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Aunt Melanda.
Once white at homo on Christmnas vacation 1

vent for an evening atroi. I had beau vailng for
smo timo without taking partiaular notico of diroo.
titan, wbon, chancing ta look up, I saw the strapping
fermi of nid Aunt Melanda in bar doorway.

"Mev you dotMarmoGoaawge t You coma home
Lob Christmnas, 1 suppose. 11v &il yonh friendu
froin Moa'ylaud 1 Youb muddab'wreii I" wore the
questions chacrlly iaunched et me bofora 1 b.d a
chance ta anavor anytbing for mysaif.

ISuppose yen would'nt oyar ta coma in an' seo
oie Abol IlHa an't ban muoh usefor anytbiag ucco
do surmmab tirna. Sale tha rheumatiz beau a crip.
plin him. Abo, wby'nt you geL up ofl'n dat chalh.
Doan' you sac Marca Goawgo corne taik t'yeu."

luide the aid whltowamhod, mosm-roofad cottage
mat the old darkey, toastlng bis ahins et a roarlag
Oiro sud piying an uncortain nee througb saine
article ot olothing.

As ho tottered painfully lu compliauce wlth the
commandeo f hi. wife, poor aid Abe iooked tho pio
turc of inflrrnity. Au I forced him back Il bis
chair, ha axclaimed ini an apologatia toue:

IlDot rhaurnatiz amn de berry dabbla dei yaah.
Makoesm ry boncs mos' squeak."

Il Guo" youh inuddah migbty glad- <oh %te yen,
Eh, Marta Geawgol" putai u nL ilolanda. "Somns
consolation ta pore women wben they's fambiy
corne home, ef 'tic oniy once or twice a yaah. Dab's
dat young Abe, nov. Ho just like he daddy.
Ain't good Lob nothin' but briagin' trouble and
tribulation on ha oid mamnmy. Fouh yaabs ago hu
gene away, and ain't never coma home lit. Hov
yah muddab like it et you do da, 1 Net mucb.
Soe dem daya ha corne baok an' find ha aid mammy
gone te giory an' nobody take care oî aid Abe Gray .
What yon tbink ho could do with ha rheumatiz t
Oyant move ontaide de bouse. Dat boy got alck down
St. Louis way two yeabsamgo. Had ths favab
mighty bad I guos. Ona day he wrote a lattait;
aad ha vas converleacon or fumpin lîka dat, an' ha
guessod be'd corne home soon and sea de aid foiu.
.Ain't neyer coma though. Whyn't ho comeand git
ha'. self nu.sed."

IlNov look yora Ileianda," broka in bar lord
and muter, Ildoa you go for be peaterin' de young
gemman 'bout dat boy. Ha coma home ail rigbt.
Soe dose day. ha coma drop right ini an yen. I
knowa how day doms Why maria Geawgo, dat
'eomsn don't do nothin' cept talk 'bout dat boy Abe
fuin ana end ah de ya ta de uddab. Joot no sure
ui de villov trae out yander begina ta sprout iu de
spring tins, abc say somepin 'bout wen dat boy used
to bah ha swing inunder one ah 'arn, van ha ony a
ii'l vea pickaninny. Dar'a a rosa.huah ont in de
yahd wat oyant git a dozan bnds 'theut aba give
.arn 'vay tu de naighbours, je4t ta git talkin' 'bout
dat boy cause ha doua plant it. Dar'. an ai"
vesdar-cock autaide de bahn wat Abe made jais fore
ha vont away ; 'tises wbittled a hig rooster anten a
abingie. 'Bout tva daya ev'y week bit face. 'round
ta de mavuin p'int, au' den I geLs de rhaumatiz iu
niah boue liboiy. Broes me et I dean' nail 'im np
nmre dem. days an' keop his haid ta de mont. Aint
ne 'dnd sa bail Lob aid pussons as de euit wiud,
an' they aint noue se good au de nauf wind. Mai.
and&, dean yeu hodder de-yonng gemman 'bout dat
boy. Dean yen, 'mambeis heu' young marie Henry
coma home wan aie misais thought 8ha wumn' neyer
gwina sec bim ne Moah. lesm yeunset atili, Mare
Geawga, 'twoil 1 taie yen bey dat corne. Njv,
Melanda, nev' yen mind tryin' mtop me. l'se gviua
tllU dat steel,

IRigbt down dar whar yeuh frisa' O'Brien
coma from, down, in oie Ma'ylaud, is whar Abe
Gray vus baba, and vbar ha use to toddle round
no bigger 'n dat Abe 'wus v'en ha b.d de swing eut
dymbinumnder de vîilevms. An Meimuda, why I
mind von oba wus a littie bare iagged pickaninny
ne bigger'n se > -gb. Dat vus won oie More But-
ler vus 'iive. Nov' vus anythin' vent vroug 'long
as ole Marte Butler vas 'round. Nav' vus anyone l
tried ta run avay foin dat plantation. No. eub.

Ne,' wu any n'hlppln'. NOV' vus Muob latines.-
wall, 'cept ena or two cames day vuut, an' tiiey
dîdri' 'maunt ta muoh. Soe folk& aln't igood for
nothin' anyvay.

Il'Mlembor once v'an va viii growod up putty
big. Malondy, II'I M'landy, va uscd ta cali bar don,
abe vus ont plokin' Cotton wit us. Oie Marie
Butier boid hlred a naw min vbmt cama fomn dowu
New Orloanu vay. Na fine maunera 'bout hlm.
Ratheb urne de vblp any Lime. Dîdn' look that.a.
*&y'@ v'cn aie Maria hlred hlm, but bit toan cama
ont. Oyant gît a b.d Lamper antan de blood no-how.
Oie 3Lme oaya tarbhlm, 'Sec hesb, Laage, v
desa' practisa the vhlp an dis falin. Kaep 'ain
vorkin' weli'. yah kmn, but v'an thinge goals tao fah
yah coma lot Me knov'. Wall ha od ov'ythlng
gwin c h.Il rlgbt, but bit did'nt 'grec 'ith hlm.
Oaa de'y M'iandy 'fandod 'im smre vay. Ho 'gan
ta seul' ber, au' a, bain' a littie Lhing gave back
good'a a geL. Then ho gave ber a blow 'side de
baad, an' ovab the vent.

i v us leokin' au, kin' atupofied like, but Naein
me net vohkin, an' bovin' 'la mmd up ha van'
ta know vy I titan' gapin' lika dmt Den I yak'
up. 'Miîtah Lesag,' I asysdat ki'oahtreatinent
&in' practlcod on dis tabm'. Dan ha flow at me ain'
ced" an îwore, an' fin'ly sheak ho Ott in mis face.

Dat de verse ting ha ever doue. De naît second
ha vau on ha'a baek, and a big bruis. ou ha'. face.
W 'en) ho picked hissait up, dyah vus oe Marie
Butler standin' sida at liai, * Mistali Lesage,' sale
oie Mars.,, 'hyasi' yoh vages. 1 'vise yen ta git
affon dis fahm, for" I talla Ah. ta put yeh off.' He
did'n iay uthia, but van thingu cama 'round, as
tbey did aftarardf, I 'membared the look h. gava
oie Maria.

41Weil, ev't'aing vont on ail rigbt, Lob w'ile tireli
presn'ly de viii cama 'long. OIe Morie Butler vas
berry mmd feh good wili befo bit came, 1 Dyaha
Oen1 Lee st.andin' up fer oie Virginny, an' I cai'late
Henry BaLler ain' gwine back on Ma'yiand' ha may
oeela. Nez' day ha cali yong Marse Henry,
vhat were zactiy sme &ga au me, an' ha say, 1 Henry,
l'e geL ta go and jina Gen'l Lea. Yeuse geL ta .tay
byar vis yoh mnddab. Dean let de fahm run dovu
et yeh kmn heip iL.' Se putty seau ha go off wit bc
neighbar Morne CJarroll. Young Mari Henry was
mighty sveat an Mine Camrol, I tale yen. Benu
aveethearts ov' ainco they vus six yeahs oie. 'Speet
deyd ben married in 'bout a yeaL of tvaan'b Lob de
wiii canin' ne t' iuterfoah vit ev'body's business.
Olo Mienne, ahe wujust ui spunky on de mon
folks. Didn' ketch ber gain' mopu' rami' de boumte.
No ssii 1 She wen' ev'y day 'long o' young Morna
Henry an' kap' de fain lu gaod ehdab. Repapsedin'
monay ta, oie Marsa, Laas ab oh ould Rot et

01. Mars. didn' seon te Min' boin' in battis
'Used ta tond vobd home ev'y Lima, naxn'mlnd, I
aint geL a scratch. We'a gvina vin dis vaii an' bc
home fob de foi], ahuais. Ha vuu vrong 'bout dat.
Oie Mame nv' camahame bissait Je. vus ayar'd
home to de mi"i piuinb daid oe mavun' je@ von
Gen'I Lee bed druv de Yauks back ta novhgir'm.
Oie Misais bore np wondarful. Weu de fun'rai vus
ovah,abc eualiiMasoHenry an' say: H"nr,

nov yeum. dé hed ah dis famlly, you knows yob
duty. 'Yonne avine ta take yoh place In do "hY.
Y au aie muddaS kin git eriong weil 'ui, an Abo

bah'Ikeop de vo hk galn'. Navah tvofl youngasehdgoe jitied (I ice ded Oie Mi"ai ehd
Ont tlah jan the broko day», an dldn' show chu-

sel ock de fabrn Lob a vhole yack.
ttTings von' putty 4fdly aller dat. Tirant

ve'y iouk 'fore oie missis heci mortgiged de whoio
fahin, Ai the nogroos b.d ta go. Thînge vus
gottin' deprat'. Wtisa't nebody tadoanythin' Lob
as fabin 'ept Ahe. Min Carroi usd ta -coma oaai

pretty ottun an' stoy vit Oie Missie. Dey seomod
te km'l oh revive each ot"a.

et littin'l 'Iang 'bout Obrla'rnu aie misais fait
sick. Jas' worried ihoeef ta daif. Dan Misa
CJarroll came aud atayed sud nusuod oIs mimuis.
'Bout tva yacks ai tah abs teck alck 'lon g carnesa
rli'ment ob Yankee saidiari an' took up dar quat-
tihs on de fabm. Nez day do oflPcers came up an
va' ce Oie Misais. '(Cace Oie Miaula couide' se.
nobady but won Molauda van' ta de domh, vho yen
tluk sh e st Dat Yakee captain vus de marn
Louage, vbh oie marie drave aoù de faim.

"1Affer dat, tings vus vuza an vasa, I taie
yen. Dat prsumpahus brute nev' bcd no moroy
an oie Misais, an fut Ling we knov vantced imaé
CJarrol, Marie Henry's svaathoart tu marry hlm.
%Vat îou tluk ah dot Didn' git much 'Courage.
ment train yanng Mimais, I talle y ub. Olttiu nigh
(Jhrim'mam. Oie Mimais get herry lonesome. Ebery.
body maw she gvina di. Young Misa" navab ieft
ber. Duhin de nlght ina oie Misais vouid cry out
loud,ahe van s.e bah mon. Somehow dat Leuage
hesh 'bout dat. Didn' uavah besb 'bout iL foin Oie
Misais. Neh 'neyai foin Young Minis neider. Ona
day ha nieet Yeuzg Misais an aik bar 'bout Oie
Mlisais. '8Sh. van se the son], eh 1' ha sald. ' Je.
yen mao yob min' eaay Miss, .t ha comae h.ymh, he
novah go vay.'

IlOhria'mu ave came 'long, an aile Mimi gettin
wutt an vws&. Kep' cryiu' eut de vhoia tipie Lob
ah. son. Young Minais vus sittin' up vif her. 01.
ciaak out lu de bail etruck de houri ona aftah
turror. 'Lobon 'éock came, dan tveih; Young
Mimais navuls aioe ibe cose. 'Den abs haab l'il rap
on de vindab, don nurrer ane. She go coiab n
look <eut. Dan ah. open de vindab, and in carne
Mari Henry basait aIl vite an famisbed. Young

isais vait il' vii., dan the go eut on de verandais
sud koep watcb Prenn'ly up corne dat raial
LImage. Ah 1hi bcal ay, ' Sa de young min coma
home, oh 1 Yen mine vit I tale yob. Ho corne
home; but ho nevah go way 'live. Lemage hava
oye., Mim Nov ams hyah, Mien. Ev sani veve
came bysis l'ye iaved yen. Say you'll mary me,
an' mucb as I boîte hlm and be's rnuddah lobi de
vreng doue me, I lot hin go. No aneaisle kuove
ha la ha. Yen kin &&y de yard dat moins basc
lite or deff Wicb wiii it b.?1»

Young Mimais badly brokan up aho' nuT. But
the jea look it hm lbard au' asa ily, No. Botter
ha dmld, dan live to saee me youh vie.' Sa8 ha laif,
an' &&y ha give ber ton minutai ta make np ah.
tjnan' dan ho mat dovu on de rail eh de veraxdais
an' kep' ba's sye on Young lisis an' de halcony
vindah. Young Misais novai move.

Loupg tink ha oye. pntty sharp. But ha didu'
knov Molanda maw jas mach se ha dld. Won ths
maw hlm go up on de verndah an' àpeak ta young
Misais, ths cama 'long vere 1 be, an' tale me aIl
'bout young Maurie anr an borne toauos Oie

imaais as vus callizr', Collin' Lob hum aIl de Lime.
Den ve cS-p up quiet aida v'ore dey mat. Didn'
have ne rbeumatiz lu daise houes damn daym. 1 crep'
np quiet behin' hlm, v'iie ha mat dyai srnokmn' be'&

cimu, &W' beo' ho know whi'a maLtai, I tcok hlm
by de throat an' clappeid my othai band over hea.
meuth, an' bfo' tvo minutai b.d hlm baund an'
gagged in de claili, faut Lied an' conidu' make no
monnd. Oh co'se Marie Henry geL rovay ail right.
But nez mawnin' dar vas avini Limes. De cunnel
ch de riinnt came lookin' fob Captain Lesage.
Ounldn' fia' 'im novhara Den young Mia n au'
tale 'im de vhoie etory. Hl van a onnahie mà*n dat
cunnai, ot ho vus a Yankoi suq' ho jas coy, 'Miss,
yau'll haah ne more et tit.' Sez' dey Losage vus
sout to de frontl an' got abat lu ho'& firat battie.
Serve hlm right.

Oie Mini dida' lut long. She died 'fore spring
tino. Woneu a Lb au ovali, young mari came
back, but ho voulda' atuy dymis. Didn' bah muci
lutaroit icftiu de fahm,iohe sold out au- ha an' youug
Mimai got married an' cane up hoah. Young Mimai.
:t OIe Mimai nov. Dit's bar liha up on de bill v'eo
Molanda goes ev'y veek Lob wazhin' Mabie yeon
Liougbt vo wus ranawmys eh?1 Net mucb ve
v'ant. Je.' came 'long oh Mars Henry an' Young
Mieis. Dat'. hou' va zoma ta h. de cn'y cnlled
parsant in de chucb. Runaways 1 Brasa my beart,
l'as beau piayln' -"Way dovu Seat lu DiieIl evsh
sauce I came b, jas te show vicb vay my
feslln'a." X.


