Simon tuight to spend tiiis autumn at tjhieiiec to tender iiis subniis-

s-ion ( iiiii ''••niin ) to his Superior; he is a \er\ i'onsi-it.'ntious man, who only

<on'erns himself with tlie affairs of his mission. l''ather Eli/.ee is a man so retiring

that he does not seem to me to have meddled with aii^ht hut his ministerial

fiinrtions.'

.Monsieur C'hampigny. the Intendant at (Quebec, abotit the same time,

O.'tober, Hi'.)."), \vi()t(! to the l-'rench nnnister that he had forwarded the

(••'jisus of the inhabitants on tla; river St. John, whiidi had been made
by Father Simon, the RecoUet who was missionary on the river, and

wjiich nught !»• relied on, he being a very honest man.

Sueli Testimony as the al)0ve corroborates tliat ot' -lohn (iyles, and

shows Father Simon's devotion to the peaceable dtities of his othce. Yet

• Tlie •^ite "X tlii^ i..i-t was ju-l iiliiivc tin- Xavliwaiik, ..n tlif liaiik ..f tlie St, Jolui riwr, niipdsite
Kn''li'rhtou.
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