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FR01 THE RED TO THE BOW RIVER.
Regina muy be consi(lered cite cf tho

most central points of our prairie prov-
ince, and je ut present close te the west-
ern limite!f tîe wide belt cf Northiweaerii
settiemient. Freont tho city wvestwtu-d the
settlcd country takes Up but a narrow
boît along tho C.P.R. main lino, sud
tapers te vory liiiited dimensions before
reschitig tue Saskatclhewan. There are,
however, soute settieernts away from
this O.P IL boIt, and xiorth cf Reginas, in
the Long Lake country, quite an inm-
portant eue is ta bo found, A braîîcl
railway frees Regina le now being rapidly
constructed throughi titis district, snd a
live tawn or twe mnuet spring up, as thc
partially bcettled stato of tho surrouiiding
counctry will dexuund sucli as soon us rail-
way communication is an accomplislied
fc t.

As the beIt cf settîcinent tapers off, so
the towns slong tho O.P.R. main lino get
fewer sud further spart. There is tîjere-
fore ne puint west of Regina that could
bce ven called a village, until tic forty-
*.wo miles ta Moosejaw is trsvelled.
Here 'wc find a town cf about 250 popu-
latieii, and nearly twenty business inistitu.
tiens It is the terminus of a C.P.R
division, and bas consequently some
rail way population, nicstly cf an unsettled
clame There are quite a few settîcrs on
the lande around thé town, aud thero ie
more business donc in it than tlîe visiter
would think, wlîile the location is really
a pretty eue, snd qi'ite pleasing te the
eye, aîter leaving Regina with its fiat
monctoncue surroundings. Like RegiLna.
it lias suffered froni bocn)ing, but bias now
reached a stato froni wlîicb it muet start
on a steady period cf healthy growth.

Promt Mýoosejaw %vest,-.ard the counîtry
is very sparsely settled, and altlîough
there are at least a dozen stations stopped
at before Swift Current le reached, tho
traveiler dees net sec at any cf thein
enough evideuce cf trade or trallie te
warrint 'the stoppages, unlesa wLare
,water lias te be taken iu by the engine.
There l.s thus eue hundred and twelve
miles between these twe towns, with
nothing iutervening which could be digni-
fied inte even a village. Swift Currenit
is the point ut which traders leave the

ruilway fer tho far îiortlî settiomnents cf
Edmnonton and I3attieford, und Uic busi-
ness de o e u linost entiroly witlî sueli
traders. 'fihc quantity cf goods solci, and
the stocke carried, bj'tlào fow mierchants
ia titis etuall town of a little over anc
hundred people, would astonisi un custern
business îman, as xnighit the fact that the
town liue trade cinnections extending
over one lîunclred miles in any direction,
and towards the nertlî ever two hidred
mile.3. Therc are ne farinera or farms
around tho town, agriculture :n that
distriet bt-iug %4.111 a thing of tlic future.

Goiin westward front Swift Curreut
we striko into thre valley of the South
Saskatchewan, aud proreed te Mlaple
Creck, a distance cf nearly iiincty miles
beforo any tradinîg point is reached.
Hore wo have anotlier littie towîî whiclî
draws trade front long distances arouud
it. The place bas about a dozen business
institutions, all cf whîiclî are deiîîg a pros-
perous business. Tiioro are a few circum-
stances whîich point te titis place having
a hiealthy if et rapid growth [n the
tiret place il is the ,peint cf slilpuent fer
tue lumber rnills of the Oyprýss Huiis dis-
trict, and ie aise the recoivixîg point o!
tlîe O.P.R. for the àieîîtaîîa cattie ship-
ping trade, and tiiese twe facte add
srcatly te the trade iniportunca cf tlîe
place. Besides tlîcre are soute peculiar-
ities in connection with the seil, the tim-
ber dotted Mlate cf the surrounding
counitry, and other niatters which sceni te
bave allowed itis district considerable
imwuîîîty frontî .1ic irregularities cf
climate se peculiar te ail unbrokcn prairie
coulîtries. At Maple Creek farauiug
[operatiens bave beon mocre succeseful than
at any point for over s hundred aud
fifty miles east or west cf it, and already
agricultural settlprs are taking advantage
cf titis.

From Mtaple Creek a ride of sixty-four
mtiles brings us to the crossing of -the
Saskatchîewanî ut the town cf Medicine
Jiat More we have decidedhy the meest
important trading point between Regina
and Calgary, and a town wlîich muet iu
âine be ene of tlîe great citles cf tbe
Northwest. [t bas at presert a populs

tien of about 500, aud bas about twet y-
five business institutions o! ail kinds. It
is net uncotumon. for merchants hèe ta
carry stocks cf $40,000 te $50,000 in
value, and the trade doue with buycrs
from the surreunding coun.try demande
that stocks both hcavy and vuried lie

carried. About h hundred -miles or se
seutit is tho town of Letlîridgo, nt the
Cuit coul mines, aud from thut place and
Fort McLcod. thù demanda of ranchmen
aiid ethers, swell tlîo trade of Medicine
Hat, while r.way te the north au equally
large tract of country ie tributary te it.
It ie tli;, kcy te the South Saskatchowan,
and whieî the day of ceinpotition botween
Atlantic and Eludson' Bauy routes cornes,
there will bc ait imiportant competing
point soniewhtero near Miedicine Mut.

Frontî tho Saskatchewan crossing to
Culgary, a distance of 178 miles, there àlc
ne trado point of note, und at tlîis towu
WC lhave crossed the flow afld Elbow
Rivera, and are iudor tlîo shadow of the
peaks of the Rockics. The town itself
ie in the niiddle of a natural ainphithcatre
scooped out in bygoiîc centuries by the
waslh of the two rivers mentioncd. The
bluffs around it risc like walls, and for a
background we have the distant peaks of
the great mouiitains. It i a lovely spot,
and tiade by nature for a town locution.
Calgary lias now nearly ono thoueand cf
a population, aud bus over sixty places cf
business, niany cf wlîich are large mer-
cantilc concerne earryitig linge stocks of
general niercliandise, sucli as could nlot be
found in eastern towns of 5,000 popula.
tLen. The town niu.st ever remain che
key te the whole surroundiug n'outtain
country, and as the cattle tradit, niiniug
industries and other resourcesr cf this
great upland distriet dcvelop, Calgary
mnuet increase iu commercial importance.
That it mnuet rapidly develop iiito an im-
portant trade centre cantiot ho doubted,
as it seerne impossible to locato a town
whichi wo'd be in a position te compete
with it for thie mouittain, country trade
It is in reality the last point on this aide
of the Rockies whero a city eau be bujît
and is iII short, the gateway of ingresu and
egress to and from the Mountains and
the Pacifie Slope beyoud.

At Calgary our commercial travels
through the Northwest cesse, snd cur
sketch front the Red te the Bow Rliver is
ut an end. A few years lieuce, sbould
we again undertake q sketch of this coun-
try, a ceniparison cf the sanie with the
ene now completed will doubtîces furnish
a ronde'-ful transformation scene.

THE 1WIIl1PEG EVATOR.,
It seemes as if thera was ut last sornie

earnestuese; in this city n the question
of storage elevators for Winnipeg, and


