
PREFACK TIJ I'OUTITH EDITION. vii

Such of my experiences as I deemed of t lue in
tMs connection (many of them were gained by
wtting at the feet of elderly practitioners) firs't

matenaUzed in the form of some lectures and demon-
strations which I gave at the Medical Graduates'
CoUege and Polyclinic in 1904. These were after-
wards published, chiefly in ^he Clinical Journal
and the Medical Press and Circular. When
they were being put into book form they were
supplemented by matter which had been incor-
porated in articles which had appean \ in The
Lancet, The Practitioner, and other riodicals.
In each fresh edition this process of laying under
contribution portions of my writings which had
appeared elsewhere has been steadily persevered
with. I am pleased here to record my apprecia-
tion of the facilities afforded me by the editors of
these periodicals for this form of plagiarism, and to
express my thanks to the proprietors of works of
less evanescent character, the Oxford Medical
PubUcations in particular, for aUowing me to repro-
duce here portions of what was written primarily
for them. •'

Jh rereading the proofs of the matter which has
heen left practically untouched since it first appearedm print, I have been forced to recognize that much
of It 18 m reality once more in the crucible, not somuch m detaU as in principle. In therapeutics
we often adopt measures merely because we know
by experience that they succeed. An explanation


