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Later, in tlu- waniicr wcatlicr, tlic siicriu may be pretty

well iiiii off and tlic n'i)r(>(liictivc orj^Mii coiitaiii mostly

t'f^irs. In tliis way tlic yonnf^iT oysters, and tlu' older

oysters at tlie l)e<,'iuninfr «>f the season, may lu- physio-

lojii.ally males, wliile ol(ler oysters at tlie !iei-!it of tl\e

breeding season may be pliysioloj^ically females.

Oysters from liaimnond l?ay siiowed the ^ame plie

iiomeiia.

rpoii tinditiir an aiumdanee of hujjer oysters on ttie

surface at Nanoose Hay, I brought horn- a iKiil-full of

picked si.eciiiiens to serve as a convenient stock for ob-

servation and experiment. On .Inly Hi T fo'ind a sj) -ci

men with periiaps half a teasi)oonfnl of e.i!;,i,'s in various

sta,i,'es of sejrmentation, lyinj? free in the lower valve—

a

mass of white granules. The v\]M' ejrffs ooze into the

infra brancliial cavity and lie on and l)etween the sills,

(. (.. between tiie two folds of the mantle, where they are

retaiiKMl apparently without any retaininir, sticky matrix.

1 sniipose that it is here they tirst meet with riix' si^erms

from other individuals, for T do not believe tiiat at this

time the sjierms of tiie same individual are physio-

loirically capable. The whole oy>ter a]ipears exhausted,

the wills rent, the tlesh collai>sed, soft and jiarts of it

almost rotten. On .Inly 24 I ojiened one hundred of

the stock siijiply and found six with ejrss, embryos or

conchiferous younir, in the infra-branchial cavity. .\11

the other- were in ])rocess of sy),.rnioiienesis and

oofjenesis.

An experiment that has often seemed ]iossible to me is

to do the same with the Euroi»ean oyster, by way of

artificial fertilization, as T.rooks did with the American

oyster. Now that T hatl an oyster essentially the same as

tiie European T tried it, and ^\ith seeming success, but

of course it is difficult to be sure that sperm from another

liad not already hail access to the esgs. Unripe eugs

are no good; eggs already freed from the gonad may

have come in contact -with sperm. This restricts one to

finding a specimen .just before but ,iust im the point of
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